Herons Dale Primary School
Dear Parents and Carers,
JULY 2018

Our Vision
Statement
"Enabling,

valuing and
empowering
all, in our
posi!ve, safe
and happy
school. "
Le ers sent home:
If you have not
received these le ers,
please contact the
school oﬃce
•
Family Picnic
•
Reports
•
Response to
Ques.onnaire
•
Parentmail
•
Water Fight

‘Please keep your
contact details up
to date’

Current a endance

93.63%
Target a endance

93%

A very warm (baking in fact) welcome to our ﬁnal Newsle er of
the school year. It’s another corker! The pupils have been
incredibly busy this month and have made the most of this
glorious weather – lots of water play and learning has
been taking place. We’ve had the annual Herons Dale
Water Fight. I didn’t fancy my chances of staying dry
having seen some of the fun the pupils have been having
with paddling pools and sprays of late—and I was right !
We’ve celebrated a wonderful Sports Day which the
children enjoyed immensely, had a visit from a Theatre
Company for an accessible performance of Wind in the
Willows, had our campers return from residen.al, held an amazing Summer
Fayre and engaged in some really posi.ve transi.on sessions – well done all!
Over the Summer Holidays we have a number of building projects planned,
including the ﬁnishing touches to the previous pool work (new grilles here we
come), the reconﬁgura.on of the music room into a self-contained classroom
with its own outdoor learning space (our numbers have increased so we need
to u.lise this space as a classroom again) and the redesign of the front oﬃce.
This area will look par.cularly diﬀerent when pupils return so we will do our
best to post photos of the work on our Facebook page to help you prepare
your children for a new look entrance to the school. The main purpose of this
redesign is to facilitate a wai.ng area within the recep.on space, ensuring
that our Safeguarding procedures are even further enhanced as no visitors
will be permi ed into the main school building un.l they are met by a
member of staﬀ.
Of course this month, whilst really happy and exci.ng, is always .nged with
sadness as we prepare to say a fond farewell to our wonderful Year 6s. They
will be incredibly missed by all of us and I cannot wait to hear how they are
all ge7ng along on the next leg of their
journey! Good Luck Year 6 and welcome
aboard all of the new pupils and their
families who join us in September 2018!
Have wonderful Summer Holidays
everyone, stay safe and have fun!

Staffing News
Sad news! Sammy Miles, who works in the
Didgeridoos class will be leaving us to work with
her husband. We wish her all the best.
Kris and Daisy, our PAT dog will not be returning
next year we thank you for all the wonderful
.mes you have spent with us.

Behaviour Support Clinic
Next term’s Behaviour Support clinic will be announced at the beginning
of next term.
This clinic is for parents to ask for any advice re any behaviours they are ﬁnding diﬃcult to manage at
home or anything they would like advice on involving any behaviour issues.
To book an appointment, please contact Cath Farr on the following email address
cath.farr@heronsdale.co.uk or contact the school oﬃce.

ParentMail
We recently sent home some informa.on about Parentmail, and how we will be
using this new app from September to communicate with you, and for you to make
payments to us.
Communica.ng with parents is an important part of what we do, making sure you get
the correct informa.on about school news, ac.vi.es and things that really ma er is something we care
about.
We will also be using an online payment service which allows you to pay for school items, like Dinner
Money, Trips, Cooking etc. quickly and easily on your smartphone, tablet or computer.
We will inform you about items you need to pay through ParentMail, and you will be able to pay
electronically, using credit or debit cards. Please note, your bank statement will display either the
school name or ParentMail, dependent on your payment method. If you do not wish to make payments
online, you can of course, con.nue to pay by cash or cheque.
We do hope you like this method of communica.on. As we introduce it, we will con.nue to send paper
copies of things home too. We will then be seeking your feedback about how things are going and this
will help inform how we move forward. As always, if you have any ques.ons then don’t hesitate to ask.
Watch out for an email/text coming during August so you can register.

Letter with Reports
Huge apologies, unfortunately last year’s le er was sent home with
the reports. Although most of the informa.on was correct, there
are a few amendments to assessment following new Government
guidelines. Please return the comment slip if you have not already
done so.
Since having completed all of the work described in the le er sent home, The Rochford Review Report
was published, and commissioned by the Government. It made the following recommenda.ons:
•
•
•

There should no longer be a statutory requirement to assess pupils using P-scales
School to school support and collabora.on is key in developing an approach to eﬀec.ve
assessment
The 7 aspects of cogni.on and learning, iden.ﬁed by The Complex Learning Diﬃcul.es and
Disabili.es project, should be used to assess those children that are not ‘engaged in subjectspeciﬁc learning’. This data should not be submi ed to DfE.

We have therefore engaged with all special schools in West Sussex to develop assessment which will be
used moving forward. This will take some .me to establish and so Herons Dale made no further changes
to assessment and instead opted for a year of stability ahead of what will be another year of change.
Therefore the following remains the same as last year.
The progress reported on the end of year reports is in a mixture of forms.
•

For English, Maths and Science, some pupils who have accessed the ImPacts Curriculum will
have levels P1-3 recorded and other pupils will have a percentage of a level e.g. 78% of P9,
which will allow you to see progress more easily from year to year as percentages are much
more straight forward to interpret than the old Na!onal system of a, b, c!

•

For all other subjects progress is given using P Levels 1-8 or the old Na!onal Curriculum levels.

As a result of this changing climate regarding assessment, we intend to provide further informa.on and
to hold a presenta.on about curriculums and assessment in the Summer Term 19. This will ensure we
are able to talk concisely about what IS happening and not what MIGHT. We will provide updates as
they happen throughout the year too.
Thank you for your understanding.

Free packed lunches during the school holidays
Over the summer holidays there are many families who struggle to provide meals for their children. As a result of
this, the Co-op Community Space on Ham Road, Shoreham, (next door to the big co-op) will be providing a ‘Build a
Lunch’ every day from Wednesday July 25th un.l August 31st from 12 to 12 45
No need to book and families can come along for free.

PUPIL VOICE

Year 6 Children “What I have loved about Herons Dale”
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Flamenco Assembly
On Monday, 16th July, a Flamenco teacher visited out school and
demonstrated the art of Flamenco dancing. Well done to Bella for
helping. The pupils and staﬀ really enjoyed the assembly.
Flamenco is a great way for children to exercise and it is fun and relaxed. The
children develop several important skills for their growth, such as motor skills, coordina!on, mental sharpness, physical strength, emo!onal and person space.
The cost for the club would be £7 for half
an hour, once a week. We would
obviously need to get a small group
together to form a commitment to make
it worthwhile for the tutor.
h>p://ﬂamencodanceacademy.com.
Contact the school oﬃce if you are
interested in your child par!cipa!ng.

Textile Recycling bin
We have installed a tex!le recycling bin at the front of the
school for all your unwanted clothes, belts, paired shoes,
bags, hats, bedding and towels.
We receive payment by weight, so the more you drop oﬀ, the more money
we get.

E-Safety
#DITTO is a free online safety (e-safety) magazine for schools, organiza.ons and parents to keep you up to date with
risks, issues, advice and guidance related to keeping children safe online, with a view to enjoying and learning about
technology. A new edi.on is released approx. every 6 weeks.

h p://www.esafety-adviser.com/latestnewsle er/

New climbing frame
A Huge THANK YOU to Sammy and Ella who raised enough money to
purchase a climbing frame for the playground outside the Chimes and
Maracas class.
The children are loving it !

Therapies In Schools (TIS) UPDATE
TRAINING REMINDER
The TIS project con.nues to have a posi.ve impact for all staﬀ and children across Pala.ne, Herons
Dale and Oak Grove College. Staﬀ are con.nuing to receive speciﬁc training on therapeu.c prac.ces to
help embed these into the day to day curriculum. As ever, the TIS team have also enjoyed being in
a endance at school events such as parents evenings, parent tours, parent coﬀee mornings and being
part of the school staﬀ teams.
FREE TRAINING FOR PARENTS AND CARERSThe TIS team have now oﬀered the Level 1 learning programme to parents across the three schools,
the ﬁrst of the three modules ‘Sensory Processing’ was held at Field Place on the 18th June and ini.al
feedback is that it was a great success. The 'Life Skills' level 1 module is planned for the 17th September
and the ‘Physical Development’ Level 1 module on the 5th November, both will again be in the
‘Chichester Room’ at Field Place, Worthing from 10am -12.00pm.
To book .ckets for the Life Skills Module on 17th September 2018 please go to:
h ps://www.eventbrite.com/e/life-skills-level-1-.s-training-.ckets-47460716280
To book .ckets for the Physical Development Module on 5th November 2018 please go to:
h ps://www.eventbrite.com/e/physical-development-level-1-.s-training-.ckets-47460552791
Places will be limited so book as soon as you can and please let us know if you book but are then
unable to a end so that the .ckets can be released for others. The .ckets are free and a endees can
even claim travel expenses back through ’Parent Carer Forum’.
Wishing everyone a fun, happy, calm summer break. Enjoy the sunshine if you can and we’ll be ready
for new challenges in the autumn.
Linnie Chapman Occupational Therapist, Jo Wilkes Physiotherapist, Laura Bagwell Occupational Therapist.

School Council
The school would like to take the opportunity to thank all those pupils who have taken
part in School Council this year. During the year they have discussed and inﬂuenced
many areas of everyday school life and the wider school community showing that
pupils voices are listened to and can bring about change.
We eagerly await the elec.on of new school councillors in the Autumn term.
You have all been amazing, thank you!

Beach Dreams
Children and staﬀ joined the procession on Saturday 14th July 2018. The theme was
Pop and Rock Stars. Great fun was had by all.

Forest School
Some of the children in Year 6 had a special .me in Herons Forest.
It was great to see how our children worked together hun.ng for treasure,
digging to ﬁnd fossils and mixing diﬀerent natural resources in the mud
kitchen.
The new Teepee has been very popular between the children too.
In September more classes will be par.cipa.ng in Forest school.

Assemblies this month
Didgeridoos Class Assembly
Child Art Day
Moving on—Changes
Flamenco Assembly—see ar.cle

Sports Day—Part One

Sports Day—Part Two

Federation and Management Committee update
The management commi ee came along and supported the Summer Fayre and met many of the new
parents at our Transi.on morning and talk.

Wind in the Willows
Last week, the children were treated to a performance
of Wind in the Willows by the Image Musical Theatre.
Before the show, there was a workshop where children
made some props and dressed up. They were then
invited to be characters in the show.
The children were brilliant both as actors and as audience members,
playing their roles with Gusto!!
Well done Image Theatre and our children, you were BRILLIANT

School Lunches
Children in Recep.on, Year 1 and Year 2 are en.tled to a free
lunch funded by West Sussex.
If your child will be Year 3 in September, this means that, unless you are en.tled to Free School Meals,
you will have to pay.
The price of a school meal is s.ll £2.30 a day or £11.50 a week for a 2 course lunch. There are always 2
choices of a hot meals plus a salad op.on. There will be a price rise to £2.35 or £11.75 a week aTer the
October half term.
Why Choose a School Lunch?
There is moun.ng evidence in support of school meals, as they are more nutri.onally complete than a
packed lunch and provide just the right amount of energy for children.
Children having a school lunch are:
 Encouraged to eat and enjoy a wider variety of foods.
 More likely to eat fruit and vegetables every day.
 Less likely to drink sweet drinks and have water instead.
 Able to develop their social skills, si7ng at the lunch table cha7ng with friends and ea.ng with
cutlery.
 Served balanced meals that are more likely to reach the guideline amounts of vitamins and
minerals.
 Able to enjoy food which has been freshly prepared.
We would like to remind you that we have children in school who have an
allergic reac.on to peanuts/nuts. This allergic reac.on (anaphylac.c shock)
can occur through inges.on of peanut/nut products, cross contamina.on and
breathing peanuts in the air. Since this condi.on can be life threatening, we
are asking for your help in minimising the risk to these children by:
•

Avoiding giving children peanuts in school lunches

•
Avoiding giving peanut bu er sandwiches, other spreads containing
nuts such as Nutella and snacks/bars containing nuts or labelled “may contain
nut traces” in school lunches.

IF you have any ques.ons or concerns about food-allergy-related issues, please do not hesitate to
contact us.

Are you claiming your child’s free school meals?
If you are in receipt of certain beneﬁts your child may be en!tled to Free School Meals (FSM). Even
if your child does not wish to eat these meals, this will raise income for the school so please sign up.
For more informa!on contact the school oﬃce

All enquiries will be dealt with conﬁden!ally.

FRIENDS OF HERONS DALE
The Friends are running a Car Boot Sale at Adur Rec on Saturday 29th September.
We need Volunteers! 6-15- 8.30am, 8.30am - 11am, 11.am -1.30pm.
If you are able to help then please contact Sam on the email address below, who will chat
to you about what you would need to do.

Cake Raﬄe
June Cake Raﬄe Winner - Sue Parsons. Thank you to Anastasia for making
delicious cup cakes.
The cake raﬄe runs for 11 months of the year—Yes! We have August oﬀ. We are
oﬀering parent/carers the opportunity to enter next years cake raﬄe 11 .mes
(one each month) for the price of 10. If you pay £10 in September—that will cover
you for the whole year and you can ignore our reminders!
Please send your money (£10) in an envelope marked 2018/2019 Cake Raﬄe.
You can of course s.ll pay £1 a month if you would prefer.

Last year, Margaret, one of our Dinner Ladies, walked the Thames Path
Challenge to raise funds for the school. She has decided that she would like to
do it again, so on 8th and 9th September she will be walking along with 3000
other people along the main Thames Path over two days. This is a really
gruelling event and she has been training every day for many months. Last
.me she raised a massive £530 for the school, this year she is hoping to exceed
her target. Please help if you can
To donate, please go to her Justgiving page h ps://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/margaret-moss
or you can also donate via text if you prefer. Text the code FOHD58 then amount you want to donate,
e.g. to donate £5 its FOHD58£5 to 70070

Fund Raising Thermometers
We have raised
£4,950 towards
our target of
£19,600 for the
Kia Carens

Mackenzie Bridge. The School has
raised £815 towards the total of
£1080. This piece of equipment is
essen.al as the school is on one
level and so it is important for all
of our pupils, including those in
wheelchairs, to rehearse
naviga.ng diﬀerent levels and
obstacles. Those riding bikes can
also enjoy this piece of equipment

FRIENDS OF HERONS DALE SUMMER FAYRE
Thank you to everyone who came to our very successful summer fayre. The
turn out for the day was amazing, and it was lovely to see past pupils and
staﬀ as well as the new families who are joining us in September. There was
plenty of things to entertain the children with exo.c animals to pet, Train
rides, hook a duck, ta oos, lucky lollies and much more.
This year we had a BBQ which was a roaring success and kept everyone
fuelled for the day.
We had entertainment from Street and Stage
Kidz, who showcased their dance rou.nes twice
during the aTernoon.
Thank you to our Bikers who came along and
supported us and raised £225. In total we
raised £1475. A fun .me was had by all.

If you would like to consider becoming a part of the Friends of
Herons Dale Commi>ee but would like more informa!on, have an idea for fundraising you would like to
share or for any ques!ons you would like to ask; please do not hesitate to get in touch with our Chair of
Friends, Sam Evans fohd@heronsdale.co.uk

Next Friends of Herons Dale Commi ee mee.ng is Tuesday 11th September 1.15pm in the community
room at school, all welcome.

Please see below the signs to support Road Safety

Strategy Section - Play Therapy
Play Therapy is a method of helping children with behaviour and
emo.onal problems to help themselves.
Play is the child's natural way of expressing themselves and is essen.al
for emo.onal and social development. Play therapy is an opportunity
for the child to 'play out' their thoughts, feelings and
problems. Through specialist techniques the child will gain insight into
their personal problems. Play therapy is person-centred and
allows the child to choose the method they feel is most
appropriate to them personally.
Play Therapy can be used as an eﬀec.ve tool for problems such
as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Loss or bereavement
Family breakdown
Abuse or Neglect
Problems with Socialising
Children who are ill or disabled
Children who have emo.onal diﬃcul.es such as aggression, depression, anxiety, withdrawal and
low self-esteem
Children with developmental diﬃcul.es such as bedwe7ng, communica.on problems, ea.ng and
sleeping problems.

Every child is unique and special but some.mes they experience problems with feelings or behaviours
that cause disrup.on to their lives and the lives of those around them. Play therapy oﬀers a safe
space to express, explore and make sense of thoughts, feelings and experiences
You can get more detailed informa.on from PTUK's site. www.playtherapy.org.uk/

Coming Soon
Beach schools
New website will be launched in September 2018

Attendance
Our A>endance target for the school is 93%
Our current absence a endance is

93.63%

As a reminder, it is really important that you ring in to school on the ﬁrst day
of absence as per our a endance policy.
Please see our website for a copy.

Thank you
SOLD ‘Shoreham Opportuni.es for Learning Diﬃcul.es – have donated all their
CDs for our next CD wall.

Parents, Please keep sending them in if you have any spare.

Can you help with :
Space themed items to help make the school look
topic ready.

Your generosity is amazing, thank you so much for sending in items
from our last wanted list!

Advertising in our Newsletter
We are forever looking at ways of raising funds
for the school. As a way of doing this Businesses and
individuals have the opportunity to buy adver.sing space
at a rate of £50 for 11 issues.
This does not mean that the school endorse any product,
business or service but simply u.lising another fundraising
avenue.
Please do let any of your friends or family know if this is
something which may be of interest.

For all your Decking and Fencing needs
Call Mark at Top Deck

Telephone Number: 07539172335
Email Address: mansell10@yahoo.com

Tambourines Class visit to London
The Tambourines class went on a
very exci.ng visit to London!
During our visit, we looked at
some of the famous buildings
and points of interest through
the windows of the minibus. Our
favourites included the London
Eye, the Houses or Parliament
and also the wonderful river
Thames!
Once in London visited the Mounted Metropolitan
Police unit at Great Scotland yard. We were very
lucky and met all of the special police horses that
help to keep London safe.

We even got to meet one of the horses that escorted the Duke
and Duchess of Sussex on their wedding day. We enjoyed
feeding, stroking and talking
about the horses alongside trying
on the Polices special riot
uniform.
Our favourite fact of the trip was
that all of the horses are named
in alphabe.cal order each year this year is the le er 'V'.

This term at Extra.me we have been exploring the
season and making the most of being outside. We
planted some sunﬂower seeds to take home and
have been talking about what kinds of plants grow in
summer. Bella in par.cular has really enjoyed all of
the ﬁngerpain.ng we have done and we have also
created our own artwork by pain.ng to diﬀerent types of music.
One of our young people Zachary has a passion for food and cooking, so we
have made chocolate rice-krispy cakes, fruit salad, lemonade and some
cheesy caterpillar mini beasts.
At the end of this school year, we sadly say goodbye to Henry
who has been with us since our very
ﬁrst day at Herons Dale.
If you would like your child involved
with our aTer school or holiday
schemes, please get in touch at
hello@extra.mebrighton.org.uk or
on 01273 420580. Alterna.vely you
can visit our website
www.extra.mebrighton.org.uk.
Best wishes and have a fantas.c summer!
Extra.me Team

Wakehurst Place Visit
Trumpets class had a fabulous .me at Wakehurst Place. They visited
Peacelands Wood, where the children had the opportunity to explore
nature with their senses.
The children collected diﬀerent natural materials and built great dens for
some of the Wakehurst animals soT toys. They also made herbarium
ephemeral art, to create diﬀerent ﬂowers and trees, using s.cks and
leaves.
Thanks to all the staﬀ in Wakehurst for
your amazing help!

Award for nursing
An award was given to Trudy Ward (head of the children and young
people’s community nursing service) and the children and young
people’s community nursing service, Sussex community NHS founda.on
trust.

They developed a tool to improve the poor access to nursing care of
1500 children and young people a ending West Sussex special schools.
The nursing assessment tool has improved the service model and skill
mix, enabling an increase from two to 10 nurses suppor.ng pupils with complex needs. The tool has
informed every child’s Educa.on, Health Care Plan and has been adopted in Surrey, Kent, Sheﬃeld and
Bradford also.
Well done to them.

Award for Cake making
Margaret from our Kitchen, entered a cake in to the
special diet awards in Birmingham. She chose the
Gluten Free category and made a Chocolate and
Orange Black Bean Cake.
Well done to her as she received a merit.

Rocket Fund
A huge Thank you to those of you who donated to our campaign to raise
money for Communicate in Print.
Communicate in Print is for every member of our school community, who
will access this either directly or indirectly. Teachers make resources,
symbols, !metables, accessible books and so much more. Students use it to
support their wri!ng development and parents, carers, drivers and escorts
will access it through requests for such things as social
stories, symbols, wash hands sequences.
We reached our target, and in the end exceeded and
made a total of £1340.

Albion in the Community
AITC are holding two summer holiday football camps for
disability football players at the American Express Elite
Football Performance Centre in Lancing.
They will take place on Tuesday 28th and Wednesday 29th
August. The cost is £15 for one day or £25 for both.
If you would like more informa.on, please email
disability@albioninthecommunity.org.uk or call 01273 668590

UK Power Networks
Priority Service and extra support for customers who need it
during a power cut.

If you live in the South East of England then being on a Priority
Services Register will ensure you will receive extra support if you
experience a power cut.

Please contact the school oﬃce for further informa.on or call
0800 029 4285 to register.

Au!sm Sussex - Family Support Service
Fabulous news, Au.sm Sussex have agreed to con.nue to come in to school and oﬀer Individual Support
and Advice Sessions
Loca.on: Herons Dale School, Hawkins Crescent, Shoreham-by-Sea,
From 9am to 11am
Monday 10th September
Monday 8th October
Monday 12th November
Au.sm Specialist – Cathryn Tinker
Email: familysupport@au.smsussex.org.uk or call 01243 214120

Foxlease Camp
Our Year 6 children had a brilliant .me at Foxlease for their residen.al
trip.
The weather was amazing . During the 4 days away, the children visited
Paultons Park, had a go on the Zip Wire, went swimming, visited Moors
Valley Park, had a camp ﬁre and even had .me to ﬁt in a
Macdonald's!.
We are planning to go again next year. A huge thank you to the staﬀ
for organising this and for giving up their .me.
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How clever are you?
Do you have any spare !me over the holidays, and an interest in making things to support our
children's learning and help meet their sensory needs.
If you are interested, and would like further informa!on, please contact the school oﬃce.

Term Dates 2018 / 2019
Summer Term 2018
Break up for Summer

Tuesday 24 July 2018

Autumn Term 2018 / 2019
Inset Day
Inset Day
Back to school

Monday 3 September 2018
Tuesday 4 September 2018
Wednesday 5 September 2018

Inset Day
Half-Term

Friday 19 October 2018
Monday 22 October to Friday 26 October 2018

Inset Day

Friday 23 November 2018

Break up for Christmas

Wednesday 19 December 2018

Spring Term 2018 / 2019
Return to school

Thursday 3 January 2019

Half Term

Monday 18 February to Friday 22 February 2019

Break up for Easter

Friday 5 April 2019

Summer Term 2018 / 2019
Inset Day
Return to school

Tuesday 23 April 2019
Wednesday 24 April 2019

Inset Day
Bank Holiday

Friday 3 May 2019
Monday 6 May 2019

Bank Holiday
Half Term

Monday 27 May 2019
Tuesday 28 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019

Break up for Summer

Tuesday 23 July 2019

