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Friday 1st October 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am writing to you today to say an enormous thank you for your patience and understanding as 
we continue to navigate life alongside Covid. Thank you in particular to the parents of pupils 
whose attendance was impacted this week as a result of significant staffing shortages. 
 
I felt it was right that I take a moment to explain to the whole school community the challenges 
we are currently facing and which we will likely continue to face as a result of the impact Covid 
continues to have. 
 
So far as a school community we have actually had very, very low numbers of positive cases and 
for this we are supremely grateful. We are, however, being significantly impacted by the need 
for staff to take PCR tests and await the results if they display any symptoms of Covid. This is 
obviously the right and safe course of action but, as we enter the colder seasons, there will 
inevitably be higher numbers of staff in this situation. 
 
In the event of any staff absence we work hard to ensure this is covered by the most well known 
members of staff to the pupils and that we keep cover as consistent for pupils as is possible. 
Where there are multiple members of staff missing we borrow from other classes, all of 
leadership are utilised in classes, the admin team support over lunches, we bring in staff from 
the agency we use if they are able to send anyone etc.  
 
We truly do exhaust all safe options for covering absence but occasionally we reach a point, 
once all these options are drained, where we have to make the extremely difficult decision to 
close to some pupils/classes. We always try and do this with as much notice as is possible and it 
is always done with extreme reluctance and regret. We will always ensure this is for the shortest 
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amount of time possible, that we monitor that the same pupils are not repeatedly impacted and 
will continue to update our website with home learning which can be done on such days. 
 

It is far from ideal and is the last thing we want to do. We will continue to work hard to avoid it 

being necessary for anyone in the future but it felt only right to reach out to you all about this. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Isabel Robson 

Headteacher 

 

 


