Herons Dale Primary School
Dear Parents and Carers,
MAY 2017

The Summer Term is oﬀ to a terriﬁc start with lots going on and
lots of visitors coming into school, including those of the
feathered and furred variety! I hope you enjoy the photos!

Vision Statement
"In our safe and
happy school we
work together
communicang
eﬀecvely to
ensure everyone
has access to a
supporve and
creave learning
environment,
providing
challenges and
celebrang all
achievements"

Isabel Robson

We are making the most of the improved weather with lots of
outdoor learning opportunies and we look forward to introducing lots more
of this over the coming weeks. Sunscreen leer to follow aer half term.
Our intrepid explorers in Year 6 have been waved oﬀ on their residenal trip
full of enthusiasm and with lots of laughter; I look forward to sharing tales of
their adventures in the next newsleer.
It connues to be an absolute pleasure to watch all of our pupils working so
hard and making such great progress in all that they undertake. Our pupils
tackle each day with such perseverance and gusto that they inspire all those
around them constantly! Watch out for WOW Wednesday photos on the TV
screens around school which celebrate just some of the achievements from
each week.
Parents Evening
Thank you to the parents that turned out on a wet and windy night. The
booking via email/text has proved very popular, with over 70% booking this
way. If you have any comments about this, please email the school oﬃce.

Leers sent home:
If you have not
received these le ers,
please contact the
school oﬃce
•
PLP’s
•
Year 6
Chessington trip
•
Change in
Staﬃng for
while staﬀ are
away at camp

Current a endance

92.5%
Target a endance

93%

Please remember to SAVE THE DATE of our
Summer Fair which will be held from 12:303:30pm on Saturday 17th June 2017.
You are very welcome to bring along a
picnic so you can relax and enjoy Street
Dancers, Motor Bikes, Owls, Cake Stall, Face Painng, Bouncy Castle and
Slide, DJ, Bubbles, Dressing Up, Soak the Headteacher…to name but a few of
the aracons organised for the day.
It’s going to be fantasc and we are hoping to raise lots of money to go
towards a new school vehicle and further development of our playground
areas. Pictures of the projects we are working towards will be on display at
the fair and watch out at the front of school for a thermometer measuring
our fund raising progress!
More details about the fair will follow soon from our Friends of Herons Dale
Commiee.

Carls Garden
Thank you to Grant and the ‘Team around
Carl’s Garden’ who have been working very
hard in dying up the Garden area, which is
our sensory garden, restoring it to its
former beauty. We plan to make greater
use of this area from now on so I look forward to sharing the progress we
make in developing it further and also how the children are enjoying and
learning from me there.

Herons Dale Sculpture
As many of you may be aware, WSCC are re-developing the river bank near
Norfolk Bridge. About 15 years ago, a sculpture of a heron was installed along
the riverbank. This sculpture was made by our older children and a local
sculptor called Rob Demel. This huge Heron was made
out of railway sleepers and has stood proudly along the
bank all this me. The contractors thought that it
would crumble once moved, however, it remained in
one piece. Once the riverbank has been landscaped
the sculpture will return and we are hoping to be
involved. Further details to follow.

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers
We are sll collecng the Sainsbury's Acve Kids
Vouchers. These will be spent on equipment to
be used to support sensory circuit work.
Vouchers have stopped being issued in store so
please send them in by Friday as the scheme will
then ﬁnish.

Tangerines/Cherries visitor
Thank you to Jon, Monty's dad, who came into the Cherries and
Tangerines classes to show the children some small farm animals!
He brought in a guinea pig, a rabbit and a rat; most children's favourite was the
rabbit as it was a big and ﬂuﬀy! Huge thanks to Jon for taking the me out so
our children can experience being gentle with these animals.

Forest School
Apple Class visit Holmbush Academy every Thursday aernoon to take part in a forest school. The
children have a chance to explore bush cras, using hand tools, making items from natural materials,
games, rope swings and tree climbing to name but a few. It was a very excing thing to do and the
children loved it. Watch out for more of this type of learning coming to Herons Dale during the next
year.

Bananas and Apples Class had visitors
Daﬀy and Donald Ducklings came to visit
Apples and Banana classes. Everyone was
very gentle as they stroked these 8 day old
ducklings.
In Bananas class we watched them have a
bath and thought it very funny when they
jumped out and tried to run around the
room. Everyone was proud of us for being
kind and gentle and we said or signed Thank
you to Leanne Anabtawi for sharing her lovely ducklings

Federation update
We have now heard from the Federaon Governing Body
that they have agreed in principle to us joining the
Federaon. Work has begun between the four schools to
produce a consultaon document and to set dates for
the consultaon period, including dates for Queson and Answer sessions at Herons Dale. The
document and dates will be shared with all of you in due course.
As always, I really value your feedback on what we as a school are doing and this will be no excepon. I
look forward to hearing your views and to sharing further details with you.

School Council
School Council have been very busy recently. We have ﬁnalised some of our ideas for corridor rules and Abi and
Callum, the School Council Head and Deputy, had a very producve meeng with Isabel where these suggesons
were ﬁne tuned. We are now waing to put these ideas to classes for their reacon. We have also been discussing
ways to fundraise and in parcular the School Council stall at the Heron Dale Summer Fair. A tombola
was decided on so we hope we can rely on everyone's support for making this a success. Watch out
also for a Sunﬂower Growing compeon next half term!

E-Safety
This month we would like to share with you a website with a guide to Social Networks that your child
may use. From Facebook and Instagram to Snapchat and Tumblr— as well as other social media, apps
and games. A simple no-nonsense guide for parents
from NSPCC and O2.

hps://www.net-aware.org.uk/#

Foxlease
The children have now le to go on their Year 6 residenal to
Foxlease Girl Guiding camp in the New Forest. Whilst there,
they will be having a camp ﬁre, Crate Stacking, vising
Paultons Park, as well as going to the Cinema. They will be
kept very busy all week. Parents will be kept updated with
photos via our secure Facebook page and the children will be
making video diaries.

West Sussex Local Offer – Website
The Local Oﬀer website helps you ﬁnd nearby services related to Special Educaonal Needs and
Disabilies (SEND), and tells you what you need to know to start using them. You might have never
used SEND services before, or you might have years of experience with them, either way, this tool should
work for you.
hps://westsussex.local-oﬀer.org/

Wanted
We are sll in need of CD’s and Wood e.g. wood
planks, pallets, crates etc. for projects on the
playground and around the school. If you have
anything that you think would be suitable, please
let the school oﬃce know.

Shoreham Fire Brigade
Shoreham Fire brigade undertook a special project for
the Recepon playground. They have made an incredible Mud
Kitchen. On the arrival of our ﬁreﬁghters, which in itself was
excing, the children immediately used the mud kitchen to make
them delicious (!) and unexpected treats.
The children were so happy with the end result that they have very
kindly agreed to make us a Mud Kitchen for each of our
playgrounds. Thank you to them for being so generous and kind and giving up their me to help us.

Assemblies this month
Every Monday morning we have an assembly. Our recent assemblies included:
Brish Values—Where the representave puppet for each of our values was introduced.
Naonal Smile Week Assembly—Looked at the importance of keeping our smiles clean.
Coconuts' Class had a wonderful celebraon this term in the form of their Class
Assembly. The whole school as well as a large number of parents and carers were
treated to a play about Jack and the Beanstalk, a Spring song accompanied by Nathan on
the guitar and then each child read out a Spring poem they had wrien themselves. The
assembly ended with a rousing whole school rendion of 'I'm a Miracle'. The children
were so proud of their achievements as were staﬀ and their families. An amazing
achievement, well done Coconuts!

Governor Update
I have been a member of the Herons Dale Governing Board for four years and in my
second year as Chair. During this me I have seen the changes within the school,
including the appointment of Isabel as our Headteacher and the building of two new
classrooms. As well as many other things which have enhanced and engaged our children
in their love of learning.
My favourite part of the role is when I get the opportunity to be in the school whether that is
undertaking a Governors visit or just to drop oﬀ or collect my son from school.

During the week commencing 12th June, we will be holding a Road Safety awareness week. During this
week we will be composing a Road Safety Song, entering a Road Safety compeon and our
playground will be turned into a road way with Stop/Go signs and a Zebra crossing.

TACPAC
Tacpac is a sensory communicaon resource that combines touch and music by using
everyday objects with speciﬁcally composed music to reﬂect the texture of the
objects. Tacpac helps people with sensory impairment, developmental delay, complex
learning diﬃcules, tacle defensiveness, and limited or pre verbal levels of
communicaon.
Tacpac combines the sense of touch and music through social interacon. It is delivered via an
interacon between 2 people – a giver and a receiver. The session is structured and takes place in an
emoonally safe environment, clear of other sensory interferences.
Staﬀ teams work together on the same pupil each week, building a relaonship over me which the
pupil learns to trust and relax into, thereby helping non verbal or verbal communicaon. The themac
material lends itself to sensory story telling, allowing the pupils to feel and experience the story in
sequence. More able pupils can give to less able pupils, creang bonds of friendship which have lasted
well past the length of a session.
Tacpac is hugely beneﬁcial for people who have sensory processing diﬃcules. This can mean anyone of
any age or stage of ability. Relaxaon, Communicaon and Parcipaon is accelerated. It can be great
fun too!
Have a look at the Tacpac website for further informaon and to ﬁnd out how you can use Tacpac at
home: www.tacpac.co.uk

Raspberries, Cherries and Apples Classes
During the aernoons in the Raspberries, Cherries and
Apples classes we hold enrichment sessions. This term,
as part of our stunning start, we made sunﬂowers and
the big scary monster. Last week we had a Stone Age
aernoon where the children did some amazing cave
painng. The class have also looked at Chinese New
Year, Divali food tasng and the arst Rousseau.

Children’s Work
Kevin from the Strawberries Class wrote a newspaper arcle which he wanted to share with you all.

Dates for the Diary
Please see the calendar below for signiﬁcant dates for June.
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Group
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3

Parent Support
Group

Important Dates for July
Herons Dale’s Got Talent—14 July
Year 6 Leavers Assembly—Tuesday 25 July
Break up for Summer—Tuesday 25 July 2017

Ausm Sussex clinics ** New Dates **
We are really happy to announce that thanks to money we have received through Adur
Hive, we are able to connue Ausm Sussex to work with us for the rest of this year and
indeed right up to the end of December 2017.
The clinics are held here in school. To book an appointment, please email
familysupport@ausmsussex.org.uk or contact their Enquiry Line: 0345 450 0060
Summer Term 17

Autumn Term 17

12th June 17
3rd July 17
No clinic in August 17

18th September 17
16th October 17
20th November 17
18th December 17

Term Dates 2017 - 2018
Summer Term 2017
Finish School
Half term:

Friday 26 May
Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June

Inset Day
Back to School

Monday 5 June – INSET DAY - School Closed
Tuesday 6 June

Break up for Summer

Tuesday 25 July 2017

Autumn Term 2017
Inset Day
Back to School

Monday 4 September
Tuesday 5 September

Finish School
Half term:

Friday 20 October
Monday 23 October to Friday 27 October

Back to School

Monday 30 October

Break up for Christmas

Wednesday 20 December 2017

Spring Term 2018
Back to School

Wednesday 4 January 2018

Half term:

Monday 12 February to Friday 16 February

Finish School

Friday 29 March 2018

Summer Term 2018
Back to school

Monday 16 April

Bank Holiday

Monday 7 May—School Closed

Finish School

Friday 25 May

Half term:

Monday 29 May to Friday 1 June

Back to School
Monday 4 June
5 Further inset days
will be24
added
once the Governors have met.
Break up for Summer
Tuesday
July 2017

