Herons Dale Primary School
Our Vision Statement

SEPTEMBER 2021

"Enabling, valuing and empowering all, in our posi!ve,
safe and happy school. "

Dear Parents and Carers,
A very warm welcome back to everyone to the academic year 2021-2022!! It already
feels set to be a good one with our fantas$c pupils having returned full of enthusiasm
and smiles.
I would like to take the opportunity, on behalf of myself and all of the staﬀ, to say a
huge thank you to you all for your ongoing support and understanding as we con$nue
to navigate all things Covid. We are pleased with the decision we took to keep all restric$ons in place for our
return as we have received feedback from families, pupils and staﬀ that this helped them to feel safe about
coming back.
As the wider world opens up, so too are we but with very baby steps to ensure people con$nue to feel as
comfortable as is possible. Pupils have enjoyed joint play$mes with one other class and over $me we will begin
to hold some assemblies in person. We are currently consul$ng with the pupils as to how they feel about
assemblies online and in person and we will learn from them as to how we will best move forward.
Having checked back with what I was wri$ng to you all last September, much of it is s$ll relevant – our pupils
con$nue this term to have an experience very similar to one they would have done during non Covid $mes, as we
always priori$se se,ling this term and keep transi$ons to a minimum, allowing them to get used to new
surroundings and new class mates and staﬀ. Please feel conﬁdent that Covid is now impac$ng pupil’s $me in
school very minimally.
As always, the staﬀ are going above and beyond to ensure that Herons Dale is running smoothly, is safe,
s$mula$ng and that it con$nues to be the incredible place it is – I am in awe of them all and want each and every
one of them to know how much I admire and am grateful to them!! Much like the awesome pupils they work
with and for – they are tremendous!
Over the holidays we were able to achieve some improvements to the building, in spite of all the lead $mes and
access to materials being challenging at the moment. We now have a super internal window which makes the
previous library a much more useable and appealing space. New toilets have been installed along the corridor
between Sharks and Dolphins, meaning this is a much more appropriate space for those classes, reducing
transi$ons to the toilets further aﬁeld and relieving the pressure on the toilets which were previously shared by a
large number of classes along the main block.
Finally, a li,le bit of news from me…the 3rd and FINAL member of my clan is due to arrive early April. All is well so
far and I will ensure I keep you up to date with any maternity plans as they come to frui$on.
I hope you enjoy this edi$on of the Newsle,er and look
forward to working with you all this year.

Next Inset Days

Current a endance
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93%

92.5%
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Staﬃng News
A warm welcome our new members of staﬀ:
Teachers:

Jade Butler

Steph Cregan

Lisa Brown

Teaching Assistants:

Abbie

Alex

Bethany

Charlo,e

Emily

Gareth

Jess

Julie

Leigh

Nadia

Tom

Omer

Sadly we say goodbye to:
Nahid and Vladka. We thank
them for all the work they have
done and wish them well in
their future.

Charlo,e

Kamani

Reminder
Please remember that we have a very strict rule with regard to Covid-19
symptoms and a,endance in school.
If your child has any signs of Covid:

a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to
measure your temperature),

a new, con$nuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)

a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've no$ced you cannot smell or
taste anything, or things smell or taste diﬀerent to normal
then a PCR test must be sought. You can order one of these via
h.ps://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test either to use at home or at a test site.
This is not the same as the lateral ﬂow tests that you may have at home. If no PCR test is undertaken,
then the child should remain at home in isola$on for 10 full days.
Posi$ve PCR results should be conﬁrmed to covid19@heronsdale.co.uk as soon as they are received.
With eﬀect from 16th August 2021, guidance changed and under 18 year old's do not need to isolate if
they live with someone who has tested posi$ve. The school’s outbreak plan can be found on the
website.

Covid Testing
COVID-19 remains in our community and will con$nue to spread and could pick up again if we don’t
follow the Hands. Face. Space guidance, even if you have had your vaccina$on.

Home Tes!ng
We know that up to one in three people who have coronavirus show no
symptoms, so home tes$ng is being rolled out to iden$fy those who may
be spreading the virus without knowing it.
All adults are strongly encouraged to start regular twice-weekly tes$ng from home. This regular nosymptom tes$ng is aimed at helping to keep posi$ve cases out of schools and colleges. You can access
these tests by going to a local pharmacy.
To achieve this, adults who aren’t showing any symptoms can now access the same rapid tests (using
Lateral Flow Devices) being used to test school staﬀ . These tests should not be used if you have
symptoms. They are for asymptoma$c people only. If you have symptoms you should have a PCR test
The home tests diﬀer from the polymerase chain reac$on (PCR) tests for when someone has symptoms
(which are carried out at tes$ng centres and sent to laboratories). The no-symptom tests deliver results
in around 30 minutes. However, please note a nega$ve result from a rapid test does not guarantee you
do not have the virus, it means it is undetected and you should con$nue to follow all the current
restric$ons and guidance. A posi$ve result using a rapid test will require you to isolate and book a PCR
test to conﬁrm the result.

Apps in School
Within school, we use the following two apps to communicate with Parents/Carers.

and

We use ParentMail to send emails and text messages. We also occasionally use this to gain
your consent for an ac$vity we are planning. This is a FREE and conﬁden$al way to contact the
school to advise of your child’s absence or to make payments for lunches / swimming etc.
SeeSaw
You need the Seesaw Class app to engage in home learning, personalised videos, ac$vi$es, and
PLP targets.
You can download the Class app from the Play or App store. Open the app and there is an
op$on to scan the QR code which will allow you access to your child’s account. If you do not
have the QR code which was sent, please contact your child’s class teacher.
Please contact the school oﬃce if you are unsure how to download these apps or sign in.

Adver$sing
If you wish to adver$se in our Newsle,er the cost for 11 issues is: £50 Quarter Page or £100 Half Page.
Our newsle,er not only goes to parents of the school, but to many individuals and companies that have
helped us. Please tell your family and friends to contact the school oﬃce if interested.

Drop-oﬀ and Pick-up
A gental reminder that here is a speed limit of 5mph on our drive.
There have been reports from neighbours that some parents are
driving too fast in the surrounding roads.
Please take care.

Harvest Fes!val
We are excited to be celebra$ng our Harvest Fes$val on Friday 1st October 2021. We will
be making scarecrows in classes and then children will be challenged to ﬁnd them all in a
scarecrow hunt. We will also be enjoying other Harvest-themed ac$vi$es on the day. Keep
an eye out for photos!
This year, we will be collec$ng dona$ons to support Shoreham Food Bank. If you are able
to support us, we would be very grateful to receive dona$ons of the following:



Biscuits



UHT apple and orange juice



Tinned tomatoes



Tinned spagheP



Tinned macaroni cheese



Fray Bentos vegetable pies



Shampoo



Bleach

Please send any dona$ons in with your child by Friday 1st October 2021.
Thank you for your con$nued support.

Volunteer opportunity
In order for us to ensure our provision is as eﬀec$ve and
enjoyable as it possibly can be for the children; we would like to invite you
to spend $me volunteering with us.

We are par$cularly keen on your support with trips and swimming (but very happy to have any support
you are able to oﬀer), so if you think you may be able to help then do please get in touch with the
oﬃce and we can work to marry up any $me you may be able to oﬀer with what is going on in school –
it can either be with your child’s class or not, depending on what both you and we feel is best for
individuals – we’re really happy to work with you on ﬁguring this out.

A,endance
Our a.endance target for the school is 93%

Our current absence a.endance is 92.5%

Just a reminder that Parents and carers are expected to contact the school on the day that their child is
not able to come to school and any subsequent days that their child is absent. (If issues arise with
children and families coming to school for any reason, the Family Liaison Oﬃcer will contact all par$es to
oﬀer support and assistance to ensure a smooth transi$on in the ﬁrst instance.)
The easiest way to contact the school is via the
app. This is FREE.

Oﬃce staﬀ listen and respond to absence calls via phone, email, ParentMail app.

Oﬃce staﬀ will call any Parents of any pupils absent without explana$on. They will con$nue to call
un$l they get an answer.

If they get an overseas ring tone – it will be recorded

If no reply at all we consider whether any children have addi$onal agency support, such as a social
worker or Early Help. Safeguarding Lead (Family Liaison Oﬃcer) will contact them.

If no answer by 10:30am a referral will immediately be made to children's services / MASH / Police
to request a welfare call.

Parents and carers are expected to inform staﬀ verbally or by note of prior appointments e.g.
medical/dental appointment. Pupils are encouraged to a,end school before and/or aRer medical
appointments where prac$cal in order to access as much of the school day as
possible.

Any requests for excep$onal leave should be made using the appropriate form
to the Headteacher. Forms are available from the school oﬃce and on the
school website. For a copy of our a.endance policy, please see our website.

Polite Reminder
To all Parents/Carers and Drivers/Escorts and Visitors:
When collecting a child, please remember to put your mobile phone
away.

Makaton Signing
Would you like to develop your signing skills? Did you know that you can learn to sign
using our website?
www.heronsdale.co.uk/communica$on
We need your help to keep improving. Due to Covid-19 face to face training has not been possible. If
there are any signs that you or your family would like to learn, please email the school
oﬃce (oﬃce@heronsdale.co.uk) with the subject line: ‘Signing request’
The communica$on team will them make videos of the signs and post them on our
website for you to prac$ce at your leisure.

Friends of Herons Dale
The Friends of Herons Dale are looking forward to another fun ﬁlled fund raising year, with
hopefully more opportuni$es to have events where we can meet all the amazing parent/ carers
of our children. All staﬀ and every parent is a member of this group, and everyone is very welcome to a,end these mee$ngs and share ideas, or to a,end and see what we are up to.
Thank You: Last year you helped to raise in excess of £ 4,569.45, which allowed us to ﬁnance :
Christmas giRs for each child
Easter Egg for each child
Leavers Hoodies
Paddling pool for each class
Resources for the Summer Stunning Start
Money towards a new Cookery Room
Money towards water tables
Move For Money: made £743.75 towards new scooters and bikes
Herons Dales Got Talent: £ £145.00 towards performing arts equipment

We have a party pack of 30 reusable cups, plates and bowls that we hire out for £5 (plus a
refundable £20 deposit). Please email fohd@heronsdale.co.uk for more details.

We have Halloween costumes for sale at £4 each or 3 for £10. Please email
fohd@heronsdale.co.uk with the size you are looking for and we can conﬁrm what we have
available. Please be aware these costumes do come up a li,le small.

Upcoming Events
Christmas Catalogue—this will be sent out at the beginning of November and will be ﬁlled with giRs and items your child’s class will be selling as part of Grow Your Tenner.

Spooky Disco—Hopefully, with class bubbles coming together, we will
be holding our annual spooky disco either in the hall or classroom.

Friends of Herons Dale

We have been accepted by Tesco for the blue token scheme to raise
money for the water tables. If you shop at Shoreham Extra or Upper
Shoreham Express between 1st October and 31st December 2021 please
choose Herons Dale as your chosen charity to support.

Unwanted Gi>s (For future Tombola)
Bo.les of Wine
Ideas for Fund Raising Events

Colourful Balls of Wool
Empty Wine Bo.les with lids

We also help other chari$es to raise funds and make community links.
An example of this is the Budding Founda$on. Please click on the link for
details of their Christmas Gro,os in two Garden Centres. On Saturday 4th
December, Father Christmas will be helped out by 3 Herons Dale Elves.
Book your child’s place and come and say hello.
www.thebuddingfounda$on.digi$ckets.co.uk/$ckets

School Uniform Sale:

We have a selec$on of pre loved School Uniform for sale at £1 per
item. Please have a look on our Facebook Page for what is available
or email fohd@herosndale.co.uk to say what you are looking for.

Don’t forget to checkout our Facebook page, The Friends of Herons Dale Primary School.

h,ps://www.facebook.com/thefriendsoXeronsdaleprimaryschool
If you have any ideas for fundraising at the school or if want to nominate our school
for your companies charity of the year, please contact Sam on the details below.
Samantha Evans, Chair - The Friends of Herons Dale Primary School
Herons Dale Primary School, Hawkins Crescent, Shoreham by Sea, West Sussex,
BN43 6NR
Tel: 01273 596904 or email fohd@heronsdale.co.uk

Friends of Herons Dale—Next mee!ng 1st October via Teams—Everyone Welcome,
please email fohd@heronsdale.co.uk if you would like to a.end.

Further Fundraising ideas
Amazon Smile
A lot of people shop on Amazon but are not aware that they can register with Amazon Smile to raise
funds for the school . This does not cost you anything and it is a simple, painless and a really easy
process.

Instruc!ons:
Go to our Website: www.heronsdale.co.uk
Find the Friends of Herons Dale Link on the leR hand side. Scroll down to ﬁnd the icon above, click on it.
Enter your amazon account details and password and oﬀ you go!
We can now take dona$ons through PayPal using the email fohd@heronsdale.co.uk
Please $ck family and friends so that we get 100% of your dona$on, otherwise PayPal will take a fee.

Another way to raise funds is via the ‘Giving Machine’:
Every $me you shop on-line, go via ‘The Giving Machine’ to raise funds.
Enter Giving Machine into Google and follow instruc$ons.
h,ps://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/herons-dale-primary-school/
So far, we have raised £581.73 - Thank you
Or
why not enter our School Lo.ery. Again, go to our Friends of Herons Dale
website page and click on the link on the page.
h.ps://www.givinglo.ery.org.uk/support/the-friends-of-herons-dale-primary-school

Thank you for everything you do to help contribute to our school

Are you a Facebook user - If so, you can now raise money for us using the Facebook Birthday
Fundraiser op$on – Our Facebook page now has a donate bu,on

Grow Your Tenner
At the start of this term, The Friends of Herons Dale launched
a whole school fund raising project – Grow Your Own Tenner.
This will run all term, un$l Friday 10th December.
Your child’s class has been loaned £10 for them to make, sell, auc$on oﬀ things and make a
proﬁt.
At the end of the project, your child’s class will give back the loaned £10 and any proﬁt made will
be shared 50/50 with The Friends of Herons Dale and your child’s class. The class can then use
this money and spend it on whatever they choose as a class team. So the more your child’s class
earns, the more they will have to spend.
All fund raising, promo$on and selling ideas will come from the children themselves or
alterna$vely, they will be given a choice for them to choose from. We believe that this project
should be as much child led as possible, giving them valuable life skills.
In the following weeks, your child’s class may ask for your help with dona$ons, selling their
products and helping promote their items to the wider community. Alterna$vely, if you have any
fundraising ideas, then please email your child’s teacher and share your ideas. All help and ideas
are very much welcome.
We will keep you updated in the Newsle,er and via our Facebook page – The Friends of Herons
Dale Primary School.
This is the ﬁrst $me we have done a whole school, term long fund raising ac$vity and we would
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your con$nued support.
( Ideas from Dougal and Maisey in S$ngray Class)

Nature Hub
All the wildﬂowers/ﬂowers in the nature hub area have all died back we have taken the
opportunity to collect some of the seeds. Many wildﬂowers are ‘annuals’ which means they
don’t grow back but they usually self-seed so you get more the following year. So far we have
collected marigold and corncockle seeds. We s$ll have some available which we are selling for
£1 a pack with all proceeds going towards our new outdoor classroom which we are saving hard
for in order to replace the solar dome. If you would like any please send in the correct money in
an envelope sta$ng how many packets of what seeds you would like. Please also put on there
your child’s name and class.

We saw some very exci$ng evidence that we have had hedgehog visitors to the nature hub so
we set up a footprint trap. Charcoal powder was mixed with vegetable oil and spread on some
masking tape – we then put in some meaty dog food. The footprint trap was leR out overnight
and excitedly in the morning hedgehog footprints were found!

This $me of the year lots of $dying up needs to be done and our compost bin needed moving –
when it was $me to do this a birds nest was found.
We are slowly increasing the number of creatures who use our ‘green’ spaces and this is such a
good thing all round.

Federa!on and Governing Body update
Herons Dale School is part of the Thrive Federa$on. This is a group of special schools
in West Sussex made up of Cornﬁeld School, Oak Grove College and Pala$ne School.
While the four schools work closely together, they each have their own governing
body.
A strategic group made up of the Chairs of each Governing Body and the Headteachers meet regularly
to ensure all of the young people a,ending these sePngs can beneﬁt from learning without limits.

Herons Dale Governing Body are responsible for working with the school to ensure that it delivers
good quality educa$on. Together with the Headteacher they set the school’s aims and policies.
Governors are volunteers who help run school. They play an important role in managing, suppor$ng
and improving the school. They meet throughout the year to discuss the school’s progress.

Strategy Section
Every month, we publish a different strategy that we use in
school to help support our children. Please see below a list of
some of the strategies that have been on recent newsletters.


Precision Teaching



Intensive Interaction



Lego Therapy



TacPac



Jump ahead



Attention Autism



Errorless learning



Sensory Circuits



Sherbourne Developmental movement



Rebound Therapy



Colourful semantics



Numicon



Phonics



Bikeability



Music Therapy



Play Therapy



Holistic Writing



Picture First



Whole Word Reading



Total Communication



Zones of Regulation



Sunshine Circles

If you wish to find out further information on any of these, all strategy explanations are available on
our website. h,ps://heronsdale.co.uk/strategies/

Bikeability is comprised of structured lesson plans that help younger children develop gross motor skills,
spatial awareness, dynamic and static balance and bilateral co-ordination along with the necessary skills
to make the transition from a balance bike to an ordinary pedal bike in a safe, challenging, but fun way.
The skills required for cycling have been analysed and broken down into ‘core’ elements that are practiced
in Bikeability activities, both on and off the bicycle.
The Bikeability programme provides an opportunity for younger children to be involved in cycling. Not
only does Bikeability teach children how to ride without stabilisers, but also balance, gross motor skills,
core stability and of course, having fun through physical activity.
Children with delays in motor development may have lacked early experience and the opportunity to
develop these skills.
The aim of Bikeability is that it is an inclusive programme that will enable every child where possible to
participate at their developmental level and gain the same benefits that Bikeability can offer to all. The
programme aims to ensure that Bikeability is able to help every child improve their balance towards the
goal of independent cycling.
Every warm-up and balance-related activity has been specifically chosen to allow the child to experience
movement in a number of ways.
Bikeability provides plenty of opportunity for children to practice skills in a number of ways to help move
towards the outcomes.

Tex$le Recycling Bin
There is a tex$le recycling bin at the front of the school for all
your unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes, bags, hats, bedding
and towels. They will also take unused cosme$cs, jewellery and
soR toys.

They do not take pillows / Duvets or Curtains

We receive payment by weight, so the more you drop oﬀ, the more money we get.

School Based Inﬂuenza Nasal Spray Vaccina!on Programme

The Immunisa$on Service are coming into school on Friday 8th October
2021 to oﬀer your child the Flu vaccina$on.
The Inﬂuenza nasal spray vaccina$on is oﬀered annually as part of the
na$onal programme for vaccina$on of children and young people, for all
students in Recep$on up to and including Year 11, to protect them against seasonal ﬂu.
It is given as a simple, quick and painless spray up the nose. By having this vaccina$on your child will also
protect others at risk from ﬂu and help reduce pressure on the NHS.
Parental consent can now be provided online. Please check the Parent Mail communica$on sent on
14th September 2021 which provides full instruc$on on how you can do this. If you need us to send a
paper copy of these instruc$ons home, please contact the school oﬃce 01273 596 904
oﬃce@heronsdale.co.uk

Parents Evening
There will be a Parents Evening this term, however this will
look diﬀerent.

Further details to follow as soon as possible.

Free school meals and school dinners
With the onset of Universal Credit, many more parents than ever are now
en$tled to Free School Meals.
If you are claiming Universal Credit or any other beneﬁt, please apply for
Free School Meals for your child/ren.
Even if your child does not choose to eat a school lunch, by claiming this
beneﬁt you are helping the school.
If you feel you are en!tled, and have not yet claimed, please contact the school oﬃce in total
conﬁdence or click here h.ps://www.westsussex.gov.uk/educa!on-children-and-families/schoolsand-colleges/free-school-meals/free-school-meals-online-applica!on-form/

For children in Year 3 and above, the price of a paid school meal is £2.35 a meal. (£11.75 a week).
This needs to be paid in advance for their child’s meals. If you require more informa$on on how to
pay, please contact the school oﬃce who will be able to share with you.
Please note, this does not apply to those children currently in receipt of Free School Meals.

Dietary Requirements:
If your child requires a special diet, please contact the school oﬃce and
ask for a SPECIAL DIET FORM.
West Sussex County Council are commi,ed to suppor$ng the provision of a balanced school meal
with special dietary requirements whenever required, and possible. This referral form is essen$al to
provide West Sussex County Catering Services the informa$on to support the process of ensuring
that a safe special diet is planned for pupils who have a medical condi$on or an allergy / intolerance.

The form must be completed by the Parent/Carer and include suppor!ng medical
evidence.

Emergency Contact Details
Have you got a new Phone? moved house ? Changed your job ? Have you told us?
It is really important and is a legal requirement that contact details for our pupils and family members
are kept up to date. Please remember to let us know if you change your mobile or move house.

Herons Forest
The children have returned to Herons Forest with enthusiasm and have got straight back into
managing their own risks, working together and leading their own learning. It has been quite
dry since we have returned but no doubt the wet weather will be with us soon enough.
Please remember to send your child in with appropriate clothing to allow themselves to get the
most out of their $me in Herons Forest and to be able to explore and inves$gate without
worrying about gePng wet or dirty. Please feel free to send in old clothes for your child to
change into, a water proof coat and welly boots and par$cularly useful when the wet weather
does set in.

COOP LOCAL CAUSE
We are extremely lucky to have been chosen to be one of the local causes
for this coming year October 2020 – October 2021. This year we are fundraising to
replace the solar dome in Herons Forest with a purpose built wooden classroom
similar to those in the pictures below.
For everyone that shops at the Coop you can go online and choose Friends of Herons Dale as your chosen
cause. For every item of Coop branded goods you buy we get 1% donated to the school and this soon
adds up and as a Coop customer you also get 2p for every £1 you spend. If you are not a Coop member
already you can apply for a card for just £1.
Anyone can vote for us as a cause and it doesn’t ma,er which Coop you shop at. This link
h,ps://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/47900 will take you directly to our page. If you have trouble
with this please visit Coop causes and then search for us – if we are not close to you please ﬁnd us in the
drop down op$on. If we do not appear you can call the Coop and ask to choose us.
Thank you so much to everybody for your con$nued support and please get as many of your friends and
family to sign up as well. We have just received £xthank you everyone.

Behaviour Clinic
Would you like support with your child’s behaviour at home or when
you are out and about?
We offer a Clinic for advice and support. You may discuss your child’s behaviour at home or anything
else you are concerned about.
In these difficult times, we are very happy to offer a phone
consultation.
Please email becky.colley@heronsdale.co.uk or contact the school
office and we will call/email you back.

Recycling

CRISP PACKETS
Since we began on our crisp packet recycling with Terracycle they have reduced the size and
number of boxes that we can send oﬀ in and month and have also reduced the ﬁnancial
beneﬁts as well. This along with the $me it takes to sort through everything sent in and the
storage space needed we have decided that it is no longer viable to collect and send oﬀ crisp
packets for recycling. A huge thanks to everyone who has collected them for us and supported
us with this. There are other organisa$ons who collect and you can ﬁnd these on the teracycle
website or local Coops are now taking soR plas$cs which include crisp packets. Since we
started to send crisp packets oﬀ we have raised £569.70 for school.

PENS
Please keep collec$ng and sending in used pens, biros, felt $ps, highlighters and marker pens
(no pencil crayons or wax crayons please). We will con$nue to send these oﬀ for recycling and
have so far raised £252.54 from this waste stream.

BATTERIES
We are con$nuing to save and send oﬀ ba,eries so please con$nue to send them into school.

Thank you for your ongoing support for our recycling eﬀorts.

VIRTUAL FUNDRAISING WALK AROUND THE UK
Outdoor Learning Lead Tracy, is taking on the challenge of virtually walking 3944.5
miles around the UK as a fundraiser for school. This equates to approximately 11
miles per day – all steps taken during the day will count towards this mileage.
It has been hard going keeping up with the miles over the summer holidays due to one thing and another
and the enthusiasm leR for a while. Having to try and walk 30,000 steps a day got a bit of a chore. I did
what I could and tried to take the pressure oﬀ as it is meant to be enjoyable and not something to add
stress.
If you would like to see where Tracy is on her walk you can follow the link h,ps://
www.myvirtualmission.com/missions/62071/walking-round-the-uk
I am glad to say that I am back on track and have now walked ******** of the 3944.5 miles since
October 2020. I am currently virtually in ****** with ******** miles to go – the end is in sight.
Any monies donated will go towards the new outdoor learning classroom that we are wan$ng to get to
replace the solar dome.

Tracy’s view of the Suﬀolk coast.

h,ps://www.gofundme.com/f/outdoor-learningfundraising
There is a minimum dona$on of £5. If anyone
would like to donate less than this please get in
touch so we can work with you to do this – Tracy
doesn't want anyone to feel they have to donate
this minimum amount. Please be aware as it will
automa$cally add a 15% $p to the amount you are
dona$ng (this is a $p to allow a 0% fee for
organisers) - if you do not want to include this click
on the arrow next to the 15% and change to other
and put in amount of 0.00.

Polite no!ce
May we respectly ask that all Parents/Carers and Visitors
refrain from smoking or vaping on our school site.
Thank you

Artsmark News
Welcome to our monthly newsle,er all about our Artsmark journey!

What is Artsmark?
Artsmark is the crea$ve quality standard for schools, accredited by Arts Council England. It provides
a clear framework for teachers to plan, develop and evaluate arts, culture, and crea$vity across the
curriculum.

What are the 'Arts'?
The arts include subjects such as music, art, dance, drama/roleplay, crea$ve wri$ng and so much
more! We place these very highly in our curriculum as studies have shown how beneﬁcial these
prac$cal subjects are to children.
Research has demonstrated that involvement in the arts increases student achievement across all
subject areas, as well as social and adap$ve skills. Part of this is due to the mul$-sensory nature of
the arts: memory and cogni$on improve when academic content is combined with color-coding,
movement, rhythm, sound phrases, textures and other sensory input.

Our Artsmark Journey
In our Artsmark sec$on, we will be sharing our latest Artsmark news with you every month to tell
you all about the wonderful ac$vi$es we have taken part in. We will also be upda$ng you with the
latest arts news from across the school community as it breaks. In addi$on to our Artsmark newsle,ers, we will also be sharing photos and videos to show how the children and staﬀ in school are
embracing the arts through daily learning and during other subjects in school.

How can you help us?
We recognise the importance of partnerships between schools, the wider community and cultural
organisa$ons. Moving forward we would like to expand on our involvement with diﬀerent groups,
forging rela$onships which would be mutually beneﬁcial, and which would make a diﬀerence to our
pupil’s lives. We ﬁrmly believe that by increasing our community presence and by capitalising on the
wonderful exper$se and experience of others; we can ensure that our pupil’s experience of school
will be enriched by the Arts.

We are looking for the following exper!se / experiences


Places to display our work



Places to perform



Local ar$sts / musicians to run workshops / projects



Fes$vals to take part in



Performing Arts opportuni$es

If you think that you could help in any way, we would love to hear from you! Please email
oﬃce@heronsdale.co.uk or phone the front oﬃce.

What’s coming up?
There are lots of exci$ng things to look forward to this academic year including our yearly Christmas
performance, Herons Dale’s Got talent, Time to dance, Signing Choir and many more crea$ve clubs and
trips!

Exci!ng News
Thank you to all of you who donated to the Performing Arts fund last academic year. I am very happy to
announce that we have put your money towards some new sound equipment! We have been able to order
3 new microphones and stands and we are super excited to use them!

Last academic year I wrote to you about some T shirts that
we were gePng designed. I am excited to conﬁrm that our
new T shirts should be ready before Christmas with our very
own special design and logo. Keep a look out for our brightly
coloured tops in the community! We will be wearing these
to our signing choir performances at Christmas!

Thank you all so much for your outstanding support – we
truly appreciate your help!

The Crea$ve Arts Team

PUPIL VOICE

‘Playing in the light room and

ballpool because they are fun’ Jesse
Golden $me, light room $me and
all the other lessons. The lessons
because I can get smarter’ Khalid

School Council
The school year is well underway now, which means its nearly $me to elect children to
represent their classes on the School Council.
Vo$ng will take place soon during pupil voice week, with the ﬁrst mee$ng being held just before half
term.
We all look forward to the elec$on process which is diﬀerent in each class, but with many children
preparing reasons why they think they would be the best representa$ve and then convincing their
classmates. It's always a lively debate and we hope this year, as in previous years, as many children as
possible put themselves forward to come up with ideas to help make Herons Dale an amazing school.
Good luck everyone.

Life Skills - Washing Hands
Life skill of the month will start again in October and our ﬁrst focus
will be washing hands. This is such a vital skill for the children to learn and
develop. Look out for pictures in the next newsle,er!

There is a handy visual $metable for washing hands that may be useful at home. They are up by
every sink in school to help children follow the steps and develop into a rou$ne each $me they do it.

Extra$me, our aRer school provider
run on a Tuesday and Wednesday
aRernoon.
Please contact their oﬃce to enquire
about a place at the aRer school club. They can be reached on 01273 420580 or hello@extra$mebrighton.org.uk. You can also check out their website for more informa$on

Match Funding scheme
You will hopefully be aware of the fantas!c work
being done across Herons Dale to raise funds for
exci!ng new projects. We wanted to take this opportunity to remind you about the Match Funding
scheme and how a li.le bit of your !me could raise double the funds for the school.
If you work for an organisa!on that has a match funding policy, any money you raise could be
matched by your employer. Companies may match the fundraising total for an event, or for the stall
that their employee is working on. Usually, the employee will need to supply them with a le.er from
the school detailing the date and nature of the event, together with the total raised.
We would be grateful if you could see if your employer has a match funding scheme, or if they are
willing to match fund any of our events. If you are able to help us this way, please let Jenny Birch,
School Business Manager, know and we can discuss your companies’ requirements.

Family Liaison News
Dear Parents and Carers of Herons Dale,
I hope you all had a wonderful summer and the sun shone for you. It is lovely to see
all the children, new and old, se,ling back into their school life.
We are now allowed to have parents and carers into school, for speciﬁc events,
(woohoo!!) so please come and join me for a coﬀee aRer the half term break!
The dates for these will be as follows:
Thursday, 4th November 2021 – 9:30am 10:30am
Thursday, 11th November 2021 – 9:30am
– 10:30am
Thursday, 18th November 2021 – 9:30am
-10:30am

Being mindful of numbers s$ll, please can you register your interest and spaces will
be on a ﬁrst come ﬁrst served basis. These mee$ngs will be an informal catch up
where you can meet other parents and carers and have a good ol’ chin wag over a
cuppa and a biscuit. I am so looking forward to seeing as many of you as can make it.
As always, please contact me on Sandra.gould@heronsdale.co.uk if you would like to
a,end.
The lovely people at Carers’ Support West Sussex have a Health and Wellbeing fund
that you can apply for once you are registered with them. This will be a small lump
sum that is just for you, to spoil yourself with. You can apply for this every 12 months.
Support For Parent Carers | Carers Support West Sussex

Wishing you all the best,
Sandra Gould
Family Liaison Oﬃcer and Deputy Safeguarding

Term Dates 2021/2022
Autumn Term 2021
Half Term

25th to 29th October 2020

Break up for Christmas

Friday 17th December 2020

Spring Term 2022
Return to School

Tuesday 4th January 2022

Half Term

21st to 25th February 2022

Break up for Easter

Thursday 7th April 2022

Inset Day

Friday 8th April 2022

Summer Term 2022
Return to School

Monday 25th April 2022

Bank Holiday

Monday 2nd May 2022

Half Term

Monday 30th May to Wednesday 1st June 2022

Bank Holiday

Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd June 2022

Break up for Summer

Wednesday 20th July 2022

Inset Day

Thursday 21st July 2022

All personal data/special category data herein are processed in accordance with UK data protec$on legisla$on. Further details are available from the Organisa$on.

