Herons Dale Primary School
Our Vision Statement

FEBRUARY 2022

"Enabling, valuing and empowering all, in our posi!ve,
safe and happy school. "

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome everyone to our February Newsle er. Wri ng this as a storm is about to hit the
South Coast, I am thankful that the pupils have had so many opportuni es of late to enjoy
the outdoors! I think that we’ll be ba ening down the hatches tomorrow and enjoying cosy
sessions indoors.
As ever, lots has gone on this term month…we’ve reached our fundraising goal for the
water tables on each playground – a huge congratula ons to everyone who has worked
towards this aim! We’ve had Football and Mental Health weeks and we’ve got some sensa onal displays around
school as a result of the wonderful Stunning Start work. An exci ng Maths Marvellous Middle and Science Week are
planned for next half term so lots of fabulous things to look forward to! A tremendous well done to all the pupils for all
of their eﬀorts this term and to all of the staﬀ for working so hard on providing these opportuni es for the children.
It’s been par cularly exci ng to have pupils going back out on trips and with lots more, including residen al plans, in
the pipeline. It’s incredibly important for our pupils to have these experiences, both to enrich their learning but also to
provide a wider range of life skills rehearsal opportuni es, so it is really heartening to be able to get back to doing
what we know to be so beneﬁcial for the pupils.
Moving forwards, our next fundraising focus will largely be linked to trips, looking to raise money for increased school
transport so we can run more than one trip at a me, to be able to subsidise more trips so we have to ask less of
parents, facilita ng access to more expensive trips than we might otherwise consider, other equipment to support
with pupils accessing trips and also to increase the number of visitors we have into school to work with the pupils and
to talk with them about their learning. Exci ng mes! As ever, we’d always love to hear from you – if you’ve got ideas
rela ng to trips or visitors, perhaps places you’ve been to as a family or places you don’t feel able to take your child
but that perhaps school could bring about – just let us know and the Educa on Visits Team will be only too pleased to
hear from you via the oﬃce or through teachers.
Thank you again for your understanding re. the con nua on of the rota. We truly hope it will only need to be in place
for the ﬁrst week back and will ensure our communica on with you is mely over this.
Just one last note from me regarding my maternity leave as a couple of parents have said they were unsure of the
plans I had, so I thought it best to share them again. I intend to take a couple of weeks maternity leave ahead of the
Easter Holidays. Following that, I will then be back to work full me immediately a5er the holidays, but will be working
from home for two days each week so I can have the baby with me. I am incredibly grateful to the Governors for
allowing me to work in this way again and to the whole school team for suppor ng me to do this. I will be contactable
at all - mes and will be able to liaise with and meet with parents as normal.
I hope that you all have an enjoyable half term break, see you on the other side.

Next Inset Days

Current a endance
Target a endance

93%

93.86%

Friday 8th April
Friday 29th April

Staﬃng News
A warm welcome our new members of staﬀ:

Olivia Hancock

Jill Rocky

Kerry Alexander

Ella Thompson

Simon Humphries

Julia Teasdale

Sadly we say goodbye to Cat, Julie and Lisa. We thank them for the work they have done
and wish them well for the future.
We would also like to congratulate Brogan, Mollie, Zoe and Tracy who are taking on
addi onal responsibili es for the diﬀerent cohorts in the school and playground areas. In
addi on, congratula ons to Chelsie, Ivan, Courtney, Callum, Mursheda, Talia and Abbie
who have taken on addi onal responsibility as Grade 6 teaching assistants.

Makaton Signing
Would you like to develop your signing skills? Did you know that you can learn to sign
using our website?
www.heronsdale.co.uk/communica on
We need your help to keep improving. Due to Covid-19 face to face training has not been possible. If
there are any signs that you or your family would like to learn, please email the school
oﬃce (oﬃce@heronsdale.co.uk) with the subject line: ‘Signing request’
The communica on team will them make videos of the signs and post them on our
website for you to prac ce at your leisure.

Reminder
Please remember that we have a very strict rule with regard to
Covid-19 symptoms and a endance in school.
If your child has any signs of Covid:


a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or
back (you do not need to measure your temperature),



a new, con nuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)



a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've no ced you cannot smell or
taste anything, or things smell or taste diﬀerent to normal

then a PCR test must be sought. You can order one of these via h2ps://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirustest either to use at home or at a test site.
This is not the same as the lateral ﬂow tests that you may have at home. If no PCR test is undertaken,
then the child should remain at home in isola on for 10 full days.
Posi ve PCR results should be conﬁrmed to covid19@heronsdale.co.uk as soon as they are received.
With eﬀect from 16th August 2021, guidance changed and under 18 year old's do not need to isolate if
they live with someone who has tested posi ve. The school’s outbreak plan can be found on the
website. Isola on can now end early with two nega ve LFT tests taken 48 hours apart from Day 5 of
isola on.

Covid Testing
COVID-19 remains in our community and will con nue to spread and could pick up again if we don’t
follow the Hands. Face. Space guidance, even if you have had your vaccina on.
Home Tes!ng
We know that up to one in three people who have coronavirus show no
symptoms, so home tes ng is being rolled out to iden fy those who may
be spreading the virus without knowing it.
All adults are strongly encouraged to start regular twice-weekly tes ng
from home. This regular no-symptom tes ng is aimed at helping to keep posi ve cases out of schools
and colleges. You can access these tests by going to a local pharmacy.
To achieve this, adults who aren’t showing any symptoms can now access the same rapid tests (using
Lateral Flow Devices) being used to test school staﬀ . These tests should not be used if you have
symptoms. They are for asymptoma c people only. If you have symptoms you should have a PCR test
The home tests diﬀer from the polymerase chain reac on (PCR) tests for when someone has symptoms
(which are carried out at tes ng centres and sent to laboratories). The no-symptom tests deliver results
in around 30 minutes. However, please note a nega ve result from a rapid test does not guarantee you
do not have the virus, it means it is undetected and you should con nue to follow all the current
restric ons and guidance. A posi ve result using a rapid test will require you to isolate and book a PCR
test to conﬁrm the result.

SATURDAY 2 APRIL 2022

BRIGHTON PIER TO WORTHING PIER
(OR AS MUCH OF THE ROUTE AS YOU WOULD LIKE)

9.30am meet for 10.00am set oﬀ

£5 entrance fee per family, couple or individual (payable in cash with the entrance
form) - then raise as much money as you can through sponsorship and dona ons.
Dona ons very welcome from anyone who cannot make the walk.
Everyone welcome
All monies raised will go towards upda ng our pool to an amazing sensory
swimming pool and funding ou ngs out for the children.

If you would like further details or an entrance form then please email
challenge@heronsdale.co.uk CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES
FRIDAY 18 MARCH 2022

h ps://wonderful.org/fundraisers/438
Please help share this link far and wide so that we can raise as much money as we
possibly can for these wonderful projects that our children will gain from.
(remember to ck the gi5 aid box if you are eligible).

SPLISH AND SPLASH
A bit of exci ng news for you all......
This year we are on a mission to turn our pool into a sensory pool! This is something
that we have wanted to achieve for a long me and are now determined to make it
happen.
The purpose of crea ng a sensory pool is to provide both a s mula ng and
regula ng environment, oﬀer mul ple communica on opportuni es by
having interac ve equipment and create a safe and invi ng space for those who are
nervous of the pool. All these will make swimming sessions more purposeful and
meaningful to all our children.
We have recently had a company come in and create a 3D design of what the pool
could look like.... EXCITING! Within the design they have included equipment such
as: projectors which will project a range of shapes and animals onto the walls and
pool ﬂoor, colour changing ﬂood lights, magic bu ons (ﬂoa ng switches), sensory
music system and much more.
We are extremely excited about the posi ve impact this will have on our children
and cannot wait to see their faces when they walk into the pool and see all the
changes for the ﬁrst me. To achieve this, we will be planning lots of fundraising
ac vi es throughout the year so we would greatly appreciate your help in making
out dream come true.
We will keep you updated with what and when other fundraising ac vi es will be.

Ar st’s Impression of Sensory Pool

OUT AND ABOUT
As a school we are looking to increase the number of opportuni es our children have
for learning outside of the classroom encompassing both on and oﬀ-site learning.
This not only increases diﬀerent types of ac vi es that our children are exposed to it
also helps us to be seen as part of the local and wider community. We always try to
keep dona ons towards trips out to a minimum and they are always voluntary that
said we need to be able to cover the cost of trips and the cost of maintaining the
school car and minibus.

Whole word reading

Whole-word approach:
 match familiar, high-interest, high-meaning words e.g. Tesco, McDonalds,
Argos, name, name of classmates, topic words etc. NB vary fonts, colours,
sizes to ensure word-matching is consolidated
 say words as they are matched
 select words on demand (guide hand to ensure success ini ally)
 name words (play games using words)
 understand words (know that wri en words and pictures/symbols/spoken
words have same meaning)
 consolidate through use of games and IT apps e.g. Special Words
When a child has a bank of words they can read, these can then be grouped to
iden fy common segmented sounds e.g. ing, on, ed. This teaches children
words are made a blocks of sounds and any me they see these segmented
sounds they know how to pronounce them.
From here, as conﬁdence increases further backward chaining into Phonemes,
the sounds individual le ers make can occur. This then gives the pupil a range
of skills to learn and read new or tricky words.

Childs Name
Class
Number of Gift Bags
@ £5 each x

Total £

Orders will be sent home week commencing Monday 21st
March. Thank you for supporting the school

PENS
Please keep collec ng and sending in used
pens, biros, felt ps, highlighters and marker
pens (no pencil crayons or wax crayons
please).

BATTERIES
We are con nuing to save and send oﬀ
ba eries so please con nue to send them into school.

Thank you for your ongoing support for our recycling eﬀorts

Federa!on and Governing Body update
My name is Lisa Sadler and I’m the clerk to the Governing body
across the Thrive Federa on. I produce the agenda, take the
minutes and ensure the governors have the papers they require
for each mee ng. I’ve been doing this since May 2021. Through
this role, I’ve also spent some me working for Oak Grove College (which is also
part of the Federa on) on their recep on and to support their Head, as PA. This
has given me a fantas c overview to the opera onal side of a special school and I
am full of admira on for the work that everyone involved does.
I’ve spent the en rety of my career in educa on; ﬁrst working in interna onal
recruitment for Universi es – recrui ng interna onal students to study on courses at four universi es
in the UK. I then spent three years teaching English in Mexico and teaching academic English every
summer at Cardiﬀ University. I returned to the UK just before the pandemic hit and now live in a 17th
century co age with my partner, two puppies and visi ng cat! In my spare me, I enjoy walking the
pups, con nuing to learn Spanish and exploring the south coast in our campervan.

BIG SCHOOLS BIRDWATCH
The Big Schools Birdwatch takes place each year between 5 January and 21 February and encourages schools to count the types and numbers of birds that visit their school grounds. Results are
then sent oﬀ to be added to those from other schools to see how birds are faring. This runs
alongside the Big Garden Birdwatch which runs 28 – 30 January.

Clownﬁsh and Octopus classes got involved this year by watching a simple powerpoint before going out with binoculars to see what birds they could see on the ﬁeld and enter them onto a tally
sheet. A5er this they went back to class to have a go at drawing birds – either making them up or
copying from photos that were available for them to look at.

Last year we were lucky enough for a pair of blue ts to nest in a brand new nest box in herons
forest – we are excited that there seems to be some a en on around the box already so we have
our ﬁngers crossed for another nest being built this year. Exci ng news is that we have made a
purchase of a nest box with a camera inside of it – although its too late to put it into place for this
year we will have it ready to install at the end of nes ng season this year.

Free school meals
With the onset of Universal Credit, many more parents than ever are now
en tled to Free School Meals.
If you are claiming Universal Credit or any other beneﬁt, please apply for
Free School Meals for your child/ren.
Even if your child does not choose to eat a school lunch, by claiming this
beneﬁt you are helping the school.
If you feel you are en!tled, and have not yet claimed, please contact the school oﬃce in total
conﬁdence or click here h2ps://www.westsussex.gov.uk/educa!on-children-and-families/schoolsand-colleges/free-school-meals/free-school-meals-online-applica!on-form/
West Sussex County Council have once again
allowed us to issue vouchers for the February Half
term. You should have received these, either by
email or a physical voucher. Please contact the
school oﬃce if you have not received yours. The
shops that take these vouchers have changed so
please check before you make an online order.
For children in Year 3 and above, West Sussex County Catering have recently informed us that the
price of a paid school meal will remain the same next academic year at £2.35 a meal. (£11.75 a week)

Dietary Requirements:
If your child requires a special diet, please contact the school oﬃce and
ask for a SPECIAL DIET FORM.
West Sussex County Council are commi ed to suppor ng the provision of a balanced school meal
with special dietary requirements whenever required, and possible. This referral form is essen al to
provide West Sussex County Catering Services the informa on to support the process of ensuring
that a safe special diet is planned for pupils who have a medical condi on or an allergy / intolerance.

The form must be completed by the Parent/Carer and include suppor!ng medical
evidence.

Emergency Contact Details
Have you got a new Phone? moved house ? Changed your job ? Have you told us?
It is really important and is a legal requirement that contact details for our pupils and family members
are kept up to date. Please remember to let us know if you change your mobile or move house.

PARTY PACK HIRE

NAME
ADDRESS
TEL NUMBER
DATE OF COLLECTION

DATE OF RETURN

£5 HIRE FEE PAYABLE AT TIME OF
BOOKING

TAKEN BY

£20 CASH DEPOSIT PAYABLE UPON
COLLECTION

TAKEN BY

£20 REFUNDED UPON RETURN OF
PACK

REFUNDED BY

AMOUNT DEDUCTED FROM DEPOSIT FOR BREAKAGES

AMOUNT REFUNDED
REFUNDED BY

WHERE DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE PARTY PACK HIRE?

Collec!ng and returning
Collec on and return of the party pack will be from Herons Dale Primary School,
Hawkins Crescent, Shoreham, BN43 6TN..
Payment:
Please pay the £5 hire fee by bank transfer to:
Bank: HSBC
Account: 21397923
Sort code: 404128
Please put your name as the reference, so we know who the payment is from.
Please email us on fohd@heronsdale.co.uk, to conﬁrm you have paid the fee.



I understand that the £20 deposit will be refunded to me when the party pack
is returned complete, without any breakages and on the right day.



If any breakages happen then I understand the deposit will be refunded less
the amount it will cost to replace items including postage and packaging.



I understand that if the party pack is not returned on the date speciﬁed another hire charge of £5 will be deducted from the deposit for every 3 days it is
late.

Signed ………………………………………………………………………...
Name …………………………………………………………………………
Date ………………………………………………………………………...

MICROSCOPES
We have been loaned a set of micrscopes from the Royal Microscopical Society un l we
break up at Easter. The kit contains 8 microscopes and lots of diﬀerent ac vi es for the
children to take part in. They were also able to ini ate their own learning by looking for
items they wanted to look at.

Orca class were ﬁrst to use them and teacher Steph had
this to say - “Orca’s class LOVED the microscopes, they
enjoyed exploring and looking at the resources provided
in detail and were fascinated by how things looked. They
then went exploring in our outdoor area and collected
various items ranging from stones and leaves to toys,
they then examined what they looked like. It was like
having a room full of Charles Darwin’s!” As our Science
coordinator Steph was so impressed by them that she has purchased 6 so that we have
our own in school.

Jellyﬁsh enjoyed them next and other classes are due to
use them up un l they are due to be returned. Freddie
from Jellyﬁsh said ‘It was very fun because we felt like
scien sts’ and Roseann said ‘I liked the microscope
because we could see close up’.

Apps in School
Within school, we use the following two apps to communicate with Parents/Carers.

and

We use ParentMail to send emails and text messages. We also occasionally use this to gain
your consent for an ac vity we are planning. This is a FREE and conﬁden al way to contact the
school to advise of your child’s absence or to make payments for lunches / swimming etc.
SeeSaw
You need the Seesaw Class app to engage in home learning, personalised videos, ac vi es, and
PLP targets.
You can download the Class app from the Play or App store. Open the app and there is an
op on to scan the QR code which will allow you access to your child’s account. If you do not
have the QR code which was sent, please contact your child’s class teacher.
Please contact the school oﬃce if you are unsure how to download these apps or sign in.

We wanted to share that even if a child has their own NeYlix
account, if they click on to their parents icon they are s ll able
to access all content and so to be mindful of that.

Herons Forest
Towards the end of January the solar dome was taken down – thanks to Richard Jones
Builders. We are pleased that we have been able to rehome the dome with Angmering
School where we believe it will be used as a greenhouse. The space will now remain
empty un l the new lodge is ready to be installed which we hope will be in April.
The space that has been le5 has been inves gated by the children and gives another risk
taking element to the area whilst we are wai ng for it to be concreted over.

Last week the whole school collec vely celebrated and took part in Children’s Mental Health week. The
theme was ‘Growing Together’ and we encouraged children (and adults) to consider how they have grown
and how they can help others to grow.
Our formal learners had lots of insighYul conversa ons with their grown-ups and peers around what mental health is and what could help our mental health.
We have described mental health to our semi-formal and engaging learners as having happy and calm
minds. These learners were involved in lots of things that made them happy this week which included
dancing, singing, art, talking, outside play, being with friends and cooking.

It can be diﬃcult to talk to children about how they are feeling. Here is some advice from Young Minds:
Talking to your child about how they’re feeling can be hard. You might feel like you don’t know where to
start or when a ‘good me’ to talk is. By taking 20 minutes to do an ac vity you both enjoy, you can create
a relaxed space for ge[ng the conversa on started. Here, we’ve got lots of ac vity ideas, conversa on
starters and advice for making talking easier.
Play a ball game. Football, catch, basketball, dodgeball … there are endless ball games to choose from. You
can ask your child to pick a game they’d like to play or ask them about their favourite sports team.
Ready, set… bake. Baking is a great way to have fun together and there are so many bakes to choose from
including with fairy cakes, scones, traybakes or energy balls.
Create something together. There are so many things you can make in 20 minutes. This can be as simple as
doing a paint-by-numbers, jigsaw, designing your own Birthday or thank you cards, or trying something
new like pain ng your own T-shirt designs.
Draw cartoons of each other. Some mes, all you need is pen and paper. Create cartoon drawings of one
another, and other family members, cats, dogs, ﬁsh – have fun! You could also try drawing with your eyes
closed or not taking your pen oﬀ the paper to add an extra challenge.
Indoor picnic. 20 minutes isn’t quite enough me to head out to the beach with a picnic blanket, but it’s
perfect for having one indoors. Lay out a blanket, pick out your family’s favourite ﬁnger food and have a
picnic in the comfort of home.
Tech-free games. Take a screen break with tech-free games like 20 ques ons, cat's cradle, marbles, jacks,
the ﬂoor is lava, skipping and more. There are so many 20-minute games to choose from.
Indoor treasure hunt. Hide some things (such as toys, messages or even sec ons of a story) around the
house, create some clues and see if your children can guess where they are!
Put on your dancing shoes. If your child loves to dance, let their feet do the talking. Ask them to pick out
their favourite song and dance like you mean it!
Sing it. From car singing to serenading the family in the kitchen, turn up your favourite ballads and sing
along. You could turn it into a game by challenging them to sing in the style of their favourite ﬁlm or TV
character

Can you help with :

Treasure hunt themed things
Water play toys and equipment now we’ve reached
the target for the water tables

Magazines to add to the libraries

Volunteer opportunity
In order for us to ensure our provision is as eﬀec ve and
enjoyable as it possibly can be for the children; we would like to invite you
to spend me volunteering with us.

We are par cularly keen on your support with trips and swimming (but very happy to have any support
you are able to oﬀer), so if you think you may be able to help then do please get in touch with the
oﬃce and we can work to marry up any me you may be able to oﬀer with what is going on in school –
it can either be with your child’s class or not, depending on what both you and we feel is best for
individuals – we’re really happy to work with you on ﬁguring this out.

Behaviour Clinic
Would you like support with your child’s behaviour at home or when
you are out and about?
We offer a Clinic for advice and support. You may discuss your child’s behaviour at home or anything
else you are concerned about.
In these difficult times, we are very happy to offer a phone
consultation.
Please email becky.colley@heronsdale.co.uk or contact the school
office and we will call/email you back.

Seesaw
What is SeeSaw and why are we using it?
Seesaw is a downloadable app or Computer based programme for use at home and we are really
pleased at how everyone has engaged with this.
You need the Seesaw Class app to engage in home learning, personalised videos, ac vi es, and
targets will be sent through Seesaw.
We have sent home a QR code for you to scan but if you have not received this, please contact
your child’s class teacher and we will get it to you asap.
Download the Class app from the Play or App store. Open the app and there is an op on to scan
the QR code which will allow you access to your child’s account.

Term Dates 2021/22
Spring Term 2022
Half Term

21st to 25th February 2022

Break up for Easter

Thursday 7th April 2022

Inset Day

Friday 8th April 2022

Summer Term 2022
Return to School

Monday 25th April 2022

Inset Day

Friday 29th April 2022

Bank Holiday

Monday 2nd May 2022

Half Term

30th May to 1st June 2022

Bank Holiday

2nd and 3rd June 2022

Break up for Summer

Wednesday 20th July 2022

Inset Day

Thursday 21st July 2022

All personal data/special category data herein are processed in accordance with UK data protec on legisla on. Further details are available from the Organisa on.

