
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Welcome back a�er, what I hope was, a terrific half term break 

for everyone. As always, despite February being such a short 

month, the newsle�er is jam packed with tasters of what has 

been going on in school. 

 

There are several new features this month including a Strategy Sec!on and 

Governors Update.  

 

Each month we will aim to provide some summary informa!on about a 

strategy which is used in school or which could be used at home. We hope this 

will give you greater understanding of strategies which you may have heard 

referenced in school or on Personalised Learning Plans and it may give you 

ideas which you might like to try at home. As ever, we are incredibly happy to 

support you with strategies you’d like to use at home, so, if ever you would 

like more informa!on or more specific examples then please do contact us. 

 

If there is anything else you would like to see included in our newsle�ers then 

I would really like to hear from you so that we can work together to make 

them as useful and as celebratory as possible! 

 

Thank you! 

FEBRUARY 2017 

Herons Dale Primary School 

‘Please 

keep your 

contact details 

up to date’ 

Vision Statement 
 

"In our safe and 

happy school we 

work together 

communica�ng 

effec�vely to 

ensure everyone 

has access to a 

suppor�ve and 

crea�ve learning 

environment, 

providing 

challenges and 

celebra�ng all 

achievements" 

Isabel Robson 

Le�ers sent home: 

 

If you have not 

received these le�ers, 

please contact the 

school office  

 

Extra�me A�er School 

club 

World Book Day 

 

World Book Day  
 

World book day will be celebrated in school on Thursday 2
nd

 March 2017.  We 

would love to see all the children (and grown-ups) dressed in as their favourite 

book character.  There will be special events in school on this day, and we will 

share the photos with you in our next newsle�er.  

 

Children will receive a £1 book token which they can use to get £1 off a book of 

their choice, or alterna�vely they can swap their token for one of the ten 

exclusive World Book Day books shown below.  For more informa�on please 

visit h�p://www.worldbookday.com/ 



British Values 
 

As described in January’s newsle�er, we will be sharing with 

you the ways in which the Bri�sh Values are being promoted 

at Herons Dale School. The new display is up and uses photos 

to show how we have been delivering input on Bri�sh Values 

and ways in which they are celebrated. 

 

We use simplified terms for each of the values, highlighted in 

blue below, to make the values more accessible to our pupils. 

 

The five Bri�sh Values outlined by the Government are:  

· Democracy - Voice 

· The rule of law - Rules 

· Individual liberty - Choice 

· Mutual respect - Respect 

· Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs - Kindness 

 

Each value also has a character which represents it and we will use these characters during assemblies to 

help build the associa�on for the children and keep everything fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout this and future newsle�ers, you will see symbols next to any sec�on where we are sharing 

with you something which has also promoted any of the values.  

 

Assemblies this month 
 

Every Monday morning we have an assembly.  Our recent assemblies have included:   

 

World Religion Day  

 

Chinese New Year 

 

Safer Internet Day 

 

Jewish Fes�val Assembly 

 

Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) 

 
Bailey receiving his lucky 

envelope at Chinese New Year 
Holi Festival—throwing paint  

Victor Voice Super Dog Picking Polly Kind Kita Ray Respect 





New School Logo 
 

I am pleased to show you Herons Dale’s fresh and modern new logo. We 

hope you like it as much as we do.  

 

A new school sign has been ordered for the top of the school drive as names 

needed to be updated on this. It seemed like a �mely opportunity to look at 

upda�ng our logo too. 

 

The logo will be phased in over �me and there will be no cost to parents at 

all. When ordering new school uniform from this point on, it will feature the new logo but there is no 

expecta�on for any uniform to be ordered because of the logo change; simply order as you would have 

done when uniform is outgrown! 
 

Sports Roundup 
 

Well done to us for achieving the School Games Bronze award.  We 

achieved this by increasing our spor�ng ac�vi�es and taking park in 

compe��ve sports in the locality. 

 

Some children took part in a New 

Age Kurling event at Li�lehampton Academy.  This is a fully 

inclusive sport where mainstream and special compete against each 

other.    

 

The children had a fabulous �me  

 

 

 

Other children visited the American Express elite performance centre run by Albion 

in the Community based in Lancing.  They were given a training session by one of the 

staff from the Disability team.  The children has a great �me learning new football 

skills and playing a match again each other 

 

 

BBC Children in Need 
 

A huge thank you to everyone who sent in a dona�on for Children in Need.  We raised 

£153.75. 
 



Sainsbury’s Active 

Kids Vouchers  
 

Once again, we are collec�ng the Sainsbury's 

Ac�ve Kids Vouchers.  All of the vouchers collected will be put towards PE and Cooking equipment.  

Vouchers will be issued in stores un�l 2
nd

 May 2017.  Please send them in as soon as possible.   

School Council  
 

This term School Council members have been looking at the 

results of our Safety in School survey.  We had a Safety at School week and 

during this �me each pupil completed a ques�onnaire about places in 

school where they feel safe or unsafe.  School Council members are now 

working on the ideas put forward.  These ideas will go to Class Mee�ngs 

for discussion before a set of guidelines are put in place by the School 

Council.  We will keep you posted. 

E-Safety  
About PEGI? - What are ra�ngs? 
 

Age ra�ngs are systems used to ensure that entertainment content, such as films, videos, DVDs, and 

computer games, are clearly labelled by age according to the content they contain. Age ra�ngs provide 

guidance to consumers (par�cularly parents) to help them decide whether or not to buy a par�cular 

product. 
 

Computer and video games are now enjoyed by 

millions of players throughout Europe. In the UK, 37 % 

of the popula�on aged between 16 and 49 describe 

themselves as ‘ac�ve gamers’ (defined as currently 

playing games on a console, handheld or PC). In 

comparison, in Spain and Finland 28% of the 

popula�on aged 16 and 49 are defined as ‘ac�ve 

gamers’(Nielsen report 2008). While most games 

(49%) are suitable for players of all ages there are 

many that are only suitable for older children and 

young teenagers. There are also some games (4%) 

that are made for adults only (over the age of 18).  
 

The ra�ng on a game confirms that it is suitable for 

players over a certain age. Accordingly, a PEGI 7 game 

is only suitable for those aged seven and above and an 

PEGI 18 game is only suitable for adults aged eighteen 

and above. The PEGI ra�ng considers the age 

suitability of a game, not the level of difficulty. 
 

PEGI is used and recognised throughout Europe and has the enthusias�c support of the European 

Commission. It is considered to be a model of European harmonisa�on in the field of the protec�on of 

children. 



Governor Update 
 

Lucy Fairhall joined staff on 3
rd

 January for their Inset day.  

She had the opportunity to join in with a session on de-escala�on and learnt a lot from 

the conversa�on between members of staff on different ways to manage and support 

behaviour using de-escala�on.  

 

She also joined in with a session on playground play where staff were introduced to a set of playground 

games and worked together to look at ways play can be supported during break �mes. 

 

Governor visits give opportuni�es for governors to learn more about what the school does and how and 

why things are done. At the same �me, visits ensure governors are able to monitor the work of the 

school and can be it’s ‘cri�cal friend’. 

Precision Teaching 
 

Precision Teaching is a method of planning a teaching programme to 

meet the needs of an individual child or young person who is 

experiencing difficulty with acquiring or maintaining par�cular skills, 

oBen in reading, spelling or maths. 

 

We par�cularly use it to support children who: 

• seem able to complete tasks but are reluctant to try, possibly 

linked to self-esteem 

• appear to know something one day but not the next  

• appear to know something in one area but not in another  

• need some support with developing pace when working i.e. can be slow to produce work and 

therefore have less rehearsal �me for some skills 

• are developing early skills which will underpin future learning 

 

What does it look like in prac�ce? 

• Ideally, Precision Teaching will happen daily for those individuals in receipt of this approach. 

• Five to ten minutes are spent teaching new items (e.g. spellings, reading words or calcula�ons) 

using whichever teaching method works best for the individual, one to one with an adult. 

• The pupil then shows how many they can get right in 1 minute. This should be a fun ac�vity.  

• A  note is made of the number of correct answers and number of errors  

• A note of the errors is made so that these can be targeted in the next round of teaching – keeping 

the teaching ‘precise’  

• A chart is used to record the session and this can be used to show the individual (if appropriate) 

how they are doing. Pupils respond well to this ‘bea�ng a personal best’ approach. 

 

Have a look at the clip below to see some Precision Teaching in prac�ce. There are lots of other clips 

available too. 

 

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Arn162_K_Nw  



Dates for the Diary 

 

Please see the calendar below for significant dates for March.  

Au�sm Sussex clinics ** New Dates ** 

 

We are really happy to announce that thanks to money we have received through Adur 

Hive, we are able to con�nue Au�sm Sussex to work with us for the rest of this year and 

indeed right up to the end of December 2017.   

 

The clinics are held here in school.   To book an appointment, please email 

familysupport@au�smsussex.org.uk or contact their Enquiry Line: 0345 450 0060 

 
 
 
 
 

Spring Term 2017 Summer Term 17 Autumn Term 17 

20th March 17 

No clinic in April 17 

  

15th May 17 

12th June 17 

3
rd

  July 17 

No clinic in August 17 

  

18th September 17 

16th October 17 

20th November 17 

18th December 17 

  

 March  2017  

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

27 Feb 
Back to school 

28 Feb 
Pancake Day 

1 Ash Wednesday 

  

2 World Book Day 

  

3 

  

4 

  

5 

  

6 

  

7 

  

8 

  

9 

  

10 

  

11 

  

12 

  

13 

  

14 

  

15 

  

16 

  

17 St. Patrick's Day 

  

18 

  

19 

  

20 

  

21 

  

22 

  

23 

  

24 

 Red Nose Day 

25 

  

26 

  

27 

  

28 

  

29 

  

30 

  

31 

 Newsle�er to go 

out 

Notes: 

Break up for Easter Friday 

7/4/17 



Term Dates 2016  -  2017 

 

Spring Term 2017 

    

Back to school  Monday 27 February  

    

Break up for Easter Friday 7 April  

    

Easter Holiday Monday 10 April to Friday 21 April 

    

Summer Term 2017 
    

Inset Day  Monday 24 April – INSET DAY - School Closed 

Back to School  Tuesday 25 April  

Bank Holiday Monday 1 May—School Closed  

Finish School  Friday 26 May  

Half term:  Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June 

Inset Day  Monday 5 June – INSET DAY - School Closed 

Back to School  Tuesday 6 June 

    

Break up for Sumnmer Tuesday 25 July 2017  

    

Autumn Term 2017 
    

Inset Day  Monday 4 September  

Back to School  Tuesday 5 September 

    

Finish School  Friday 20 October  

Half term:  Monday 23 October to Friday 27 October 

Back to School  Monday 30 October  

    

Break up for Christmas Wednesday 20 December 2017 


