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Curriculums

Assessment

Enrichment opportunities

Teaching 

Here at Herons Dale our Adventurers are given a hands-on 
experience that promotes a love for learning and develops 
creativity. Pupils in the Adventurer cohort are given many 
opportunities to explore and investigate learning through play-
based activities and are encouraged to take the lead, letting 
their interests and passions shine. Key subjects are taught 
within this cohort and are repeated through explicit sessions 
which often have a sensory focus. For example, a Maths session 
about money may be taught through Attention Autism and a 
Phonics session could be taught through a sensory story. Key 
learning will be taught through a mixture of group and 1:1 
sessions and will be revisited throughout the year to ensure the 
learning has been consolidated.

Learning Environment

Supporting resources / methods / strategies

Enhanced Curriculum Opportunities

Forest School
Bikeability
Cookery
Rebound therapy
External visitors

All curriculums have been used to develop our customised 

assessment frameworks within the Earwig platform. 

Class teachers use these frameworks alongside everyday 

assessment of pupils to ensure that learning is 

personalised, and that individual, achievable targets are set.   

The Semi-Formal Curriculum, 
developed by Dr. Penny Lacey and 
the Equals curriculum, aims to align 
with the national curriculum while 
adapting teaching approaches to suit 
the age and learning styles of the 
pupils. It is designed to ensure that 
learning is meaningful and accessible 
to all students by connecting it to 
their personal experiences.

Students engage in learning through 
various methods tailored to their 
needs, including structured play, 
functional activities, and topic-based 
approaches. To enhance 
engagement, the curriculum 
incorporates enrichment sessions, 
along with structured thematic 
learning experiences such as 
"stunning starts." These strategies 
provide immersive and interactive 
learning opportunities.

This approach ensures that pupils 
develop essential skills in a way that 
is relevant and engaging for them. By 
making learning experiential and 
personalized, students are more 
likely to retain knowledge, build 
confidence, and apply their learning 
in meaningful ways. The curriculum 
fosters engagement, independence, 
and enjoyment in education.

EQUALS, Penny Lacey, NCCA Ireland, SLD 
curriculums, Northern Ireland Pre Requisite 
skills and the Frank Wise Curriculum.

Curriculum

Story Massage Sherbourne
TACPAC Holistic Writing
Little Big Maths Zones of Regulation
Pathways to Write      Sunshine Circles
Pathways to Read       Circle of Friends
Intensive Interaction  Enrichment sessions

Stimulating curiosity is essential in motivating our pupils to learn, so 

enrichment activities and days are planned throughout the year. These 

sessions fully immerse the pupils into a chosen topic which provides 

opportunities to both investigate and discover through a truly sensory 

experience. Herons Forest sessions and life skill Cookery classes also

enhance their learning.

Classroom environments are set up to inspire creativity and 
build independence within learning. Mark making, role 
play and creative areas are often created as these provide 
purposeful and real opportunities for pupils to explore the 
termly topics and take risks within their learning. Daily 
classroom setups will have a specific learning focus, such as 
maths, phonics, gross and fine motor skills, and will provide 
opportunities to develop skills in all areas of the curriculum. 
Specialist areas within the school, such as the light room, 
ball pool, and Herons Forest are seen as an extension of the 
classroom, providing rich learning opportunities, and 
enabling children to generalise skills into a wide range of 
environments, activities and contexts. 

1:1, small group and whole class work

Life skills sessions

Bikeability

Sherbourne

Attention Autism

Intensive Interaction

Music

Zones of Regulation

Sensory stories 

Target Time 
Pupils in the Adventurer cohort have target time interventions 
regularly. Targets are identified from the pupil's PLP targets and 
further broken down into achievable steps. Target Time is designed 
to be a short, repetitive intervention to harness key skills which is 
delivered to a pupil on a one-to-one basis. Each child has will have 
targets based on the four areas wihin their EHCP.
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