Herons Dale Primary School
Dear Parents and Carers,
MARCH 2017

Vision Statement
"In our safe and
happy school we
work together
communicang
eﬀecvely to
ensure everyone
has access to a
supporve and
creave learning
environment,
providing
challenges and
celebrang all
achievements"

As I sit and type this, the sun is shining and we are all looking
forward to ge ng outdoors much more. Fingers crossed that
Spring has truly sprung and that this weather is here to stay!
Each month, as we begin work on the newsleer; I think to
Isabel Robson
myself that I simply couldn’t be prouder of the pupils and staﬀ at
Herons Dale and then, with every month that passes, I am proved wrong! I
don’t have the words to describe how proud I am of and how privileged I feel
to work with such amazing young people and the staﬀ team who support them.
This month has been really incredible with pupils taking part in challenges in
order to raise money for others, dancing in front of large audiences and
generally working their socks oﬀ in all that they undertake.
Enjoy having a look through this taster of what we have been up to!
Staﬃng
We welcome three new members to our staﬀ team. They have already seled
very quickly into their roles and we are enjoying having them as part of our
school family

Leers sent home:
If you have not
received these le ers,
please contact the
school oﬃce

Federa"on
Comic Relief
Worth-less
NSPCC

‘Please
keep your
contact details
up to date’

Jessica joins our
Bananas team

Molly joins our
Coconuts team

Hannah joins our
Cherries team

Calling all artists !
As you are aware, we are working hard to develop the communal areas around
school e.g. corridor areas; as part of this work we would love to create some
quirky features for the pupils to spot and discover as they move around the
school e.g. a small mystery door, a porthole, a silhouee etc. Not only will these
features make our corridors more arac"ve but they will also create talking
points and support the development of
imagina"ve thinking. If you think you may be
able to help with ideas, pain"ng, the dona"on of
paint etc. then we would love to hear from you!
We will be con nuing to add CD’s to our wall
too, so if you have any spare, please send them
in.
Thank you in an"cipa"on!

Grow, Grow, Grow
Next term our topic is Grow, Grow, Grow. In an"cipa"on of this topic, we would
like to request any dona"ons of all things garden related e.g. compost/soil, pots,
equipment, seeds, plants, insect houses etc. Anything you might be able to spare
will be gratefully received and will support us in enhancing the topic. We look
forward to sharing with you our growing successes!
Thank you in advance!

Assemblies this month
Every Monday morning we have an assembly. Our recent assemblies have
included:
World book day assembly
NSPCC
Poetry
Comic Relief – Triathlon challenge – photos on next page

Time to Dance
14 children took part in Time to Dance at the Worthing Pavilion Theatre last
week.
Once again we created a dance to coincide with our topic; 'Carnival'. It was a
piece about a young boy whose granddad treated him to a day at the carnival
for his birthday. They saw a carousel, ribbon dancers and lots of animals on
their day out! The dancers worked so hard and were brilliant.
When it came to the performance, there was not a dry eye in sight, and we deﬁnitely got the loudest
cheer!
We look forward to hos"ng a showing of the video in the Summer Term. Well done to everyone
involved.

Comic Relief Red Nose Day—Triathlon
Challenge
Thank you to everyone, staﬀ, children and parents for embracing this challenge. The ﬁnal monies are
s"ll be counted but we raised in excess of £600 which is an awesome amount.
During the week, we took photos and made videos. On the Friday, the children and staﬀ dressed up as
Superhero's. The ﬁnal video will be shared in school and then posted on our website.

Sainsbury’s Active
Kids Vouchers
Once again, we are collec"ng the Sainsbury's
Ac"ve Kids Vouchers. These will be spent on equipment to be used to support sensory circuit work.
Vouchers will be issued in stores un"l 2nd May 2017. Please send them in as soon as possible.

School Council
In March members of our School Council met up with their
counterparts from Holmbush Primary Academy to take part in a
Park Consulta"on Project. We were all asked for our ideas as to how to help improve a local park in
the area. Children drew pictures and gave verbal feedback and thoroughly enjoyed ge ng to know
School Council members from Holmbush. We will be mee"ng with the organisers later in the year to
discuss the results of all the feed back and to vote on the ideas.
Watch this space!

E-Safety
Some children have been telling us that they have YouTube channels and/or access
YouTube regularly at home. At Herons Dale School ‘Kids YouTube ‘ is accessible for children and can
o3en help and support their learning.
We wanted to remind you of how vulnerable children are on-line and how you can support them to be
safe from comments and contact with strangers.
Ideally YouTube is recommended for children over 13 years of age; however there is YouTube for kids
available. The following guidelines should help you to keep your child safe.

hps://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/

hps://www.iwf.org.uk/

hps://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/types-bullying/online-bullying/?
utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK_GO_S_E_GEN_New_Grant_ChildLine_Cy
ber_Bullying&utm_term=cyber_bullying&gclid=COvBstTO7NICFQsR0wodbvIEjw&gclsrc=aw.ds

Federation update
As promised, I will keep you in the loop at every stage
with the applica"on to join the COP Federa"on.
There is not much to report at this "me but I can share
that our applica"on has been received and we now
await the outcome of the decision which will be made by the Federa"on Governing Body as to
whether they are happy, in principal, for us to join. They meet at the start of next term. If we receive a
posi"ve outcome, then we will then be in a posi"on to move forward with the consulta"on. I will keep
you posted! Please don’t hesitate to get in touch should you wish for any further informa"on.

Marvellous ME
I am delighted to let you know that a3er Easter, we will
be trialling an exci"ng new App called MarvellousMe.
MarvellousMe is an App that our Teachers will use to share wonderful news with you about your child.
Ini"ally we will be using it to share Star of the Week and other good news.
The App is free, fun and simple to use.
You will be able to enjoy it on your smartphone, tablet or online, and can easily share it with partners,
carers and family members.
A3er the Easter Break, we will send you a leer containing all the details of how you can sign up to
MarvellousMe and your special join code. We will be asking for your feedback at the end of the
Summer term.

Policy Update
Please note that there are a number of useful policies for you to be aware of on the school website, e.g.
e-safety and Aendance. We are very happy to provide hard copies of any policies should you require
them. If you wish to read them online, please visit hp://www.heronsdale.co.uk/policies.html

Parking on school site
Parents, please be mindful that parking on the school site, especially at the end of the day is
always very diﬃcult and that Minibuses take priority. If you are able to park oﬀ-site please consider
doing so.
Thank you.

Governor Update
Joe Lightbody, our Governor who leads on safeguarding, visited the school to ﬁnd out
about how we are keeping everyone safe.
Joe met with Teresa O’Connell who is our safeguarding lead and found out about the
diﬀerent assemblies we have been having suppor"ng our children to be safe in
school . He also found out about The Keeping Safe Week which our School Council
has organised. Joe spoke to our staﬀ and made sure that all our staﬀ were clear about what to do if they
have any concerns about children

Intensive Interaction
Intensive Interac"on is an approach to teaching the pre-speech fundamentals of
communica"on to children and adults who have severe learning diﬃcul"es and/or
au"sm and who are s"ll at an early stage of communica"on development.
Intensive Interac"on is a very prac"cal approach which doesn’t rely heavily on equipment as it only
requires there to be an interac"on partner. The approach works by progressively developing enjoyable
and relaxed interac"on sequences between the interac"on partner and the person doing the learning.
These interac"on sequences are repeated frequently and gradually grow in dura"on, complexity and
sophis"ca"on. As this happens, the fundamentals of communica"on are gradually rehearsed and learnt
in a free-ﬂowing manner.
The interac"ve partner is relaxed, non-direc"ve and responsive, joining in with the behaviour of the
learner; allowing the learner to lead and direct.
The teaching sessions are frequent, quite intense, but also fun-ﬁlled, playful and enjoyable. Both
par"cipants should be at ease, with enjoyment of the ac"vity as the main mo"va"on. A session could be
highly dynamic, with a great deal of vocalisa"on, some"mes with fun-ﬁlled physical contacts or a session
could also be peaceful, slow and quiet.

Globalteer
Hannah Dickinson (daughter of Debbie, our wonderful Cook), is undertaking
some fundraising which will enable her to take part in a project suppor"ng the
work of an elephant sanctuary in Thailand. She will be working as part of a
wildlife reserve team.
Hannah will be spending some "me in school as a volunteer during the last week of term; to work with
the pupils on designing colourful elephant paerns, as part of our Carnival topic.
Hannah will be running a compe""on to decide upon the winning design; so should your child wish to
enter please send in a dona"on. Pupils can also complete designs at home
should they wish. The winner will be announced on Thursday 6 April.
In September, Hannah will be returning to Herons Dale to deliver class
assemblies to all of the children to share her experiences through photos,
videos and artefacts; so our pupils will have the opportunity to learn more
about reserva"on work, Thailand and elephants too.

Dates for the Diary
Please see the calendar below for signiﬁcant dates for April.

April 2017

◄March
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Break up for Easter

9
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Palm Sunday

16

15

Good Friday

17
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26

27

28

29

Easter Sunday

23

Inset Day – School Children return to
closed
school

30

April Newsletter to
go out

Notes:
School closed Monday 1 May—Bank Holiday

Ausm Sussex clinics ** New Dates **
We are really happy to announce that thanks to money we have received through Adur
Hive, we are able to con"nue Au"sm Sussex to work with us for the rest of this year and
indeed right up to the end of December 2017.
The clinics are held here in school. To book an appointment, please email
familysupport@au"smsussex.org.uk or contact their Enquiry Line: 0345 450 0060
Spring Term 2017

Summer Term 17

Autumn Term 17

No clinic in April 17

15th May 17
12th June 17
3rd July 17
No clinic in August 17

18th September 17
16th October 17
20th November 17
18th December 17

Term Dates 2016 - 2017
Spring Term 2017
Back to school

Monday 27 February

Break up for Easter

Friday 7 April

Easter Holiday

Monday 10 April to Friday 21 April

Summer Term 2017
Inset Day

Monday 24 April – INSET DAY - School Closed

Back to School

Tuesday 25 April

Bank Holiday

Monday 1 May—School Closed

Finish School

Friday 26 May

Half term:

Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June

Inset Day

Monday 5 June – INSET DAY - School Closed

Back to School

Tuesday 6 June

Break up for Sumnmer

Tuesday 25 July 2017

Autumn Term 2017
Inset Day

Monday 4 September

Back to School

Tuesday 5 September

Finish School

Friday 20 October

Half term:

Monday 23 October to Friday 27 October

Back to School

Monday 30 October

Break up for Christmas

Wednesday 20 December 2017

