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Our Vision Statement 

"Enabling, valuing and empowering all, in our posi ve, 

safe and happy school. " 

Herons Dale Primary School 

Current a	endance 
 

Target a	endance  

93% 93.86% 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to our November Newsle�er, which finds us busy preparing for Christmas and a fun 

end to the term. As last year, we have had to make the difficult decision to either not go ahead 

with certain events, or to approach them in a different way to ensure we can be as safe as is 

possible. 

As I write this, we are s'll in the midst of the outbreak at school and as much as we want to 

support life being as normal as is possible, it would be irresponsible to gather large crowds at 

this 'me. 

However, rest assured that everyone is working incredibly hard on plans to create as much joy as is possible and we will 

keep you up to date as to when you can expect videos, advent calendar clips etc. to be heading your way. We hope you will 

enjoy these with your children and that they go some way towards helping everyone feeling fes've.  

I don’t have words enough to express all of our gra'tude for the outpouring of support and understanding we have had from 

so many of you in response to classes having to be closed or trips cancelled. We have genuinely shed tears over the 

decisions we have had to make in rela'on to this and we care deeply about the impact it has on the children and all of their 

families. As I said in the le�er shared earlier in the term, we do not reach the point of closure or cancella'on lightly and we 

will have exhausted every available, safe, op'on to have pupils on site before making those closure calls.  

Things were already really challenging as staff needed to wait on PCR results and this impacted a�endance earlier in the 

term, but when the outbreak hit, it was just impossible to keep everyone with us all of the 'me. We have tried our best to 

keep things as equitable as possible between the impacted classes and please rest assured that staff are working hard to 

support pupils throughout this 'me. Never hesitate to contact school, especially our Family Liaison Officer, if there is 

anything we can do during these 'mes as we do recognise the pressure that closure places on families. 

In all that we do we always aim to communicate openly and transparently with parents and in as many ways as we can. To 

that end, on Monday 6
th

 December 2021, 1-2pm, we will be hos'ng a virtual mee'ng, giving parents the opportunity to ask 

Covid related ques'ons. The purpose of the mee'ng will be to give everyone a voice, to help reassure everyone of the 

measures the school has in place and to talk about who we liaise with and the guidance we are given. Sandra, our Family 

Liaison Officer will be coordina'ng this mee'ng so further details will follow. 

So, as we enter the final few weeks, wrap up warm and enjoy all that December has to offer. We understand that the 

Christmas period can be a difficult and challenging 'me for some of  our pupils and families. There are changes to rou'nes 

and even to sounds, smells, foods etc. Below is a link which looks at both the signs that our children are struggling and 

strategies to help them cope at this 'me of year. We will also make sure our Facebook page updates you all on any other 

resources which we find and please know that we are here to help in any way we can e.g. social stories etc.  

 Please don’t hesitate to contact the school if you would like any support over this 'me. 

 h�ps://www.teachwire.net/news/are-your-send-children-coping-with-christmas  

 The weather has definitely taken a turn now so please be sure to send in coats and hats etc. with your children as we do s'll 

try and get out as much as possible to blow the cobwebs away.  Please see inside a sec'on of what we do when it snows and 

we have to close the school.  Please read this, as inevitably it will happen at some point. 

  

 

Next Inset Days 

 

8th April 2022 



Staffing News 
 

A warm welcome our new members of staff:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ella     Tyler     Lauren 

 

Sadly we say goodbye to Adam, Diane,  Emily, Bea, Amber and Paula.  We thank them for the work they 

have done and wish them well for the future.  

 

Makaton Signing 
 

Would you like to develop your signing skills?   Did you know that you can learn to sign 

using our website?  

 

www.heronsdale.co.uk/communica'on 

 

We need your help to keep improving.  Due to Covid-19 face to face training has not been possible. If 

there are any signs that you or your family would like to learn, please email the school 

office (office@heronsdale.co.uk) with the subject line: ‘Signing request’  

 

The communica'on team will them make videos of the signs and post them on our 

website for you to prac'ce at your leisure.  



Reminder 

Please remember that we have a very strict rule with regard to 

Covid-19 symptoms and a�endance in school. 

 

If your child has any signs of Covid: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature),  

 a new, con'nuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)  

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've no'ced you cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal  

 

then a PCR test must be sought.  You can order one of these via  

h/ps://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  either to use at home or at a test site. 

 

This is not the same as the lateral flow tests that you may have at home.  If no PCR test is undertaken, 

then the child should remain at home in isola'on for 10 full days.   

Covid Testing 

COVID-19 remains in our community and will con'nue to spread and could pick up again if we don’t 

follow the Hands. Face. Space guidance, even if you have had your vaccina'on.  

Home Tes ng  

We know that up to one in three people who have coronavirus show no 

symptoms, so home tes'ng is being rolled out to iden'fy those who may 

be spreading the virus without knowing it.  

All adults are strongly encouraged to start regular twice-weekly tes'ng 

from home. This regular no-symptom tes'ng is aimed at helping to keep posi've cases out of schools 

and colleges. You can access these tests by going to a local pharmacy.   

To achieve this, adults who aren’t showing any symptoms can now access the same rapid tests (using 

Lateral Flow Devices) being used to test school staff .  These tests should not be used if you have 

symptoms.  They are for asymptoma'c people only.  If you have symptoms you should have a PCR test 

The home tests differ from the polymerase chain reac'on (PCR) tests for when someone has symptoms 

(which are carried out at tes'ng centres and sent to laboratories). The no-symptom tests deliver results 

in around 30 minutes. However, please note a nega've result from a rapid test does not guarantee you 

do not have the virus, it means it is undetected and you should con'nue to follow all the current 

restric'ons and guidance. A posi've result using a rapid test will require you to isolate and book a PCR 

test to confirm the result.   



Beach School 

 
Orca class started their set of beach school sessions at Kingston beach at the end of October.  So 

far we have had two high 'des and one low 'de.  Week one the children searched the beach and 

put what they found to be interes'ng into a bucket for us all to look at.  There were lots of 

periwinkles, along with some mussels and seaweed.  Week two we had a really good look in the 

rock pools sadly only a couple of very small crabs were found but we had great fun anyway.  

Week three the children decorated and flew their kites – we could have done with a bit more 

wind but they did work.  We also stood and watched and the enormous Cemex boat came into 

the harbour. 

   



 







Holiday Ac'vity and Food (HAF) Programme 
 

We are pleased to let you know that West Sussex County Council will be working with a number 

of organisa'ons to offer provision during the Christmas holiday for children eligible for Free 

School Meals. 

 

There are a wide range of ac'vi'es and you can search for ac'vi'es near you on the Family 

Informa'on Service Online Directory 

 

More informa'on can also be found via the HAF website. 

Federa on and Governing Body update 
Cath Collins has been working at Herons Dale for 11 years.  She started her journey as 

a mid-day meals supervisor then trained as a lifeguard to help with swimming.  Since 

those early days, she has worked hard to become a Teaching Assistant and is now a 

Higher Level Teaching Assistant focussing on communica'on in the school.  Cath is 

also co-chair of the Friends of Herons Dale. 

Cath and her husband Paul, have 4 children: Aiden 14, Joseph 17, Reece 20 and Beth 23.  Reece 

a�ended Herons Dale, from Recep'on to Year 6, then followed on to Oak Grove College.  He is  now at 

Broadwater MET studying Maths, English and Independent living skills and we are very proud of him.  

Our household also consists of 2 dogs.  1 called Sonic (yes, named aMer Sonic the 

hedgehog) and Bonnie. 

We are a Football mad house and support different teams, which can make for 

lots of fun. Cath is a Manchester United fan, Her husband is Portsmouth, one child 

is Arsenal and another is Blackpool.  

She chose to become a governor as she has a strong commitment to all the 

children at Herons Dale school and wants them all to achieve the best possible 

educa'on 



Holistic Writing 
  

Holistic writing in Herons Dale is about a whole body, whole mind approach.  

  

We recognise the physical and cognitive skills that need to be mastered to become a competent 

writer. We will identify gross and fine motor movements that are essential to being able to make 

meaningful marks that represent concrete things.  

  

We use music, movement and gross motor controlled actions to develop a core stability and 

dexterity. This is essential if we want children to functionally communicate in an agreed format. 

For example, sitting on a chair is a poor way to start learning to write as it closes the core muscle 

engagement off; standing or high kneeling are better at the start.  

  

There are clear step-by-step assessments that allow a teacher to identify if pupils will use 

traditional tools to become writers or if symbols and / or IT will be their preferred choice.  

  

We use sensory exploration to develop controlled marks and develop fine motor skills. This is a 

very creative and child-centred approach, building confidence in their own physical skills.  From 

this we will determine if symbols, IT, or tools, are the way to go for their predominant writing 

choice.   Whichever next step is identified, we will develop a child's fine motor skills and dexterity 

as these are essential skills for mastery of writing in any path.  

  

Confidence in feeling like 'a writer' is essential. Long before we focus on traditional handwriting 

skills such as letter formation or spelling we will aim to instil a belief in each child that what they 

record has meaning and purpose and is recognised. That writing has many purposes and uses. 

We install opportunities for it to be used in play and cross curricular activities. We use a variety 

of approaches at this stage including Grid maker for IT, a system that allows pre-set symbols to 

be used for unaided labelling and sentence building to 'picture first’.  

  

Picture first is an approach for those children identified as being likely to use tools to write in the 

future. This allows mastery of identifiable line making drawing before words. This ensures 

children have mastered the dexterity they will need for letter formation. It also ensures, that 

when they are ready to start 'writing' they always have an identifiable reference, the picture, 

that helps them recall their attempts and read them back at a later date. This ensures they value 

their writing as meaningful.  

  

At this stage all marking or observations of a child's 

writing is done on the reverse of the paper/ screen / 

picture or on separate recording sheet. This is 

important to maintain the validity of the child has 

written and that it is valued and instils the belief that 

they are a writer.  

  

  
  



Herons Forest 

 

A new addi'on to herons forest (with thanks to premises manager at Holmbush for supplying 

the seats) is it a car, a plane, a boat, a train or something completely different?   

 

Open ended resources like this act as great prompts for imagina've play – the first customers 

on board were Dolphin class.  It prompted joining in of one of our school songs ‘Going on a 

journey’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behaviour Clinic 
  

Would you like support with your child’s behaviour at home or when 

you are out and about?  

  

We offer a Clinic for advice and support.  You may discuss your child’s behaviour at home or anything 

else you are concerned about.   

  

In these difficult times, we are very happy to offer a phone 

consultation.   

  

Please email becky.colley@heronsdale.co.uk or contact the school 

office and we will call/email you back. 



COOP LOCAL CAUSE 
 

In the middle of October we received the most fantas'c email to tell us 

that be being one of the Coops Local causes last year they had raised an astonishing 

£13,957.33 for us.  This money will be put towards a new outdoor classroom in 

Herons Forest as a replacement for the solar dome.  Sadly the solar dome gets far too 

hot in the summer for us to be able to use to its full poten'al.  The picture shows the type of building we 

are looking at.  

At the moment we are in consulta'on with companies for 

prices to supply and fit a purpose built wooden classroom that 

will provide an amazing space for our children to use.  As part 

of the works the current solar dome will need to be 

dismantled and if anyone knows of a company who might be 

able to help with this please ask them to contact us or pass 

their details to us.  We have been quoted a price of just under 

£2000.00 in order to dismantle and take away the solar dome 

and as you can imagine we would much rather this money 

went towards the new classroom instead.  

A huge thankyou to the managers and staff of the 3 local Coops in Shoreham who put us through as their 

chosen cause – Ham Road, High Street and The Royal George branch. We have had the pleasure to work 

with them for the last couple of years but have never quite done what we had got planned due to Covid.  

We are going to work hard to keep the rela'onship between us all going strong as its so important for us 

to be seen in the local community but also let them know how grateful we are to them.  

As part of keeping up the working rela'onship the children are star'ng 

to draw and colour some Christmas pictures which we will deliver to the 

shops so they can be displayed for everyone to see.  

 

 





Dietary Requirements: 
 

If your child requires a special diet, please contact the school office and 

ask for a SPECIAL DIET FORM.   
 

West Sussex County Council are commi�ed to suppor'ng the provision of a balanced school meal 

with special dietary requirements whenever required, and possible. This referral form is essen'al to 

provide West Sussex County Catering Services the informa'on to support the process of ensuring 

that a safe special diet is planned for pupils who have a medical condi'on or an allergy / intolerance.  
 

The form must be completed by the Parent/Carer and include suppor ng medical 

evidence. 

Emergency Contact Details 
 

Have you got a new Phone? moved house ? Changed your job ? Have you told us? 

 

It is really important and is a legal requirement that contact details for our pupils and family members 

are kept up to date.  Please remember to let us know if you change your mobile or move house. 

 

Apps in School  
 

Within school, we use the following two apps to communicate with Parents/Carers.   

 

       

and 

  

 

 

We use ParentMail to send emails and text messages.  We also occasionally use this to gain 

your consent for an ac'vity we are planning.  This is a FREE and confiden'al way to contact the 

school to advise of your child’s absence or to make payments  for lunches / swimming etc.  

ParentMail is one of our primary channels of contact when classes are closed/re-open 

 

SeeSaw 

You need the Seesaw Class app to engage in home learning, personalised videos, ac'vi'es, and 

PLP targets.   You can download the Class app from the Play or App store.  Open the app and 

there is an op'on to scan the QR code which will allow you access to your child’s account. If you 

do not have the QR code which was sent, please contact your child’s class teacher. 

 

Please contact the school office if you are unsure how to download these apps or sign in.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had Connie from Froglife booked in for some sessions with S'ngray class and Clownfish 

class to lean all about rep'les and amphibians.  Each class had one session and we are 

hoping the others will take place in the 

New Year.   

 

Clownfish class learnt about and acted 

out the lifecycle of a frog and S'ngray 

class helped to dismantle the large bug 

hotel in readiness to be replaced by a 

hibernaculum.  Both classes finished 

their sessions with some colouring or 

wri'ng.  



 

 

 
 

 

 
   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Herons Dale we are encouraging pupils and staff to ‘Get caught reading’. 

 

This could be at home or in an unusual place.   

 

Capture a photo and send it into school.  The photos will be added to our 

display board in the corridor for all to see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Photos can be emailed to  

Abbie. Rhodie@heronsdale.co.uk  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 





Match Funding scheme  
 

You will hopefully be aware of the fantas c work 

being done across Herons Dale to raise funds for 

exci ng new projects. We wanted to take this opportunity to remind you about the Match Funding 

scheme and how a li/le bit of your  me could raise double the funds for the school.  

 

If you work for an organisa on that has a match funding policy, any money you raise could be 

matched by your employer. Companies may match the fundraising total for an event, or for the stall 

that their employee is working on. Usually, the employee will need to supply them with a le/er from 

the school detailing the date and nature of the event, together with the total raised. 

 

We understand that the high street banks, building socie es, supermarkets and large corpora ons 

are likely to do match funding, but these schemes are not exclusive to the major corporate giants. If 

you work for an independent company, they may be interested in charitable giving through match 

funding too. 

 

We would be grateful if you could see if your employer has a match funding scheme, or if they are 

willing to match fund any of our events. If you are able to help us this way, please let Jenny Birch, 

School Business Manager, know and we can discuss your companies’ requirements. 

Christmas Lunch  

 

This will be on Thursday 16th December with Crackers and 

Music. The children will be ea'ng in their classrooms and 

lunch will be bought to them by Santa’s Helpers.  

 

If your child normally has a packed lunch and pays for school 

meals, they are more than welcome to have a Christmas lunch 

on this day, please could this be ordered and paid for via 

ParentMail, 

 

Meals can be ordered up to 6 weeks in advance or send in 

£2.35 in an envelope marked with your child’s name and Christ-

mas lunch.  

 

If your child is en'tled to a free school meals and would like a 

Christmas Lunch, please could you let your child’s teacher 

know that they will be having a Christmas Lunch on this day. 



Recycling  
 

PENS 

Please keep collec'ng and sending in used pens, biros, felt 'ps, highlighters and marker pens 

(no pencil crayons or wax crayons please).     

BATTERIES  

We are con'nuing to save and send off ba�eries so 

please con'nue to send them into school.    

 

Thank you for your ongoing support for our recycling 

efforts.  

SNOW PLAN 

What happens when it Snows 

We are approaching that 'me of year when the fluffy white 

stuff may fall from the heavens above. 

Closing the school is never an easy decision to make and not 

one we take lightly. We have to take several factors in to account; we have many children 

travelling from a large area on a variety of transport, also that staff have to travel from a wide 

area as well and we need to be sure that we will have enough staff on site to ensure that the 

children are kept safe. 

Just to clarify with you the arrangements for closing the school, should the need arise: 

 The Headteacher  will endeavour to make the decision at approximately 7:00am having 

spoken to key school personnel including one of our co-chairs, Rebecca Dunne or Joe 

Lightbody,  however, due to deteriora'ng weather condi'ons some'mes it may be later 

 If the decision to close the school is made, we will inform West Sussex County Council 

and the following radio sta'ons; Heart FM (102.4 & 103.5) & Splash FM (107.7) 

 An email or text will be sent via Parentmail / Seesaw and an announcement will also 

appear on our website www.heronsdale.co.uk  

Please remember to keep the school up to date with changes to mobile numbers 

or email addresses. 



VIRTUAL FUNDRAISING WALK AROUND THE UK  
 

I am pleased to say that I finished my virtual walk of 3944.5 miles around the UK – I started in 

October 2020 and crossed the finish line whilst away in Kent on the Wednesday in half term.  

My aim was to walk as close to 

30,000 steps a day which 

equates to approximately 13 

miles – this didn’t happen as 

many 'mes as I would have 

liked it.  Some days was a 

struggle to even get to 10,000 

steps but on a very good day I 

walked over 35,000 steps!  

I wont be hanging up my 

walking boots any 'me soon 

and I hope to average around 20,000 per day.  I 

am forward thinking to next Spring and would 

love to organise a sponsored walk for children 

and families of school.  Don’t worry it wont be as 

long as this virtual walk!  Keep an eye out early 

on next year for more details.  

 

If anyone would 

like to make a 

dona'on you can do so by following this link – the fund raising 

page will remain open for a few more weeks.  

h�ps://www.gofundme.com/f/outdoor-learning-fundraising 

 

A massive thank you to everyone who has supported me over the 

past year and for those who have made a dona'on – it really is 

appreciated.  All monies received will go towards a new outdoor 

classroom to replace the solar dome in Herons Forest.  So far 

£165.00 (before fees) has been raised. 

 

Polite no ce 

May we respectly ask that all Parents/Carers and /Visitors 

refrain from smoking or vaping on our school site. 

Thank you 



Friends of Herons Dale  
 

We have a lot of thank you’s to give out this month.  

We really appreciate all of these dona'ons and pur-

chases and thank you all so much for being able to pro-

vide the school with them. 

 

Edith, mum to one of our teaching assistants, for her 

amazing dona'on of £300.  This will going towards  

class trips in the near future. 

 

The Halloween Doughnut and Muffin Sale raised £23.  

Thank you to all those who ordered. 

A huge thank you to Heidi in the office for selling Halloween costumes and  raising £430.39. 

 

Thank you to everyone who chose us as your charity when shopping at Co-op.  The final payout for the 

outdoor classroom was £13,957.33.  Tracy will keep you updated on progress on the Facebook page.   

 

Kate’s pampered pooches for dona'ng a raffle prize of a dog groom voucher, dog perfume and sham-

poo.  Please like and share her page on facebook. 

 

Escape Beauty Rooms for dona'ng a raffle prize of a neck, back and shoulder massage voucher.  Please 

like and  share her Facebook Page. 

 

Worthing Suzuki for dona'ng a free MOT.  Please like and share their page on Facebook. 

 

Jane’s Hairdressing for dona'ng a voucher for a cut and blow dry.  Their staff are especially good with 

children and adults who find it a li�le difficult having their hair cut.  Please like and share their Face-

book page 

 

Worthing Ice Rink have donated three family 'ckets towards the Christmas raffle. 

 

Thank you Daniel’s parents in Dolphins for the dona'on of a £50  voucher for James Ross Jewellers.   

 

Prizes are being added all the 'me.  Please keep up to date on our Facebook page. 

Friends of Herons Dale 

28th January at 2.45pm 

Everyone Welcome 

If you have any ideas for fundraising at the school or if want to nominate our school 

for your companies charity of the year, please contact Sam on the details below. 

 

Samantha Evans, Chair - The Friends of Herons Dale Primary School 

Herons Dale Primary School, Hawkins Crescent, Shoreham by Sea, West Sussex, 

BN43 6NR 

Tel: 01273 596904 or email fohd@heronsdale.co.uk   

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you a Facebook user  -   If so, you can now raise money for us using the Facebook Birthday 

Fundraiser op'on – Our Facebook page now has a donate bu�on 

Amazon Smile 

 

A lot of people shop on Amazon but are not aware that they can register with Amazon Smile to raise 

funds for the school .  This does not cost you anything and it is a simple, painless and a really easy 

process.   

 

 

Instruc ons:  

Go to our Website: www.heronsdale.co.uk  

Find the Friends of Herons Dale Link on the leM hand side.  Scroll down to find the icon above, click on it. 

 

Enter your amazon account details and password and off you go! 

 

 

 

Another way to raise funds is via the ‘Giving Machine’:  

 

Every 'me you shop on-line, go via ‘The Giving Machine’ to raise funds.  

 

Enter Giving Machine into Google and follow instruc'ons. 

h�ps://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/herons-dale-primary-school/ 

 

So far, we have raised £581.73  -  Thank you 

 

Or  

 

why not enter our School Lo/ery.   Again, go to our Friends of Herons Dale 

website page and click on the link on the page. 

 

h/ps://www.givinglo/ery.org.uk/support/the-friends-of-herons-dale-

primary-school 

 

Thank you for everything you do to help contribute to 

our school 

Further Fundraising ideas 



Fundraising Events 

 
Christmas Catalogue and Raffle 

 

Thank you for the orders we have received so far. If you have misplaced your 

catalogue, then please message your child’s teacher for another to be sent home. 

All orders and payments are to be in by Friday 10
th

 December.  

 

All raffle prizes are on our Facebook page and we are adding to them s'll. If you 

would like to donate a raffle prize then please send it into school before Friday 

10
th

 December, when the raffle will be drawn. Tickets are £1 each and can be 

purchased by sending in payment with your Christmas Catalogue order or from 

Recep'on with payment in an envelope with your child’s name, class and 

Christmas Raffle on the front. 

 

 

 

Tesco Blue Tokens 
 

When shopping at Tesco Holmbush or Upper Shoreham 

Road, please pop a blue token in the box to vote for us, to 

help us be in with a chance of winning £1,500.00 towards 

the water tables in all outdoor play areas. This runs un'l 

December 31
st

 2021. 

 

 

Grow Your Tenner 

 

Swordfish raffled off an M&S white chocolate and Strawberry cake, the draw took place on the 30
th

 

November. Winner will be announced in next months Newsle�er.  

They are now taking auc'on bids for a Chocolate Fondue Set. To put in your bid please fill out the form in 

the Christmas Catalogue. Winning bid will be contacted on the 10
th

 December to arrange payment of 

their bid. Please see our Facebook page for an update on the highest bids so far. 



Party Pack Hire 

 

We hire out a party pack of 30 cups, plates and bowls for £5, plus £20 returnable deposit if everything is 

returned. Please contact fohd@heronsdale.co.uk to arrange a hire. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thermometer Totals 

4 x Water Trays = £5,000 

Can you help with :  
 

 

Unwanted giMs for future tombolas 

Dona ons for the Christmas raffle 

 

 

Your generosity is amazing, thank you so 

much for sending in items from our last 

wanted list! 



  

Autumn term Mental health 

and Wellbeing 
On Monday 15th November we took part in ODD Socks Day to mark the start of 

anti-bullying week  

Our school Anti Bullying Policy is being updated this month. Research tells us 

that Children with special educational needs are more at risk from bullying.  At 

Herons Dale we believe that it is essential that all staff understand the 

importance of challenging inappropriate behaviours between peers.    

Downplaying certain behaviours, for example dismissing bullying as “just banter”, 

“just having a laugh”, “part of growing up” can lead to children accepting it as 

normal and not coming forward to 

ask for help 

At Herons Dale we provide support 

for the young person who has 

displayed the bullying behaviour as 

well as the young person who has 

been bullied.  We do not label 

children as bullies, instead we 

promote prosocial skills like kindness 

and talk about bullying behaviours 

We ensure young people know where to go and who to speak to about bullying 

We encourage restorative approaches including supporting children to express 

their feelings with debrief communication boards  and to apologise to each other in 

meaningful ways  

We use  storytelling and role play to help children to learn about  friendships 

and being kind to each other .  

If your child tells you, they have been bullied please speak to their class 

teacher  



PUMPKIN DECORATING COMPETITION 
 

A huge thankyou to the children who took part in our pumpkin decora'ng compe''on – we are sure 

you will agree that they were all amazing!  You helped to raise £32.24 which will go towards the new 

outdoor classroom in herons forest. 

 

All pictures were put anonymously onto our staff Facebook page where staff voted for their favourite 

and the winner was declared to be Joey from Whales class which is one of our recep'on classes.  All 

other children who took part were rewarded with a wonderful rose�e, all the children were so polite 

when the rose�es were delivered to them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you everyone for your con'nued support – we will arrange another challenge soon.  

 

 



 



 



PUPIL VOICE  
“What I thought of Kindness Week?” 
 

‘It was good, we made kindness posters’ 

Mickey 

‘We have been learning about how to 

be gentle with our friends’  Samuel 

‘I made bubbles with my friend and then 

popped them together’  Vinnie 

School Council  
 

We have started our amazing school council.  Children have been busy discussing what 

they would like to have in school.  So far we have discussed that they would like lanyards 

for school councilors, what music they would like in corridors and what they would like to learn about 

online safety.   

‘We had a special play in the green playground’ 

Jakoh 



Family Liaison 

News 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It’s beginning to look a lot like…..oh shush Sandra, not yet!   

 

The weather has turned, and we are star'ng to feel nice and toasty 

here at school. It seems that we have gone from Summer to freezing Winter overnight! 

 

On SeeSaw you will have seen my invita'on to Nurse Emma’s three sessions,  

Con'nence Support, Tuesday 30
th

 November 2021 9:30am-10:30am, 

Sleep Support, Monday 6
th

 December 2021 9:30am-10:30am 

Nutri'on Support, Tuesday 14
th

 December 2021 9:30am-10:30am. 

 

Thank you to all that have said you would like to a�end. Please email me on 

sandra.gould@heronsdale.co.uk if you would like me to send you a Teams invite. 

 

You will have also seen my invita'on to meet with the Senior Leadership Team on Monday 6
th

 

December at 1pm. Thank you to all who have submi�ed ques'ons you would like answered in 

advance. Again, please let me know if you would like to a�end and I will send you a Teams invite. 

 

Wrap up warm and wishing you all well, 

 

Sandra Gould 

Family Liaison Officer and Deputy Safeguarding 

Herons Dale Primary School 

BN43 6TN 

01273 596904 ext: 3230 



Life Skills—Fine Motor Skills 

 

November's life skill of the month has been fine motor 

skills, classes across the school u'lise these skills every single day. We 

have pushed even further this month, encouraging more fine motor prac'ce 

throughout our everyday lessons or free flow and play'mes. There have been so many 

great opportuni'es for these skills to be prac'ced and these will con'nue throughout 

the year to help the children develop this life skill even further.    



 



Term Dates 2021/22 

Autumn Term 2021 

Break up for Christmas Friday 17th December 2021 

  

Spring Term 2022 

Return to School Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Half Term 21st to 25th February 2022 

Break up for Easter Thursday 7th April 2022 

Inset Day Friday 8th April 2022 

  

Return to School Monday 25th April 2022 

Summer Term 2022 

Bank Holiday  Monday 2nd May 2022 

Half Term 30th May to 1st June 2022 

Bank Holiday 2nd and 3rd June 2022 

Break up for Summer Wednesday 20th July 2022 

Inset Day  Thursday 21st July 2022 

All personal data/special category data herein are processed in accordance with UK data protec'on legisla'on.  Further details are available from the Organisa'on. 


