
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to another jam packed Newsle�er. It has been 

yet another amazing month full to burs�ng with 

ac�vi�es, trips and lots of learning and fun! 

  

A tremendous SCIENCE WEEK took place earlier this 

month with a Science Fair finale!! Enjoy looking at all of the photos and 

see what the children themselves had to say about events! 

  

Thank you for the responses to the Parent Ques�onnaires. The 

informa�on provided to us is invaluable. We are in the process of 

colla�ng these and we will soon be sending a le�er out sharing this with 

you, including what we have already done and what we plan to do as a 

response to your thoughts. 

 

We hope you are all looking forward to the fes�ve season as much as we 

are (I can’t wait to break out the Christmas jumpers) – please find 

informa�on regarding all our Christmas events inside! 

NOVEMBER 2017 

‘Please keep 

your contact 

details up to 

date’ 

Our Vision 

Statement 
 

" Enabling, 

valuing and 

empowering 

all, in our 

posi�ve, safe 

and happy 

school. " 

Le�ers sent home: 
 

If you have not 

received these le�ers, 

please contact the 

school office  
 

Giving Machine 

Class le�ers about 

trips   

Herons Dale Primary School 

Current a	endance 

93% 
 

Target a	endance 

93% 

Inset days—2017/2018 
 

Spring Term—Friday 9th February 

Summer Term—Monday 16th April  

Staffing News 
 

We welcome Clare Canneaux  who has joined 

us as Play�me, Interven�on and Mid-day Meals 

Supervisor (PIMS) and Tracy Vise as a Casual 

Teaching Assistant. 

 

 

I am delighted to be able to share with you the 

very happy news that Red is expec�ng her second child in April 

2018. She will begin her maternity leave from the Easter 

Holidays 2018 and so we will be sharing with you plans for 

Chimes staffing once this is finalised next term. Please be 

assured that con�nuity and consistency for your children are 

of paramount importance to us and we will ensure this is 

maintained for them.  Huge Congratula�ons Red! 

Clare Canneaux 
Tracy Vise 



E-safety 
 
We would like to invite all parents to an informa�on session on e-safety.   

 

This will be held in school on the 6
th

 of December from 1.30- 2.30.  It will be led by 

entrust, our e-safety partner,  who will also be upda�ng our staff on e-safety as well 

as giving a special learning session on keeping safe online to our year 5/6 pupils.  As technology changes 

so quickly we recognise that yearly training is important for all staff ensure our pupils stay safe online.  

 

To book a place, please contact the school office either by phone 01273596904 or email 

office@heronsdale.co.uk  

Pantomime at the Ropetackle 

 

We are very lucky once again to be supported by Adur East 

Lions club.  They are providing us with FREE �ckets to the 

Pantomime, Dick Whi0ngton at the Ropetackle in Shoreham on 

Thursday 28
th

 December at 2:30pm.   

 

This is always a brilliant performance and enjoyed by adults and 

children.  Please complete the slip below and return to the 

office as soon as possible.   

 

We would like to ask that you only take the �ckets if you are intending to turn up as the �ckets are 

limited.  There are a few �ckets le2, so don’t miss out.   

 

�————————————————————————————————-- 

Dick Whi�ngton 

 

Child’s Name:____________________________ 

I would like ______ �ckets to the pantomime at the Ropetackle on Thursday 

28
th

 December at 2:30pm 



School Council  
 

Our School Council have been really busy and have met twice this month.   

At the first mee�ng Councillors chose their Head and Deputy for this 

year.  Duly elected were Orestas from Trumpets Class and Phoenix from 

Triangles.  We wish them both lots of luck in their roles this year.   

 

The children also chose their favourite songs for the Christmas Performance 

in their first mee�ng and talked about how School Council can impact on the 

school as a whole.   

 

Before the second mee�ng each class then got together and the children were asked for ideas to 

make the school be�er.  Everyone had lots of exci�ng thoughts and opinions and Orestas and 

Phoenix will be mee�ng with Isabel soon to decide where the School Council focus should be for next 

term.   

 

We will keep you posted. 

 

One of our pupils has expressed an interest in crea�ng a display in 

school which celebrates our pupils’ achievements outside of school. 

Kevin, is going to take responsibility for designing and construc�ng the 

display and will then keep it up to date. 

He is keen to have lots of photos on the 

display so if you have any photos which 

you would be happy to share then please do send them in to your 

child’s class teacher with a brief descrip�on. Achievements can take 

any shape or size from going up a level in Karate to brushing teeth for 

the first �me – we want to hear about them all! 

 

 
Advertising in our Newsletter  
 

We are forever looking at ways of raising funds for the school. As 

a way of doing this; Newsle�ers in the New Year will begin to 

feature a page of adver�sing. Businesses and individuals will have 

the opportunity to buy adver�sing space at a rate of £50 for 11 

issues. This does not mean that the school will be endorsing any 

product, business or service but simply u�lising another 

fundraising avenue. Please do let any of your friends or family 

know if this is something which may be of interest.  

 



November 2017 

We have had some great fun this month at Extra�me a2er School 

Club. We’ve been talking about different planets, which led to an 

Alien Hunt around Herons Dale School. Preston really enjoyed 

himself and quickly became Chief Alien Hunter.  

At Extra�me we really 

enjoy music. We like to 

play instruments, sing and 

listen! DJ Darren has even 

been blas�ng some tunes 

for us to dance to on the 

keyboard!  

*NEW CHANGES AT EXTRATIME* 

As you are aware, we are commi�ed to the con�nua�on of the a2er school club. Unfortunately we did 

not receive the uptake we had expected from both the local schools. Therefore we have had to 

reconsider the number of days that Extra�me will run during the term �me week. We want to ensure 

the provision con�nues to be a fun, social and exci�ng environment for children to enjoy with their 

friends. We have reviewed all the consulta�on feedback and worked closely with Herons Dale School 

and West Sussex County Council to make an informed decision about which days the club will run. 

Based on parent/carer feedback we have made the decision to run the a	er school club on Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays from January 2018. 

Extra�me always want your feedback, so please let us know your thoughts about the upcoming 

changes. I would also love to hear if you have any other ques�ons or comments about the a2er school 

club or holiday schemes. You can reach us either at the club, by phone on 01273 420580, or by email at 

hello@extra�mebrighton.org.uk. 

Many thanks and best wishes, 

Holly Van der Kleij 

Hawkins Crescent Venue Lead 

Extra�me 

 



A quick summary of the Compass 

West Sussex project 
 

The Compass Card is a free leisure discount card for 0 to 25 year olds (up �ll 25
th

 

birthday) with special educa�onal needs and disabili�es that have a big effect on 

daily living. The card – and the database (‘Compass West Sussex’)  that underpins 

it - are managed by the Sussex-based charity, Amaze, and funded by West Sussex County Council.  

The Compass project in West Sussex was launched in April 2016 and there are already 2000 0 to 25 

year olds with a Compass Card. But at just 23% of the es�mated numbers of 0 to 25 years olds who are 

eligible in West Sussex, there are many more who could benefit from the card.  

Compass Card West Sussex gives children and young people with addi�onal needs access to over 160 

discounts and special offers at more than 260 loca�ons, as well as regular free �ckets through our 

weekly e-newsle�er, Compass News West Sussex. 

Access to Compass literature and stats 

You can find Compass literature and reports on the resources page of our Compass Card website - 

h�p://www.compasscard.org.uk/resources-west-sussex/ You’ll also find annual stats (up to end March 

2017) on this page. If you’d like paper copies of our literature and Compass West Sussex registra�on 

packs, please let us know and we’ll send them through to you. 

 

Searchable, filterable informa�on about Compass Card offers 

Our free app is the easiest way to see all the regular offers on the Compass Card (search ‘compass 

card’ in the App Store or Google Play and download the West Sussex version). The informa�on on the 

app is also replicated in a user-friendly format on our website at h�p://www.compasscard.org.uk/

compass-card-offers/  

If you have any queries about the Compass Card or Compass West Sussex, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

Ann Blackburn 

Compass Card Development Manager  

| Amaze | Community Base, 113 Queens Road, Brighton BN1 3XG 

Tel: 01273 234020 | www.amazebrighton.org.uk | www.compasscard.org.uk 

Ofsted  -  Parent View 

Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think about your child’s 

school, from the quality of teaching to dealing with bullying and poor behaviour. 

The survey can be completed at any �me; you don’t have to wait un�l the school is 

being inspected. 

Ofsted will use the informa�on you provide when making decisions about which 

schools to inspect and when.  

Follow the link Ofsted Parent View from our website h�p://www.heronsdale.co.uk/informa�on.html or 

h�ps://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ then Click ‘Give your views’ to register and complete a survey. 



Meet the Management Committee  

Who are the Management Commi�ee of the school and what do they do? 

 

Members of the Management Commi�ee are volunteers that are elected and represent all areas of the 

school community.  This means that the interests of the pupils are at the heart of all that they do. 

 

Management Commi�ee Members care about our school and because of their varied backgrounds they 

are able to be the School’s ‘cri�cal friend’, and support me, the Headteacher, and the staff in the running 

of the school; ensuring that appropriate policies are in place. At the same �me, they bring an 

independent perspec�ve and ensure that the interests of the local community are taken into account. 

 

Our Management Commi�ee are very proud of Herons Dale School and its amazing progress and 

con�nuing improvement and development. 

 

The main roles of the Herons Dale School Management Commi�ee are: 

• se0ng the vision and strategic direc�on of school 

• holding the Headteacher to account for the schools educa�onal performance; ac�ng as a cri�cal 

friend to the Headteacher (who is responsible for the day-to-day management of the school) 

• ensuring financial resources are well spent 

  

They therefore work in partnership with the Headteacher and the staff to: 

• promote high standards of educa�onal a�ainment 

• agree the School Development Plan 

• set an annual budget detailing planned spending 

• approve a staffing structure 

• make sure that a broad and balanced curriculum is provided  

• report on pupils' achievement  

• produce school  policies 

• appoint staff 

• ensure the health & safety of students and staff 

• deal with complaints against the school 

  

Please do not hesitate to contact me or either of our Co-Chairs, via the School Business Manager, Kelly, if 

you would like any further details about the Management Commi�ee and their role. 
  

 

 

   

      

Ian Porri	 

 

Co-Chair 

Rebecca 

Dunne 

Co-Chair 

Joe Lightbody 

 

 

Ma	hew 

Young 

 

Paul 

Humphrey 

 

Lucy Fairhall 

 

 

Sue White 

 

 

Becky Colley 

 

 

Isabel 

Robson  

 



Dates for the Diary 
 

Please see the calendar below for significant dates for December 

Au�sm Sussex clinics  
 

December 11th will be the last Au�sm Sussex Clinic. We are hoping that further funding 

may be available to con�nue holding these clinics within school. 

 

To book an appointment, please email familysupport@au�smsussex.org.uk or contact 

their Enquiry Line: 0345 450 0060 

 

 December  2017  

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 
        1 

Raffle Tickets go on 

sale 

2 
Worthing Churches 

Christmas Tree Festival 

St. Mary de Haura 

Church 

3 
 Worthing Churches 

Christmas Tree Festival 

St. Mary de Haura 

Church 

4 
  

5 
Friends of Herons Dale 

Meeting—1:15pm 

6 
  

7 
  

8 
  

9 
  

10 
  

11 
Autism Sussex Clinic  

  

Samba Band at  

Holmbush 

12 
  

13 
  

14 
 Children’s Christmas 

Lunch  

15 
Christmas Jumper Day 

 

Final Date to return the 

Raffle Tickets 

16 
  

17 
  

18 
Christmas 

Performance (1:30) 

19 
Christmas Performance 

(9:30) 

Christmas Raffle will be 

drawn 

20 
Father Christmas in 

School 

Last day in school 

21 
  

22 
  

23 
  

24 
  

25 Christmas Day 
  

26 Boxing Day 
  

27 
  

28 
  

29 
  

30 
  

31 
  

Notes: 
Return to School Thursday 4th January 2017 



Christmas Events 
 

We would like to tell you about our Christmas Events 

happening in and around school this year. 

 

Children from the Guitars Class will be decora�ng a tree that will be on show at St. Mary de Haura 

Church in partnership with Worthing Churches Homeless Project. Please pop along if you are able 

too.  

 

Our Samba Band will be playing at Holmbush Shopping Centre on Monday 11th January at 11:00am.  

They will be raising funds for Playground Equipment and Resources.  Please come along and 

support them if you can. 

 

Christmas Lunches. Our school Christmas Lunch will be on December 14th.  This is always a lovely 

occasion.  If your child would like a lunch on this day please remember to send in £2.30 .  There is 

always a vegetarian op�on.   

 

This year’s performance is called ‘Christmas comes to Herons Dale’ and looks like it will be a full of 

songs and Christmas cheer.  There will be two performances: One on Monday 18
th

 at 1.30pm in 

a2ernoon and the other one on the Tuesday morning star�ng at 9.30.   

 

As you can imagine, these shows are very popular.  Please complete the slip at the bo�om of the 

page and send in to school as soon as possible, or if you prefer, you may email the office.   

 

No more than 2 seats per family.  If you wish to bring children, please make sure they can sit on 

your lap.   

 

You may take photographs, but as per our Images Policy, of your own child only.   

 

The friends of Herons Dale will be selling tea and coffees before both performances and there will 

also be a tombola and the opportunity to purchase Raffle �ckets.  We look forward to celebra�ng 

with you soon.  

 

The Raffle will be called a2er the Tuesday Morning performance.  Please see Friends of Herons Dale 

sec�on for further informa�on. 

Monday  -  Christmas Performance 

Name of Child:  

____________________________ 

 

I would like _____ seats  

 

 

Tuesday  -  Christmas Performance 

Name of Child:  

___________________________ 

 

I would like _____ seats  

 



Children in Need 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated for Children in Need.  We raised £111.11  As you can 

see, lots of spo�y fun was had. 

 

Can you help with : 

 

Christmas Decora�ons, both for tree and around the school. 

 

Toys/Books/Magazines/Pictures/material – anything which can support our Islands and 

Oceans topic next term  

 

Your generosity is amazing, thank you so much for sending in items from our last wanted 

list 



Lantern Making for Adur Sea of Lights 
 

We were supported by Claire from the Sea of Lights Project in making Lanterns to take 

along to the Fes�val last weekend.  As you can see, the children were thoroughly engaged 

and enjoyed themselves.   

 

Photos of Science Week  
 

We held our annual school Science Week recently where the children across the school experienced 

the wonder that is Science.   

 

The week kicked off with a whole school assembly which included Harry 

Po�er, Dr Who and some scien�sts from Trumpets Class.  Experiments 

were demonstrated and the seed was sewn for another amazing 

week.  Our theme was scien�fic enquiry and gasps of wonder and delight 

were heard throughout the school as experiments, explosions and 

inves�ga�ons captured imagina�ons.  A Science Fair ended the week, 

where each class showed off what they had done during the week and 

everyone had a chance to sample other classes ac�vi�es.   

 

Science con�nues to engage children across the school and feedback has 

shown how much the children love the subject.   

 

 



PUPIL VOICE  
 

What I liked about Science Week: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Finn, The best bit was the bubbles … I liked all the experiments 

Zachary, It was Fun, I liked Science Assembly  

Theodore, I think its fun, I like science because 

you can find out what works and what doesn't 

work  

Jacob, I love everything 

Mason, the best thing was making the slime 

Jasmine, I liked Science Week because it was really good.  The best 

bit was dunking the biscuits.  

Kevin, I liked invesgang with the class  

Photos of Panpipes class during Anti-

Bullying Week  
 



Please see below the signs to support Christmas  



Sherbourne Developmental Movement 
 

Maracas teacher Meg Palmer has trained in Sherbourne Developmental Movement and is now 

embarking on a project to embed into our prac�ce here at Herons Dale. 

 

There are two basic objec�ves within Sherborne Developmental Movement: 

 

Awareness of Self  

This is gained through movement experiences that help the person concentrate so 

that they become aware of what is happening to their body, listening via touch and 

by feeling of inner physical sensa�ons rather than by our usual way of looking and 

thinking. This helps lessen self-cri�cism and allows people to grow in terms of self-

esteem and confidence both a physical and emo�onal level. 

 

Awareness of others 

The next step is to begin to learn to move around and 

interact with others in ways that encourage the further 

development of trust and the building of posi�ve 

rela�onships. These movement experiences enable the person to be 

appropriately supported while being encouraged to explore their unique 

crea�vity through shared movement ac�vi�es. 

 

Benefits of using Sherborne Developmental Movement: 

 

• develop good self esteem, form posi�ve rela�onships  

• improve emo�onal and physical literacy 

• extend and improve communica�on and crea�ve expression 

• build learning power, challenge thinking and increase problem 

solving 

• Create pathways for inclusion; enable differen�ated, produc�ve 

engagement leading to posi�ve achievements 

• address provision of Every Child Ma�ers: 5 outcomes and the 

Na�onal and Founda�on Stage curriculum 

• support professional development, team building, extend 

leadership and management exper�se 

MarvellousMe 
 

 

There are s�ll a few Parents who have not subscribed to 

this.  Please consider downloading the App to receive 

good news about your child.   

 

Teachers have started sending out good news about achievements your child has made and will 

con�nue to do so.   If you have not yet signed up or have lost your code, please contact the school and 

we will re-send to you. 

 

It would be really fantas�c if 100% of parents could sign up to this app, as this would make the sharing 

of good news so much more enjoyable. 



SNOW PLAN 
 

We are approaching that �me of year when the fluffy white 

stuff may fall from the heavens above.  

 

Closing the school is never an easy decision to make and not 

one I take lightly. I have to take several factors in to account; 

we have many children travelling from a large area on a variety 

of transport, also that staff have to travel from a wide area as 

well and I need to be sure that we will have enough staff on site to ensure that the children are kept 

safe. 

 

Just to clarify with you the arrangements for closing the school, should the need arise. 

 

I will endeavour to make the decision at approximately 7:00am having spoken to key school personnel 

including one of our co-chairs, Rebecca Dunne or Ian Porri�,  however, due to deteriora�ng weather 

condi�ons some�mes it may be later 

 

If the decision to close the school is made, I will inform West Sussex County Council and the following 

radio sta�ons; Heart FM (102.4 & 103.5) & Splash FM (107.7) 

 

A text will be sent to those parents who have registered with our tex�ng service and an announcement 

will also appear on our website www.heronsdale.co.uk  

 

Please remember to contact the school with changes to mobile numbers or email address. 

 

Many thanks for your understanding. 

Healthy Eating Assembly  
 

On Monday, the children had a Healthy Ea�ng Assembly.  They were asked what was healthy and what 

was not and made some really good choices. 

 

 

Assemblies this month 
 

Science week  

An�-Bullying Week  

Healthy Ea�ng 
 



FRIENDS OF HERONS DALE  

 

The next friends of Herons Dale mee�ng will be on Tuesday 5th December at 1:15pm  

  

Thank you to everyone who entered the Cake Raffle. The cake was made by Sue 

Isaacs, one of our Teaching Assistants and this �me £57 was raised.  The winner 

was Leo from the Tambourines Class.  We hope you enjoyed your cake 

  

Christmas Raffle Tickets go on sale from tomorrow, Friday 1st December.  We will be sending home £20 

worth of �ckets for you to sell to friends and family.  Please return these by Friday 15th December.  

Some of our prizes include, Sky High voucher for 2, Family Ice Ska�ng in Worthing, Richard John Voucher 

and many more.   

  

The Tombola will be happening before the Christmas Performances, where as previously men�oned, 

Tea/Coffee will be available. The raffle will be drawn on Tuesday 19th December. 

  

I hope you all received your le�er about The Giving Machine. This is a really 

easy way of raising funds for the school at no cost to anyone.  If you have not 

done so already, please consider registering to become a Giver. 

  

You may not realise that the Friends of Herons Dale funds the Children’s Christmas presents.  

The teachers know your children well and always try to get things the children like.  These 

will be delivered by Father Christmas and his helpers on the last day of school, Wednesday 

20th December. 

  

At the beginning of next term, we will be asking for dona�ons of items for car boot sales, as we will be 

a�ending these on a regular basis.   

 

If you know anyone who is interested in running a marathon or doing something for charity – please 

consider us as the charity.  

  

If you would like to consider becoming a part of the Friends of Herons Dale Commi�ee but would like 

more informa�on, have an idea for fundraising you would like to share or for any ques�ons you would 

like to ask; please do not hesitate to get in touch with our new Chair of Friends, Sam Evans  

fohd@heronsdale.co.uk  

As a school we like to support other 

chari�es when we can.  With this in 

mind, the children’s charity ‘Save the 

Children’ are having a Christmas Jumper 

day on Friday 15 December.  We would love to par�cipate in this.  We would be grateful 

if you could either send in a cash dona�on for the charity OR send in a tombola prize 

which will support the school.  Even be�er if the prize could be wrapped as it will be a 

real surprise.   



Term Dates 2017  -  2018 

    

Autumn Term 2017 

Break up for Christmas Wednesday 20 December 2017 

    

Spring  Term 2018 

    

Back to School Thursday 4 January 2018 

    

Inset Day Friday 9 February 

Half term:  Monday 12 February to Friday 16 February 

    

Finish School Thursday 29 March 2018 

    

    

Summer Term 2018 

    

Inset Day Monday 16 April 

Back to school Tuesday 17 April 

    

Bank Holiday Monday 7 May—School Closed 

    

Finish School Friday 25 May 

    

Half term:  Monday 28 May to Friday 1 June 

    

Back to School Monday 4 June 

Break up for Summer 
Tuesday 24 July 2017 

  


