
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

So, as many of you know, this is one of my absolute favourite �mes in school 

as we near Christmas (the Christmas jumpers will be making an appearance 

from next week!).  

  

Unfortunately, our normal Christmas ac�vi�es are on hold, but this doesn't 

mean that we won’t s�ll have fun.  Friends of Herons Dale and the classes 

have a lot of things planned.  We also recognise that some children may struggle due to the changes, 

please see inside this newsle*er strategies to help your child cope. 
 

Although the weather is rela�vely mild, it’s s�ll rather chilly, please make sure that you send your child 

in to school with a warm coat/hat/gloves as we do s�ll try and get out as much as possible to blow the 

cobwebs away.   With this in mind, we have also published inside our ‘Snow Plan’.  Please read this, as 

enviably it will happen at some point. 
 

Proudly displayed at the front of the school is our new rainbow.  This rainbow 

came about due to the rainbows that were displayed in the windows of houses 

during the first lockdown – this was seen as a symbol of hope and brighter days 

ahead and served as a thank you to all the wonderful key workers.  Each class 

took part and there was one coloured oval for each child who was in school at 

the time it was made.  It truly celebrates the resilience or our wonderful pupils 

and the staff working with them and demonstrates how important community is to the school. Well 

done to all those involved in making this beautiful and symbolic piece of artwork for our school which 

will help us remember this time as positively as possible for years to come. 
 

Thank you all for your continued support throughout what continues to be trying times. Your positive 

words of encouragement and thanks are really helping staff to feel upbeat and to know what a 

difference they are making. Our Recovery Curriculum has been a tremendous success in supporting 

pupils this term and it will continue for many after Christmas. For other pupils they may begin dipping 

their toes in the water of our other curriculums, indeed, some have already started. Rest assured, the 

teachers know your children well and will ensure that curriculum decisions have your child at the 

centre.  
 

As ever, never hesitate to get in touch and we look forward to sharing some of our new look festivity 

plans in the coming weeks!  
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Staffing News:  

 

Welcome to our new staff members this month  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sadly we say goodbye to Debbie McConnell.  We wish you well in your new career. 

 

Ashley Whi*aker 

Farmhouse 

Courtney Griffiths  

Skyscrapers 

Steve Pile  

Premises officer 

Can you help with :  
 

 Sauce bo+les 

 Christmas Wrapping Paper  

 Plumbing pipes and joining bits  

 Open gu+ering  

 Wheelbarrows or trolleys suitable for Herons Forest  

 Rope 

 Large Cable Reels 

 Small Christmas decora�ons 

 Dinosaurs or dinosaur related  items 

 

Your generosity is amazing, thank you so much for sending in items 

from our last wanted list! 

Ivan Garcia 

All classes 



Seesaw  
 

What is SeeSaw and why are we using it? 
 

Seesaw is our newest app and we are really pleased at how 

everyone has engaged with this.   

 

Seesaw has 2 different apps, Seesaw and Seesaw Class and you need both.   

 

Seesaw Class is being used for home learning which is why it is so important parents sign up to the  

CLASS app as well as the families one. Teachers are sending home photos and videos of their 

children's work, stories and songs used in class, along with games, challenges and quizzes?  If your 

child is off with Covid-19 symptoms and is too poorly to complete work then there is certainly no 

expecta�on for them to do so, its just there if you wish to use it. 

 

If you have not signed up yet you are definitely missing out.  We have sent home a QR code for you 

to scan.   

 

Download the Class app from the Play or App store.  Open the app and there is an op�on to scan 

the QR code which will allow you access to your child’s account.  If you have lost your le*er, or 

need another code, we can help 

 

Please contact the school office if you are unsure how to use this app or sign in.   

Christmas at Herons Dale 
 

Christmas at Herons Dale is always a very special �me. This year however, unsurprisingly, it will 

be slightly different.  Sadly we have had to postpone our usual Christmas Performance and 

Na�vity with the parents joining in with the fes�vi�es.  This is very sad for all of us, but , we have 

other very exci�ng plans to announce! 
 

Star�ng on the 1st December,  we will be producing a Christmas Advent calendar of pictures and 

videos to send home to our wonderful parent/carers every day of December. 
 

We are having a COVID-19 safe Pantomime for the children and of course, Father Christmas will 

s�ll be visi�ng.   
 

C�������� L��� will s�ll go ahead on 

Thursday 17th December with Crackers and Music and 

fun.  The children will be ea�ng in their classrooms and 

lunch will be bought to them by Santa’s Helpers.  If your 

child normally has a packed lunch they are more than 

welcome to have a Christmas lunch on this day, please 

send in £2.35 in an envelope marked with your child’s 

name and Christmas lunch. 



Emergency Contact Details 
 

Have you got a new Phone? moved house ? Changed your job ? Have you told us? 

 

It is really important and is a legal requirement that contact details for 

our pupils and family members are kept up to date.  Please remember to 

let us know if you change your mobile or move house. 

 

We will shortly be sending home a contact sheet for you to confirm your 

details.  Did you know, that it is also law, that we have at least two 

emergency contact numbers, other than parents for each child.   

 

 

Dietary Requirements: 
 

If your child requires a special diet, please contact the school office and ask for a SPECIAL DIET 

FORM.   
 

West Sussex County Council are commi*ed to suppor�ng the provision of a balanced school meal 

with special dietary requirements whenever required, and possible. This referral form is essen�al 

to provide West Sussex County Catering Services the informa�on to support the process of 

ensuring that a safe special diet is planned for pupils who have a 

medical condi�on or an allergy / intolerance.  
 

The form must be completed by the Parent/Carer and 

include suppor�ng medical evidence . 

Behaviour Clinic 
  

Would you like support with your child’s behaviour at home or when you are out 

and about?  

  

We offer a Clinic for advice and support.  You may discuss your child’s behaviour at home or anything 

else you are concerned about.   

  

In these difficult times, we are very happy to offer a phone 

consultation.   

  

Please email becky.colley@heronsdale.co.uk or contact the school 

office and we will call/email you back. 



Christmas Lunch 

Outdoor Reading Area 

Marvellous Maths Middles 
 

Our Marvellous Middles have now taken on a maths theme and aGer 

returning from October half term, all classes were invited to take part 

in our 'Can We Build It' themed Marvellous Maths Middle, all about 

building Mazes!  

 

In their bubbles, the children worked on problem solving and inves�-

ga�ons linked to building mazes and the skills needed to use mazes, 

including persistence, hiding and finding, preposi�ons, planning, 

shape and space, and construc�ng. There were also mazes drawn on 

the playground for the children to navigate their way around!  

 

Dare I say it.... the children's work was A-MAZE-ING! We loved seeing them come back to 

school ready for the challenges we set. Well done!  

 



Friends of Herons Dale  
 

All the commi*ee of The Friends of Herons Dale hope you are all keeping well. 

 

Fund Raising Events:  

The Christmas Raffle, Tombola and Smar�e Challenge - 

will run up to Thursday 17
th

 December, so we can send 

any prizes home on the last day of term,  Friday 18
th

 

December. 

 

Amazing news, we have been chosen to be one of the Co-Op local chari�es once again.  Our outdoor Lead 

Tracy, will explain more in her sec�on of the Newsle*er. Please remember to keep suppor�ng us.  It is 

essen�al that you re-register, if you don’t then points (and money) will be lost.   

 

Thank You : 

To everyone who signed up to become a Co-Op member last year and chose us, you helped 

raise £9,445.76 and, along with other dona�ons received throughout the year, we raised a 

whopping £10,653.76. Thank you, thank you, thank you. 

 

 

Halloween Costumes. Thank you for everyone who bought a costume and helped raise £218.25 . This 

money will go towards presents from Father Christmas for all the children. 

 

Doughnut/Muffin Sale – A fantas�c £96.00 was raised. We are currently fundraising for four Water Tables 

at a cost of £1176 so the funds will be added to this..  

 

 

Christmas Brochure - You can place orders up un�l Friday 11
th

 December.  Orders will be sent home from 

Monday 14
th

, aGer Santa's’ li*le helpers have packed everything up. Thank you for all your orders so far. 

 

We will also be selling items via our Facebook page.  Items such as pre-loved Christmas Jumpers, and 

items that didn’t make it to our Christmas Brochure. 

h*ps://www.facebook.com/thefriendsoSeronsdaleprimaryschool 
 

  

Christmas Trees – If you order your tree from Coastal Christmas Tree, funds 

will be raised for the school.  We will let you know how much you have 

helped raised in the next Newsle*er.   

h*ps://www.coastalchristmastrees.co.uk  

When ordering, please add Herons Dale School to notes sec�on so the 

dona�on can be allocated to us. Failure to do this will result in the school not 

receiving the funds so this is very important 

 

Please send photos of you all decora�ng your tree, for us to put up on our Facebook page and 

next months Newsle*er. 

Wanted:  Prizes for our Christmas Raffle 



 

Friends of Herons Dale—Next mee�ng—Everyone Welcome 

 

In the New Year, date to be confirmed 

 

If you have any ideas for fundraising at the school or if want to nominate our school for your 

companies charity of the year, please contact Sam on the details below. 

 

Samantha Evans, Chair - The Friends of Herons Dale Primary School 

Herons Dale Primary School, Hawkins Crescent, Shoreham by Sea, West Sussex, BN43 6NR 

Tel: 01273 596904 or email fohd@herondale.co.uk   

 

 

Are you a Facebook user  -   If so, you can now raise 
money for us using the Facebook Birthday Fundraiser 
option. 

Amazon Smile 

A lot of people shop on Amazon but are not aware that they can register 

with Amazon Smile to raise funds for the school .  It is a simple, painless and 

easy process.   

Instruc�ons:  

Go to our Website: www.heronsdale.co.uk  

Find the Friends of Herons Dale Link on the leG hand side.  Scroll down to find the icon, click on it 

 

Enter your amazon account details and password and off you go! 

Another way to raise funds is via the ‘Giving Machine’:  
Every �me you shop on-line, go via ‘The Giving Machine’ to raise funds. Enter Giving Machine into 

Google and follow instruc�ons. 

h*ps://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/herons-dale-primary-school/ 

Or  

why not enter our School Lo*ery.   Again, go to our Friends of Herons Dale 

website page and click on the link on the page. 

h+ps://www.givinglo+ery.org.uk/support/the-friends-of-herons-dale-primary-school 

 

Lastly, we can now take dona�ons through Paypal using the email—fohd@heronsdale.co.uk 

 

 

Thank you for everything you do to help contribute to our school 

Further Fundraising ideas 





SNOW PLAN 

What happens when it Snows 
 

We are approaching that �me of year when the fluffy white stuff 

may fall from the heavens above. 

 

Closing the school is never an easy decision to make and not one we take lightly. We have to 

take several factors in to account; we have many children travelling from a large area on a 

variety of transport, also that staff have to travel from a wide area as well and we need to be 

sure that we will have enough staff on site to ensure that the children are kept safe. 

 

Just to clarify with you the arrangements for closing the school, should the need arise: 
 

 The Headteacher  will endeavour to make the decision at approximately 7:00am having 

spoken to key school personnel including one of our co-chairs, Rebecca Dunne or Joe 

Lightbody,  however, due to deteriora�ng weather condi�ons some�mes it may be later 
 

 If the decision to close the school is made, we will inform West Sussex County Council 

and the following radio sta�ons; Heart FM (102.4 & 103.5) & Splash FM (107.7) 
 

 An email or text will be sent via Parentmail / Seesaw and an announcement will also 

appear on our website www.heronsdale.co.uk  

 

Please remember to keep the school up to date with changes to mobile numbers 

or email addresses. 

 

Parent Support Group  
 

Emma Lightbody, runs this group is available to talk to and offer guidance and support, 

informa�on and advice as well as signpost you to groups or help with paperwork.  The 

group is not running at the moment due to the restric�ons, hopefully they will restart 

once restric�ons are over.  Due to social distancing rules she is  restricted to and 5 

other people so if possible could you message her on 07599 039479 to let her know if 

you would like to meet up.  

  

If you need help, please join her Facebook Group:  

herons dale primary school- hive virtual parent support 

group 

 

 

Please feel free to private Message or call  to ask any ques�ons if you are unable to 

a*end the group. 



Life Skills 

 

Life skill of the month this month has been fine motor skills, 

children across the school have worked hard to prac�ce different skills 

associated to this. Children use different fine motor skills every single day 

in school and recognise the importance of these such as wri�ng and 

cuXng using scissors. We are incredibly proud of all the children 

prac�cing these skills and hope they con�nue to grow in their confidence throughout the year!  

 

Next month's life skill will be all around independence, we hope to grow the children's confidence in 

their own amazing skills and look forward to showing you and telling you all about this in next 

month's newsle*er! 

PUPIL VOICE  
“What I though about An�-Bullying Week?” 

 

Khalid - Pyramid: Bullying is a bad choice, 

but unfortunately some people do bully.  I 

wrote a poem about an�-bullying. 

Seth - Skyscrapers: ABW was really 

good.  We did some drama. 
Cecily - Wigwam: Bullying is wrong because 

it is hur�ng people. 

Donte - Pyramids: It was good. Bullying is bad 

because it hurts other peoples feelings. 

Finlay - Firesta�on: We did posters and we 

made an an�-bullying banner. I really enjoyed 

it.  I learnt a lot. 



Odd Socks Day 
 

Children (and staff) joined in ‘Odd Sock day’ which was to support An�-

bullying week.  Its an opportunity to encourage people to express themselves 

and celebrate themselves and their individuality and what makes us all 

unique! 
 

School Council  
 

Every class is represented and the following children have been chosen by their 

classmates: 

 

Sophie from Wigwams, Bluebelle from Castles, Alex from Windmills, Jakoh from Igloos, Thomas from 

Lighthouses, Storm from Houseboats, Salma from Tents, Olivia from Skyscrapers, Maisey and Callum 

from Pyramids, Joshua from Firesta�on, Jakey from Farmhouses and Thomas from Barns.   

 

The school councillors will represent their class at a monthly mee�ng and will discuss such things as 

“The Playground  -  and how it can be improved” or “what I would like to see happen” 

 

We wish them well in their new roles and wait to hear all of the exci�ng ideas they have to make our 

amazing school even be*er. 



COOP LOCAL CAUSE 
 

We are very excited to update you all and let you know that we have 

received a total payout of £9445.76 over the past year from being one of their 

local chosen causes.  This is an amazing amount and will be going towards a 

new and improved cookery room for our children.  

 

We are extremely lucky to have been chosen to be one of the local causes for 

this coming year October 2020 – October 2021.  This year we are fund raising to 

replace the solar dome in Herons Forest with a purpose built wooden classroom similar to those in the 

pictures.  

 

For everyone that shops at the Coop you can go online and choose Friends of Herons Dale as your chosen 

cause.  For every item of Coop branded goods you buy we get 1% donated to the school and this soon 

adds up and as a Coop customer you also get 2p for every £1 you spend.   If you are not a Coop member 

already you can apply for a card for just £1. 

 

Anyone can vote for us as a cause and it doesn’t ma*er which Coop you shop at.  This link  

h*ps://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/47900 will take you directly to our page.  If you have trouble 

with this please visit Coop causes and then search for us – if we are not close to you please find us in the 

drop down op�on.  If we do not appear you can call the Coop and ask to choose us.   

 

Thank you so much to everybody for your con�nued support and please get as many of your friends and 

family to sign up as well.  

 

 

POPPIES 
 

Children in Farmhouse, Tent, Skyscraper 

and Windmill class produced some 

wonderful poppy artwork in the week of 

Remembrance Day.   

 

Children in Lighthouse class also made some 

rather tasty poppy biscuits.  



 



Children in Skyscrapers and Pyramids class have been 

looking at non-chronological reports in Literacy and decided 

it would be fun to write their own newspaper reports.   

 



Each child chose their own subject 



Recycling  
 

CRISP PACKETS  
 

To help us raise more money by geXng more packets in a box we would be very grateful if you 

can fla*en them before sending them in.  This also makes it easier for you to store as they will 

take up less room.  Another great way of storing them is by laying them flat, then folding in half 

and puXng inside another crisp packet.  A huge thankyou to everyone who is fla*ening their 

crisp packets its really helping to get more into a box  

 

We are, as ever, looking for cardboard boxes no bigger than 60 x 60 x 50cm to send each batch 

off.    

 

        
 

 

A reminder please NOT to include twiglet, cheddar, nut or popcorn packets as 

these cannot be recycled as part of the crisp packet scheme and it means 

someone has to go through them all to take them out.  

 

PENS 

Please keep collec�ng and sending in used pens, biros, felt 

�ps, highlighters and marker pens (no pencil crayons or wax 

crayons please).    We are almost ready to send the next box 

off to Terracycle.  

BATTERIES  

 

We are s�ll collec�ng ba*eries and this is now part of the Big Ba*ery that has been extended 

to the beginning of December.  Please con�nue to save ba*eries for us – it doesn’t ma*er if 

they come in a ba*ery hunt box or not.  

Ba*eries should not be put in with 

normal household waste so this is an 

ideal way of geXng rid of them in a safe 

way.  We are due a collec�on in the 

next week or so . 

 



VIRTUAL FUNDRAISING WALK AROUND THE UK  
 

Outdoor Learning Lead Tracy, is taking on the challenge of virtually walking 3944.5 miles around the UK 

as a fundraiser for school.  This equates to approximately 11 miles per day – all steps taken during the 

day will count towards this mileage.  

 

You can keep up to date on Tracy’s progress by following this link h*ps://www.myvirtualmission.com/

missions/62071/walking-round-the-uk 

 

If anyone would like to make a dona�on you can do so by following this link  

h*ps://www.gofundme.com/f/outdoor-learning-fundraising 

 

There is a minimum dona�on is £5 if anyone would like to donate less 

than this please get in touch so we can work with you to do this – 

Tracy doesn't want anyone to feel they have to donate this minimum 

amount. 

 

Also beware as it will automa�cally add a 15% �p to the amount you 

are dona�ng (this is a �p to allow a 0% fee for organisers) - if you do 

not want to include this click on the arrow next to the 15% and change 

to other and put in amount of 0.00. 

 

At the �me of wri�ng this ar�cle Tracy has walked 269.8 miles and is 

‘virtually’ in Looe in Cornwall.  

Library 

I’m sure you agree, our library areas are 

looking amazing  now they are fully 

stocked.   

Thank you to parents for dona�ons of 

books and for staff sor�ng and 

categorising.  

 







 Christmas Strategies 
 

We recognise that Christmas can be a difficult and challenging 

�me for our pupils and families. There are changes to rou�nes 

and even to sounds, smells, foods etc.  

 

Below is a link which looks at both the signs that our children are 

struggling and strategies to help them cope at this �me of year.  

 

We will also make sure our Facebook page updates you all on any 

other resources which we find and please be assured, that we are here to help in any way we 

can e.g. social stories etc.   

 

Ways to ease children’s anxiety… 

1. Keep a decora�on-free zone 

2. Advance warnings about changes to schedule 

3. Reduce some expecta�ons and allow movement breaks 

4. Listen and prepare to compromise 

 

h*ps://www.teachwire.net/news/are-your-send-children-coping-with-christmas 

Strategy Sec�on—A*en�on Au�sm  
 

Attention Autism is a highly motivating and creative approach 

to building attention and early communication skills. It is an 

intervention model designed by Gina Davies, Specialist Speech 

and Language Therapist. It aims to develop natural and 

spontaneous communication through the use of visually based 

and highly motivating activities. Her primary objective is that the sessions are fun and “offer an 

irresistible invitation to learn”! 

  

 

Aims of Attention Autism 

 

 To engage attention 

 To improve joint attention 

 To develop shared enjoyment in group activities 

 To increase attention in adult-led activities 

 To encourage spontaneous interaction in a natural group setting 

 To increase non-verbal and verbal communication through commenting 

 To build a wealth and depth of vocabulary 

 To have fun! 



Attention Autism (Continued) 

 

Stages of Attention Autism 

The Attention Autism programme progresses through a series of stages, building on each skill level. Each 

new stage is introduced when the group is ready to expand attention skills. 

  

Stage 1: The Bucket to Focus Attention 

A bucket is filled with visually engaging objects and toys, aiming to gain the shared 

attention of the group. The adult leader shows each item to the group and uses simple 

repetitive vocabulary to comment on the various objects. 

 

Stage 2: The Attention Builder 

Visually stimulating activities are shown to the group by the adult leader, aiming to sustain 

attention for a longer period. The activities are fun, visually engaging and can often involve 

delightful mess! 

 

Stage 3: Turn taking & Re-engaging Attention 

The adult leader demonstrates a simple activity, often modelled with another adult 

in the group. Some children are then invited to have a turn but only if they are 

comfortable to do so. Not every child in the group will get a turn, which then 

teaches important emotional regulation skills, as well as the essential skills of 

waiting, turn-taking and learning through modelling. 

 

Stage 4: Shifting & Re-engaging Attention 

Stage 4 aims to develop the skill of engaging and shifting attention. The adult 

leader demonstrates a simple creative task, and then gives each child an 

individual kit to copy the task. The children take their kits to a table, complete 

the task independently, and then everyone returns to the group to show their 

completed tasks. 

  

More complex skills can be introduced as confidence and social skills develop e.g. sharing materials, 

working with a partner, problem solving. 

  

Attention Autism principles can then be generalised to curriculum activities (e.g. literacy and numeracy) 

to facilitate learning and skill development. 

 

Useful Link to see A*en�on Au�sm in ac�on: http://asdteacher.com/attention-autism-stage-1-attention-

bucket/  

 

There are also lots of examples on YouTube and Gina Davies Au�sm 

Centre h*ps://ginadavies.co.uk/ as well as on our Facebook page—just 

search for A*en�on Au�sm. 



 

Over the lockdown and summer holidays Extra�me ran a daily workshop via Zoom with some of the 

providers they work with to bring music, magic, animals and shows to families.  

 

While the daily sessions have now come to an end they are now going to be running a session on 

Saturdays at 11am with Animazing / Tony the magican. These sessions are completely free and open to 

everyone  All they require is a booking form to be completed which can be done via the link below. 

 

h*ps://www.extra�mebrighton.org.uk/extra�me-and-friends-live-sessions-form/ 

 

A link will be sent out to those who have signed up on Friday ahead of the session on Saturday 

morning.  

ALL TERRAIN WHEELCHAIR  
 

Our wonderful all terrain wheelchair now has a brand new shed to live in 

thanks to Lloyd Petersen of Odd Job Handyman Brighton.   

 

He spent 2 days building this from scratch for us and at one point used it to 

shelter from torren�al rain – luckily he could confirm that the shed was 

indeed waterproof ^   

 

h*ps://www.facebook.com/oddjobbrighton 
 



Federa�on and Management Commi+ee update 
 

We now have a new Chair of our Federa�on, Grahame 

Robson.  Grahame was previously headteacher of  

Manor Green College. 

 

Governor Biography 

 

Becky Colley 

 

Becky has been the Staff and Link Governor for 4 years and being in this 

posi�on has broadened her knowledge and understanding of how 

everything works; from finance to recrui�ng.  She says “This role gives 

you a tremendous opportunity to get to know the workings of the 

school closely, and poten�ally influence, the way a school operates. 

Being a staff governor is about taking a strategic view in the interest of 

pupils and the whole school, something I am s�ll very passionate about. 

“ 

A huge thank you to everyone who sent in a dona�on for 

Children in need.  The children enjoyed their ‘no school 

uniform’ day.   

 

We have sent off a cheque 

for £151.02.  

 

 



Herons Forest 
 

Happy faces and laughter has been seen and heard in Herons Forest when the rain came and 

filled up the puddle to give the children a feast of experiences.   

 

One of the comments from a child aGer playing in the puddle “it’s the best day of my life” and 

when asked to score out of 10 the response was ’10,000’.  The children �pped and poured, they 

splashed, they jumped, they took risks and they drained water from their wellies into pots and 

back again! Waterproofs, wellies and spare clothes are needed to allow children to take part in 

these ac�vi�es.  Its also another �ck for helping with life skills when they need to get changed 

when they go back to class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the water drained away it leG us with some fantas�c squelchy mud – this proved a great 

lesson in cause and effect.  Ronnie kicked the mud by accident and some went over the 

Solardome so he tried again and con�nued un�l it was �me to go back to class.  When asked, 

he said that Herons Forest is ‘fun’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are always plenty of other ac�vi�es the children can take part in if they do not want to go 

in the puddle.  Now the sun isn’t shining quite as brightly the children can use the solar dome 

again so can explore some new bits and pieces that are now in there.  

 

 

 

 

 



Our plas�c bo*le greenhouse has now been finished – a huge thanks to everyone who helped 

to save bo*les for us J We cant wait to get ‘growing’ in there in the New Year. 

 

     

 

Council for Learning Outside the Classroom  
 

We were lucky enough to win a year’s membership to the 

Council for Learning Outside the Classroom.    

 

Here staff can access a wealth of informa�on including future 

free webinars and training as well as past webinars.  Curriculum 

linked resource packs and e-bulle�ns fortnightly with a 

roundup of related news, developments and research.  

 

We are hoping to gain more ideas to further enhance children’s 

Learning Outside the Classroom.  

 

h*ps://www.lotc.org.uk  

WINNERS BENCH  
 

We have now received our recycled plas�c picnic bench – it has been put together and is now in 

place on the green playground.  This means that any children in a wheelchair will be able to sit at the 

bench with their friends.  
 

The bench was supplied by Bri�sh Recycled Plas�c h*ps://bri�shrecycledplas�c.co.uk/   Benches are 

made from ScoXsh agricultural waste such as silage and hay bale wrappers and crates. These are 

then all mixed together to give the plas�c its incredible strength.  

 





BULB PLANTING 
 

We are lucky recipients of 600 flower bulbs along with booklets to read and trowels for plan�ng the 

bulbs.  We are going to be plan�ng them at the top of the driveway and in our nature hub area meaning 

in the spring �me we will have a wonderful display of colourful flowers.  Not only will this be a feast for 

the eyes it will also be a feast for minibeasts and pollinators.  

NATURE HUB  
 

We have recycled an old 

climbing frame to use as a 

den in our nature hub area.  

This area is turning into a 

lovely place for the children 

to go to for quiet and calm 

moments either individually 

or as a class.  

 

 

      

 

 

 

The children have started to plant some bulbs in one of the growing beds in this area as well. 
  



 

Welcome to our Artsmark news page! 

 

We have officially started working towards our Artsmark journey and look forward to taking you along 

with us! 
 

What is Artsmark? 

Artsmark is the crea�ve quality standard for schools, accredited by Arts Council England.  It provides a 

clear framework for teachers to plan, develop and evaluate arts, culture, and crea�vity across the 

curriculum. 
 

What are the 'Arts'? 

The arts include subjects such as music, art, dance, drama/roleplay, crea�ve wri�ng and so much 

more!  We place these very highly in our curriculum as studies have shown how beneficial these 

prac�cal subjects are to children. 
 

Research has demonstrated that involvement in the arts increases student achievement across all 

subject areas, as well as social and adap�ve skills. Part of this is due to the mul�-sensory nature of the 

arts: memory and cogni�on improve when academic content is combined with color-coding, 

movement, rhythm, sound phrases, textures and other sensory input. 
 

Our Artsmark Journey 

In our Artsmark sec�on, we will be sharing our latest Artsmark news with you every month to tell you all 

about the wonderful ac�vi�es we have taken part in. We will also be upda�ng you with the latest arts 

news from across the school community as it breaks. In addi�on to our Artsmark newsle*ers, we will 

also be sharing photos and videos to show how the children and staff in school are embracing the arts 

through daily learning and during other subjects in school. 

What’s been happening this month?  
 

This month we celebrated the start of our journey with an Artsmark Celebra�on week in school. All 

classes throughout the school took part in an autumn themed crea�ve week and got stuck in! From 

pain�ng to different styles of music, natural art and vegetable prin�ng, all students got crea�ve and 

produced some fantas�c projects. 
 

As you are already aware, pupil voice is important in our school and we took the opportunity to ask 

them about the arts at Herons Dale School. Here’s what the pupils thought… 
 

 “I like singing, drama and art because it is super fun!” 

 “I like art because I love geXng crea�ve!” 

 “I like dance because it’s exci�ng” 
 

Pupils also had the opportunity to create a ‘Crea�vity’ logo for our school. This will be used on some 

special Performing Arts T-shirts we will wear in the community during performances, on our Artsmark 

blog and a*ached to any crea�ve project throughout the school. Stay tuned for next month’s news page 

to find out the winner. 



 



Term Dates 2020/2021 

All personal data/special category data herein are processed in accordance with UK data protec�on legisla�on.  Further details are available from the Organisa�on. 

  

Autumn Term 2020/2021 

Half Term 26th to 30th October 2020 

Break up for Christmas Friday 18th December 2020 

  

Spring Term 2020/2021 

Return to School Monday 4th January 2021 

Half Term 15th to 19th February 2021 

Break up for Easter Thursday 1st April 2021 

 

Summer Term 2020/2021 

Return to School Monday 19th April 2021 

Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May 2021 

Bank Holiday Monday 31st May 2021 

Half Term 1st to 4th June 2021 

Inset Day Friday 23rd July 2021 

Inset Day Monday 30th November 2020 

Inset Day Friday 30th April 2021 

Break up for Summer Thursday 22nd July 2021 


