
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It is with great pleasure that I am sending this month’s 

newsle�er to you all as the new Headteacher of Herons Dale 

Primary School.  

 

From the moment I first joined the school, nearly six years ago, 

Herons Dale, its pupils, families, staff and the whole community, has had my 

heart.  My priori�es remain that your children will con�nue to be happy, safe 

and healthy and that they enjoy engaging, s�mula�ng and personalised learning 

which enables them to make progress, develop confidence, independence and 

life skills. 

 

Many thanks for all the well wishes I have received.  I am looking forward to 

con�nuing to work closely with you all and thank you for your ongoing support 

of the school. 

 

We have had another busy month; I’m 

not sure where it has flown to?! Please 

enjoy this taster of what we have been 

up to. 

 

Have a wonderful half term when it 

arrives!  And I shall look forward to 

seeing you all back in school on Monday 

31st October. 

 
 

OCTOBER 2016 

Herons Dale Primary School 

‘Please 

keep your 

contact details 

up to date’ 

Vision Statement 

 

"In our safe and 

happy school we 

work together 

communica�ng 

effec�vely to 

ensure everyone 

has access to a 

suppor�ve and 

crea�ve learning 

environment, 

providing 

challenges and 

celebra�ng all 

Isabel Robson 

Le�ers sent home: 
 

Bags2School leer 

Friends Newsleer 

Headteacher 

announcement  

New parents PLP’s  

 

If you have not 

received these le�ers, 

please contact the 

school office  

Friday 21st October – Halloween Disco 
 

The children will be enjoying a Halloween disco put on by 

the Friends of Herons Dale on Friday (tomorrow) 

a�ernoon as an end of term treat.  All children will be 

given an ice-cream (Dairy/Gluten Free available.) We will 

be having a lucky dip so please send in a small dona�on if 

possible (20p) 

 

Children may change in to Fancy Dress Costumes at lunch�me for 

the disco if they wish.   

 

Parents are invited to the disco from 1:45pm to 2:15pm a�er 

which Teas/Coffees will be served in the Dining Hall.  You will be 

able to collect your child at normal end of school �me (2:45pm.)   



HERONS DALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Christmas Pantomime at the Ropetackle  
 

A huge THANK YOU goes once again to the Adur East Lions Club who have 

sponsored us and will be providing a Christmas Pantomime at the Ropetackle 

on Tuesday 27 December at 2:30pm exclusively for our children and their 

families.  We will be contac�ng parents via a separate le�er closer to the 

date, but please put in your diary.  This year the Pantomime will be Beauty 

and the Beast.   

 

Tickets go really fast, so please, once you receive the le�er please send it back as soon as possible as we 

are limited in numbers  
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Therapists/Helpers and Volunteers 

 

Alison Cooke is the West Sussex Manual Handling Advisor.  She works closely with Jo Ward one of our 

Higher Level Teaching Assistants. 

 

Chris and Daisy Dog.  We are so lucky that we have a Pets as Therapy (PAT) dog 

come in to our school every week.  The children really enjoy a visit from Daisy  

 

 

We are also thankful that we also have some wonderful volunteers 

that help in our classrooms.  Heidi volunteers in Apples Class on a 

Tuesday and Wednesday.  We also have the amazing Luke, who is an ex-

pupil of Herons Dale.  A�er leaving Herons Dale in 2006, Luke went on to 

Oak Grove College, where he obtained many spor�ng medals as well as 

passing lots of exams.  He joins the Bananas class on a Friday and is 

having a great �me. 

 

 

As you are aware, we now have a Special School Nurse working with us. Her name is Emma Kellie and 

she is with us five days a week.  Her role is to work with Educa�on, suppor�ng us to 

ensure the health needs of all children are met.  Emma has been a children’s nurse 

for over 20 years and has varied experience, working within both the acute and 

community se3ng. She is delighted to be working with Herons Dale School. If there 

are any issues or you have any concerns regarding your child’s health needs please 

contact Emma via the school.  

Au�sm Sussex clinics ** New Dates ** 

 

We are really happy to announce that thanks to money we have received through Adur 

Hive, we are able to con�nue Au�sm Sussex to work with us for the rest of this year and 

indeed right up to the end of December 2017.   

 

The clinics are held here in school.   To book an appointment, please email 

familysupport@au�smsussex.org.uk or contact their Enquiry Line: 0345 450 0060 

 
 

Autumn Term 2016 Spring Term 2017 Summer Term 17 Autumn Term 17 

21
st

 November 16, 

No clinic in December 16 

  

16 January 17 

27
th

 February 17 

20
th

 March 17 

No clinic in April 17 

  

15
th

 May 17 

19
th

 June 17 

17
th

 July 17 

No clinic in August 17 

  

18
th

 September 17 

16
th

 October 17 

20
th

 November 17 

18
th

 December 17 
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Table Cricket  

We have been really lucky to have been funded for a member of staff from 

Sussex Cricket Founda�on and the Lord’s Taverners, to come in to deliver 

Table Cricket lessons and a break-�me club for all pupils.  Pupils have been 

buddying up and Tangerines and Cherries 

classes have had great fun working together to make it all fun and 

totally accessible for all.  This will lead in to a tournament with local 

schools and clubs.   

 
 

Outdoor Project  

Watermelons class have just completed 6 weeks of the 'Outdoor 

Project.'  During these weekly sessions the pupils took part in 

Forest School. This ‘outdoor’ approach to learning and play has 

had a great effect on the natural development of the children, 

suppor�ng them with social skills, team work development, 

confidence, problem solving skills and emo�onal well-being. It 

has been lovely to see them so engaged in nature making mud 

cakes, shelters, autumn crowns and iden�fying different trees, 

leaves and insects.  

Healthy Hearts 

 

This half term Strawberries class took part in the Happy Hearts 

program. Each week we learnt about how our bodies and how 

to keep them healthy. We enjoyed learning about how much 

sugar is in different types of food, how our heart beats faster 

a�er exercise and what is in a balanced diet. The program 

rounded off with a special visit from Arty Beat and healthy 

smoothie making.  Thanks Arty Beat we had so much fun!  

 

Ques�onnaire to Parents 

 

A massive thank you to those parents that have completed the ques�onnaire we sent out with the last 

newsle�er.  If you have yet to complete this, please send in by Friday, the last day of  half term.   

 

We really value your views and by comple�ng this you will be helping to shape the future of the school.   

 

If you would like any help comple�ng for form, or would prefer an electronic copy, please contact the 

school office.   



Parent Support Group  

 

The Parent Support Group run by Beckie Dunne happens every Monday morning in the 

Community Room at School.  Please come along and have a coffee and find about all 

the latest grants and other events which are open to parents of children with special 

needs. 
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E-Safety—Free Training 

 

On 16
th

 November the school will be offering an informa�on session for parents on e

- Safety.  If you would like to a�end, please contact the school office. Training will 

take place in school from our e-safety advisor from 1:45pm for about an hour. We 

would love as many parents as possible to come along and help support your child/

children  as  they ba�le through the cyber-maze.  This is a fun event.  If you would 

like to come to this, please contact the school office. 

Assembly—Everybody writes 

 

This week we have been celebra�ng Everybody Writes Day!  

This is a na�onal project to celebrate wri�ng in our schools.  Our children 

a�ended a special assembly about it on Monday.  A�er this, every class 

was given an art canvas for each child to write or mark make upon.  The 

theme was 'me'. These canvases will eventually be displayed as a whole 

school collage of our brilliant writers somewhere in the school - watch this 

space!  

 

 

Bag 2 school 

 

You should have received your le�er and plas�c bag to collect items for our 

collec�on.  Bag2School works with over 20,000 schools in organising tex�le 

collec�ons to raise money for schools.  Bag2School give us money according to the 

weight so send in lots of heavy items!!   

 

Judging by what you have already sent in, its going to be a bumper year! 

 

The bags should be returned to school on the Tuesday a�er half-term Tuesday 1st November. 

 

Many thanks for your support in con�nuing to raise much needed funds for the school.   

Canvas by Pineapples Class  
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Reward Systems at Herons Dale School 

 

House points 

The School operates a house team system. There are 4 houses: Blue, Yellow, Red and Green. All pupils 

join one of the house teams when they start at the school. Pupils can receive house points from any 

member of staff to recognise good behaviour or hard work for example.  Pupils follow which team is 

winning on a score chart and weekly in ‘Star of the Week assembly’.  At the end of each half term, 

pupils in the winning house team have a group reward, usually chosen by the school council. 

 

Star of the Week 

A pupil from each class is chosen as class star, each week. This award 

can be for anything outstanding that week. The stars of the week are 

presented in an assembly on Friday a�ernoons. There are also 

general stars for speech, signing, sport, buddies and science - these 

can go to any pupil in the school.  Pupils receive a cer�ficate, to take 

home and a copy is displayed in school.  The children are always very 

excited to be at this assembly. 

An�-bullying  

 

Na�onal an� bullying week is 14-18
th 

November and we will be having a 

special assembly on the 22
nd

 November from Scope performing “The 

Highway Rat" by Julie Donaldson which is all about bullying . 

 

Our an�-Bullying Policy contains the following statement: 

 

Statement of Intent  

At Herons Dale, we believe that:  

• Bullying is unacceptable and damages both the bully and the bullied. h�p://

rosebank.ea.dundeecity.sch.uk/news/school-photographer-visi�ng-tuesday-15th-september/

image/image_view_fullscreen 

• Bullying is a problem to which solu�ons can be found.  

• Seeking help and openness are regarded as signs of strength not weakness.  

• All members of our community will be listened to and taken seriously.  

• Everyone has the right to enjoy and achieve in an atmosphere that is free from fear.  

• All of us have a responsibility to ensure that we do not abuse or bully others.  

• All of our pupils should be taught (in a way which takes account of their learning needs) to 

recognise bullying behaviour and to differen�ate between bullying behaviour and a one-off 

incident.  

• Children should feel able and be supported to communicate with an adult if they are worried 

about bullying and have a right to expect that their concerns will be listened to and treated 

seriously.  

• Children should be involved in decision making about ma�ers that concern them.  

• We all have a duty to work together to protect vulnerable individuals from bullying and other 

forms of abuse.  

 

We believe in tackling bullying by encouraging an environment where individuality is celebrated and 



School Photographer  

 

Our School Photographer will be here on Wednesday 23
rd

 November to 

take photos of the children and staff.  If possible, could your child please 

wear school uniform on this day.  Photos will be sent home a couple of weeks later, in �me for you to 

purchase for Christmas presents. 
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Friends of Herons Dale  

 

The Friends of Herons Dale will be holding a Bric-a-Brac sale in the Community 

Room on Friday 4
th

 November and a Phoenix Cards Sale on Tuesday 29th 

November.  You can pick up some lovely items and cards in �me for Christmas. 

  

Windlesham House School  -  Firework Celebra�on 

 

A�er half term, the Strawberries class will once again be working with 

Windlesham House School on Art projects.  They did this last term and it was 

an outstanding success.  This has been mutually beneficial and our children 

have loved visi�ng this amazing school.   

 

Having built up links with the school over many years, we are 

thankful that the Headteacher, Mr Richard Foster, has invited us 

once again to be part of their Firework Celebra�ons on Saturday 

5th November.  Arrive 6pm for Fireworks at 6:30pm.  Numbers will 

be limited, so please get in early if you wish to come along. This is 

always a really fun evening for the whole family, with the children 

receiving a hot dog whilst watching the fireworks set to music.  

 

New Menu a�er half-term 

 

Please see overleaf the new menu from Monday 31st October.  The lunches remain the same price, £2.20 

a day or £11.00 a week.   

 

In order to celebrate Na�onal School Meals week, there will be a Special lunch on Wednesday 2
nd

 

November  – Bangers and Mash Day.  The meal will cost the usual £2.20 (to children in Yr3, Yr4, Yr5 and 

Yr6) and will consist of: 

Sausage and Mash (or Veggie Sausage) 

Baked Beans or Peas 

Gravy  

 

And for pudding its Rocket Whip! (Trifle) 
 

 
 





Dates for the Diary 

 

Please see the calendar below for significant dates.  

◄ October November  2016 December ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  31 October 

Halloween 
  
First Day 
back 
  
Parent Support 
Group 

1 
Table Cricket 

2 
  

3 
Continence Clinic 

4 
Friends of Her-
ons Dale Bric-a-
brac sale in the 
Community 
Room 

5 
YSYT 
  
Fireworks at 
Windlesham 

6 
YSYT 

7 
Parent Support 
Group 

8 
Table Cricket 
  
Soundabout in 
school all day 

9 
  

10 
  

11 
Bach Herbal 
Remedies Clinic 

12 
  

13 
  

14 
Parent Support 
Group 
Medicals in 
School 

15 
Table Cricket 

16 
e-safety training 
for Parents 

17 
  

18 
  

19 
YSYT 

20 
YSYT 

21 
Parent Support 
Group 
  
Autisim Sussex 
Parent Clinic 

22 
Table Cricket 

23 
School Photogra-
pher here 

24 
  

25 
  

26 
  

27 
  

28 
Parent Support 
Group 

29 
Table Cricket 
  
Friends of Her-
ons Dale Phoenix 
Cards Sale 
  

30 
  

Notes: 
Beauty and the Beast at Ropetackle Tuesday 

27 December at 2:30pm 
  



2016   

Term Dates: 

Autumn Term 

Halloween Disco - Friday 21 October 

Friday 21 October – Break up for Half-Term 

  

Half term:  

Monday 24 October to Friday 28 October 

  

Ends:  

Friday 16 December 2016 - Break up for Christmas 

    

Christmas break 2016 Monday 19 December to Monday 2 January 2017 

  

2017   

Term Dates 

Spring term 2017 

Starts:  

Tuesday 3 January – INSET DAY - School Closed 

Wednesday 4 January – First day for pupils 

  

Friday 17 February - INSET DAY - School Closed 

Half term:  

Monday 20 February to Friday 24 February 

  

Ends:  

Friday 7 April - School closed for Easter 

    

Easter break 2017 Monday 10 April to Friday 21 April 

    

Term Dates 

Summer term 2017 

Starts:  

Monday 24 April – INSET DAY - School Closed 

Tuesday 25 April – First day for pupils 

  

Half term:  

Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June 

Monday 5 June – INSET DAY - School Closed 

Tuesday 6 June – First day for pupils 

  

Ends:  

Tuesday 25 July 2017 - Break up for Summer 

Term Dates 2016  -  2017 


