O
Discoverer

Pupils working within the Discoverer cohort
learn through play-based and structured
activities, based on seven key areas of
learning: Communication and Language,
Physical Development, Personal, Social and
Emotional Development, Literacy,
Mathematics, Understanding the World, and
Expressive Arts and Design. Discoverers focus
on fostering curiosity, independence, and
social skills, preparing children for the
transition to Key Stage 1. Staff assess progress
through observations rather than formal tests,
using the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) to track
development (alongside our own customised
frameworks).
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Curriculums

In the Early Years curriculum, there are seven areas of
learning which are grouped into two categories -
'Prime Areas and 'Specific Areas'.

The Prime Areas are:

Personal, Social and Emotional Development, e.g.
encouraging interactions between peers, promoting
independence and resilience skills through supporting
the children in trying to do things for themselves, as
well as solving their own problems.

Physical Development, e.g. developing the children's
motor skills through activities including 'dough disco'
and swimming.

Communication and Language, e.g., through focused
sessions, either 1:1 or in small groups and as part of
Song of Sound Phonics sessions.

The 'Specific Areas' provide the range of experiences
and opportunities for children to broaden their
knowledge and skills:

Literacy, e.g., providing children with a range of
opportunities to mark make , as well as being
exposed to a variety of rhymes, songs and books.
Maths, e.g., our daily rote counting sessions (starting
from and counting to different numbers on the
number line)enable children to recognise digits , as
well as being given the opportunity to work out what
is 'one more' and 'one less' than a given number.
Understanding the World, e.g., exposing the children
to community opportunities, the world surrounding
them, visitors and age-appropriate activities.
Expressive Arts and Design, e.g., encouraging the
children to access different media and materials in
the environment. Music sessions also help to develop
the children's imaginations.

The 'Prime Areas' are fundamental to success within
the 'Specific Areas'. The EYFS framework states that
there should be a focus on the 'Prime Areas' for
younger children, with gradual introduction of
support in the 'Specific Areas' for older children, as
they develop. In all instances, this support is tailored
to the individual.
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Learning Environment

The Early Years learning environment is carefully planned to
follow and reflect the children's interests, needs and
development targets, promoting progress in each of the
seven areas of the EYFS. Free flow play and learning
encourages hands-on interactive learning and natural
curiosity. The free flow environment offers many learning
and development opportunities. These enable children to:
develop greater independence, progress at their own pace,
develop decision making skills, have freedom, develop an
understanding of themselves, their environment and their
peers.

Environments are symbol and Total communication rich to
enable children to apply functional communication skills for
resources which they want or need.

Areas will be sectioned to support different regulation needs,
with a focus on either alerting, calming or organising.
Essential personal items, such as coats, lunch boxes and
communication books will have set, labelled areas, enabling
children to develop their independence with accessing these.

Specialist areas within the school, such as the ball pool and

Herons Forest are seen as an extensions of the classroom,
providing rich learning opportunities.

Teaching Methods

. Dough Disco

. TACPAC

© Enrichment sessions

© Attention Autism

© Intensive interaction

. Story and sensory massage
0 Nurture hour

. Sensology

. RISE Therapy
. Learning outside the classroom

Assessment

PROGRESS MEETINGS

Supporting Resources
Little Big Maths

EYFS- Birth to Five Framework
Holistic Writing

PECS curriculum

Zones of Regulation

Enrichment opportunities

Stimulating curiosity is essential in motivating our pupils to engage
and learn, so enrichment sessions are planned each term. These
sessions fully immerse pupils into chosen topics or themes through

sensory based activities and experiences.

These may link to the termly topic, or support children in their

cultural, moral and spiritual development.
Pupils may also have access to the following:

*  Forest School

*  External trips

*  Cookery

*  Rebound therapy
*  External visitors

Assessment:

All curriculums have been used to develop our

customised assessment frameworks within the Earwig

platform.

Class teachers use these frameworks alongside everyday

assessment of pupils to ensure that learning is

personalised, and that individual, achievable targets are

set.
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