Herons Dale Primary School
Dear Parents and Carers,
DECEMBER 2017

Our Vision
Statement
" Enabling,

valuing and
empowering
all, in our
posi"ve, safe
and happy
school. "
Le ers sent home:
If you have not
received these le ers,
please contact the
school oﬃce
Hea ng System x2
Inspec on of Herons
Dale School Ofsted
Christmas Jumper for
Performance

‘Please keep
your contact

Welcome to the ﬁnal Newsle er of the year. What a
terriﬁc term it has been! There has been plenty of fes ve
fun and lots of busyness to ﬁnish up the year. I hope you
enjoy looking through the Newsle er for highlights of
what we have all been up to and a li le taster of things to
come!
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all again for your
understanding when it became necessary to close the school because
we had no hea ng on, what was, a bi erly cold day. It was a decision we
were very reluctant to make and your pa ence with the situa on was
hugely appreciated.
Thank you also for your fantas c support and
your kind words when we had our Ofsted
Inspec on. Needless to say, the pupils and
staﬀ were incredible on the day (as always!)
and we saw it as an opportunity to show case
the wonderful school which we are so very proud of. As soon as the
report is published by Ofsted then we will make you aware.
It con nues to be an absolute privilege to work with all of your children
and the superb staﬀ . I would like to give a huge thank you to all of the
amazing staﬀ at Herons Dale, to all of the Drivers and Escorts, to all of
the Therapists who work with your children and to our wonderful ladies
in the kitchen; all of whom work so hard to ensure our pupils have the
very best experiences. THANK YOU!
Thank you to all of you also, for all of the support which you give your
children, the staﬀ and school as a whole—you are also brilliant!!
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and hope you all enjoy a peaceful
me together over the holiday period; we look forward to seeing
everyone in the New Year.

details up to
Current a endance

93.7%
Target a endance

93%

See everyone on
Thursday 4th
January 2018

Staffing News
Farewell to Paula Reeves from role as teacher in Triangles. She will be
much missed be we are pleased to say she will s ll be popping in to
support with cover across the school in the new year!

I am delighted to be able to share that Tracy Vise will be
teaching in Triangles, along with Anastasia, from January!
She is already a familiar member of staﬀ, par cularly to Triangles so we
look forward to her being with us in her new role.

E-safety
As millions of children get ready to unwrap internet-enabled
gadgets on Christmas morning, families are being encouraged
discuss staying safe online. Mobile phones, tablets and laptops can open up a world of
explora on, learning and fun and children should be encouraged to make the most of
the beneﬁts.

to

But there are also risks and dangers to being online, and by working together parents and children can
learn to safely navigate the internet and social media.
Advice about the best way to keep children safe is available from a range of websites, and the UK
Council for Child Internet Safety has published a useful guide for parents and carers whose children are
using social media.
Among the

top ps are:

•

how
can use
se;ngs to
sure only
approved
can see

Explain
children
privacy
make

friends
posts and images, and warn them about sharing personal informa on
• Check if any of the mobile apps they use have loca on services enabled, and disable this if they do
not want to be tracked
• Show them how to report oﬀensive comments or block people who upset them
• Check ‘tagging’ se;ngs so that when others are pos ng or sharing photos online, your child’s
iden ty is not revealed
• Encourage your child to come and talk to you if they see anything that upsets them
• Ask them to show you which social media apps they use, what they like about them and talk about
how to use them safely
For further advise:

h ps://www.gov.uk/government/news/keep-children-safe-online-this-christmas-top- ps

School Council
School Council con nues to go from strength to strength.
In our last mee ngs the children decided they want their
next focus to be on improving elements of the inside of our
school, namely corridors and the ball pool.
They also agreed to take a more ac ve role in the collec on
of team points in their classes as well as choosing the end of
term treat for the winning team.
We look forward to sharing any updates with you in the New Year.

Islands and Oceans Topic
Here’s a li le taster of our topic next term! The
pupils have begun preparing artwork
(portholes) to decorate corridors ready for
everyone returning aGer the holidays!

Pantomime at the Ropetackle
We are very lucky once again to be supported by Adur East Lions club.
They are providing us with FREE ckets to the Pantomime, Dick
Whi;ngton at the Ropetackle in Shoreham on Thursday 28th December
at 2:30pm.
This is always a brilliant performance and enjoyed by adults and children. Please complete the slip
below and return to the oﬃce as soon as possible.
We would like to ask that you only take the ckets if you are intending to turn up as the ckets are
limited. There are a few ckets leG, so don’t miss out.

————————————————————————————————-Dick Whi.ngton

Child’s Name:____________________________
I would like ______ ckets to the pantomime at the Ropetackle on Thursday 28th
December at 2:30pm

Inset days—2017/2018
Spring Term—Friday 9th February
Summer Term—Monday 16th April

Thank you
To Margaret for making all of the pupil’s Christmas Cards from school!!

Wishing you a
very
Merry Christmas
from everyone at
Extra me!
*NEW CHANGES AT EXTRATIME*
As you are aware, we are commi ed to the con nua on of the aGer school club. Unfortunately we
did not receive the uptake we had expected from both the local schools. Therefore we have had to
reconsider the number of days that Extra me will run during the term me week. We want to ensure
the provision con nues to be a fun, social and exci ng environment for children to enjoy with their
friends. We have reviewed all the consulta on feedback and worked closely with Herons Dale School
and West Sussex County Council to make an informed decision about which days the club will run.
Based on parent/carer feedback we have made the decision to run the a/er school club on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays from January 2018.
Extra me always want your feedback, so please let us know your thoughts about the upcoming
changes. I would also love to hear if you have any other ques ons or comments about the aGer
school club or holiday schemes. You can reach us either at the club, by phone on 01273 420580, or by
email at hello@extra mebrighton.org.uk.
Many thanks and best wishes,
Holly Van der Kleij

Training Roadshow
Winter 2018 Workshops
Registered Charity, No: 1150906

•

Our Workshops are aimed at Parents and Carers of Children and Young People with addi onal needs and/or disabili es

•

We regret we cannot accommodate children at any of the workshops

•

There is no charge for our workshops, however we welcome dona ons to contribute to the costs of running the sessions. We
suggest a dona on of £3

Making Sense of Personal Independence Payment (PIP)
Learn all about PIP including how your young person will be transferred at 16, completing the form,
the different rates and the process of face to face assessments.
Wednesday 24th January 9.45am - 12.30pm
Broadfield Community Centre, Crawley
Making Sense of Anxiety in Children
An introduction to understanding anxiety in primary aged children, ways to support them if they are
worrying too much, and tips for looking after yourself along the way.
Friday 26th January 9.45am - 12.30pm
Easebourne School, Midhurst
Making Sense of Parenting Siblings of Children with SEN
This training focuses on providing advice on managing the feelings and emo ons the sibling may be experiencing as well as how to
manage all the ques ons they may have.
Tuesday 30th January 9.45am - 12.30pm
Maybridge Children & Family Centre, Worthing
Making Sense of Transition to Adulthood
An introduc on to the op ons available aGer school and suppor ng a young person to make choices about their future.
Tuesday 6th February 9.45am - 12.00pm
Bognor Regis Nursery, Children & Family Centre, Bognor Regis
Making Sense of E-Safety (Evening Workshop)
Addressing concerns around E-Safety - what we should say to our children - what helps, what may not, accessing safety
features; cyberbullying, sex ng, what they may be learning at school, resources you can access at home.
Monday 26th February 7.00pm - 9.00pm
Lancing Parish Hall
Making Sense of Sensory Processing Difficulties (Evening Workshop)
Find out about sensory processing difficulties and learn about ways to help your child/young
person.
Tuesday 6th March 7.00pm - 9.00pm
Trafalgar Road Baptist Church, Horsham
Making Sense of Challenging Behaviour
Explore ways to respond to your child so that positive behaviour is encouraged and challenging
behaviours are reduced.
Monday 12th March 9:45am - 12:30pm
New Park Centre, Chichester
Handling Stress and Building your own Resilience
Learn how to recognise stress in yourself, strategies to reduce it and how to become more resilient.
Wednesday 21st March 9.45am - 12.30pm
The Kings Church, Burgess Hill
To book on any of our workshops please go to Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/ and
search for Reaching Families.

Management Committee
The Management Commi ee would like to take this opportunity to wish
you all a very happy and safe Christmas me and hopes you all enjoy
the holiday period. We would like to extend a very big thank you to each and every one of
you for the con nued support which you show our wonderful school and for your
commitment and engagement with all that goes on.

Tesco teamed up with Groundwork to launch its community funding
scheme, which sees grants of up to £4,000, £2,000 and £1,000 – all
raised from carrier bag sales in Tesco stores – being awarded to local
community projects.
Bags of Help oﬀers community groups and projects across the UK a share of revenue
generated from carrier bag sales in Tesco store. Our project, the crea on of a tyre park
and purchase of adapted play equipment, along with two others will now go to the public
vote between Tuesday 2nd January 2018 and Wednesday 28th February 2018!
Please see below a list of stores taking part in the vo ng on our project.
3178 Shoreham
BN43 6TD.
6687 UPPER SHOREHAM EXP BN43 6BE
To vote, you will need to make a purchase within store of any value. You will receive one
token per transac on and it's not necessary to purchase a carrier bag in order to receive
a token. MAKE SURE YOU ASK FOR THE TOKENS and ﬁngers crossed!!
Please let all your friends and family know!

Dates for the Diary
Please see the calendar below for signiﬁcant dates for January
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Notes:
Return to School Thursday 4th January 2017

MarvellousMe
74% of pupils have at least one family member signed
up to Marvellous Me, which is terriﬁc! Thank you so, so
much for your engagement!
Please consider downloading the App to receive good news about your child.
Teachers have started sending out good news about achievements your child has made and will
con nue to do so. If you have not yet signed up or have lost your code, please contact the school
and we will re-send to you.
It would be really fantas c if 100% of parents could sign up to this app, as this would make the sharing
of good news so much more enjoyable.

From Carol Singing and Christmas Tree Decora ng, to
Rehearsals, mince pie making and Whole School Photos; we
have managed to ﬁt a lot in and the school has had a really
lovely, fes ve atmosphere and happy feel. The Christmas
Performance was magical and was testament to all of the hard
work put in by the pupils and staﬀ; a true celebra on of a
happy me.

Guitars—Christmas Tree Festival
Guitars took part in a Christmas Tree
Fes val held at St Mary de Haura Church
in Shoreham. This was an event organised
by Worthing Churches Homeless Projects to
raise money for WCHP and to put on a
community event for all to enjoy this
Christmas. We are delighted to say it raised
an amazing £1956.77 over the weekend,
25% up from the previous year. This money
will help WCHP provide much needed help
and support for homeless and insecurely
housed men and women in our community.
Our pupils thoroughly enjoyed the trip and
decora ng the tree!

Samba Band Performance at the Holmbush
Centre
AGer receiving a dona on from Beach Dreams to buy a Samba Band Kit and with drum
dona ons from Shoreham Beach School, Herons Dale have formed a Samba Band.
Herons Dale’s Samba Band took a trip to the Holmbush Centre to perform and raise
money for the playgrounds. It was a great turn out, the children and audience really
enjoyed themselves and we raised £70!

Tambourines Gingerbread House Competition
Tambourines Class held a Gingerbread House Making Compe on. Two
teams went head to head in a ba le to be champions in 3 categories—Taste,
Appearance and Team Work!
Orange and Black Team won a round each in Taste and Appearance but were
ed in the Team Work sec on and so the overall result was a draw!!
Our resident Mary Berry and Paul Hollywood’s—Ian, Isabel and Grant were the expert
judges and were very, very impressed with the quality of the entrants!!
Well done everyone!

Ben " The gingerbread house compe

on was the best best thing in the world."

Can you help with :
Toys/Books/Magazines/Pictures/material – anything which can support our
Islands and Oceans topic
next term
Your generosity is
amazing, thank you so
much for sending in items
from our last wanted list!

PUPIL VOICE

What I think of Christmas at School:
Vytas - "Christmas lunch was my favourite!"
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Leo - "it's very good and people are nice and I love
Santa!"
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Please see below the signs to support Christmas

Strategy Section
Rebound Therapy
"Rebound Therapy" is the use of trampolines in providing
therapeu c exercise and recrea on for people with a wide range
of
special needs. Par cipants can range from mild to severe physical
disabili es and from mild to profound and mul ple learning
disabili es, including dual sensory impairment and au s c
spectrum.
Rebound Therapy is used to facilitate movement, promote balance, promote an increase or
decrease in muscle tone, promote relaxa on, promote sensory integra on, improve ﬁtness
and exercise tolerance, and to improve communica on skills.
Summary:
♦ It is fun
♦ Gives conﬁdence in movement
♦ Is achievable for all through good target se;ng
♦ Develops ﬁtness
♦ Gives general conﬁdence and a feeling of well being

Chimes at Rebound Therapy
Chimes class have been visi ng Southwick Leisure Centre regularly this term for Rebound Therapy. During rebound therapy sessions the children get the opportunity to experience and engage in movement
using a trampoline. They also get to prac ce their speaking and listening skills, through interac ng with
others, responding to others, and following instruc ons. All of Chimes class beneﬁted hugely from these
trips and enjoyed the session!
Next term Maracas class will be a ending these sessions - further details to follow in the new year.

SNOW PLAN
We are approaching that me of year when the ﬂuﬀy white
stuﬀ may fall from the heavens above.
Closing the school is never an easy decision to make and not
one I take lightly. I have to take several factors in to account;
we have many children travelling from a large area on a
variety of transport, also that staﬀ have to travel from a wide
area as well and I need to be sure that we will have enough staﬀ on site to ensure that the children
are kept safe.
Just to clarify with you the arrangements for closing the school, should the need arise.
I will endeavour to make the decision at approximately 7:00am having spoken to key school
personnel including one of our co-chairs, Rebecca Dunne or Ian Porri , however, due to
deteriora ng weather condi ons some mes it may be later
If the decision to close the school is made, I will inform West Sussex County Council and the following
radio sta ons; Heart FM (102.4 & 103.5) & Splash FM (107.7)
A text will be sent to those parents who have registered with our tex ng service and an
announcement will also appear on our website www.heronsdale.co.uk
Please remember to contact the school with changes to mobile numbers or email address.

Circus Starr
We have been generously
donated ckets for the
new winter show ‘Circus
Starr Goes to Hollywood’,
taking place at The
Windmill Theatre,
Blatchington Mill School,
Nevill Avenue, Hove, BN43
7BW on Sunday 7th
January.
Please see the school
oﬃce to collect ckets or
for further informa on.

FRIENDS OF HERONS DALE
The next Friends of Herons Dale mee ng will be on Tuesday 16th January at 1.15 in the Community Room.

Donated By

Prize

Winner

Out of Bounds

2 Family Games of

Sam Evans

Pure Massage &Beauty

Treatment Voucher

Ronnie—Guitars

Tracy Vise

Red Wine

Pheonix—Triangles

Red wine

Mason—Bongos

Red Wine

Danni—Maracas

Impact Leisure

5 Class Pass

Donte—Panpipes

Co-op Southwick

Food Hamper

Paul Curram

WWT Arundel Wetlands

Family Pass

Sophie—Didgeridoos

Sammy Ades

Exercise Bike

Nelson Hodges

Liquor Chocolates

Finlay—Trumpets

Tin of Biscuits

Georgie—

Tin of Biscuits

Ryan—Maracas

Tin of Biscuits

Sue White

3xBoxes of Mince Pies

Cameron—Chimes

The Garden Beauty

Treatment Voucher

Finn—Tambourines

McDonalds

£20 Voucher

Freddie—

Helen O’Grady

£51 Voucher

Vytas—Tambourines

Worthing Ice Rink

Family of 4 Pass

George—Didgeridoos

Richard John Hairdress-

Cut and Finish

Jus n—Bongos

Sky High Trampoline

2xfree hour entry

Carline Page

Paradise Park

2 x free entry

Focus Photography

Voucher worth £125
Voucher worth £125

Fishers Farm

2x children passes

South Downs Leisure

3 x Amazon Adventure

Thank you to everyone who entered the
Cake Raﬄe. The cake was made by Sam
Evans, one of
our Teaching
Assistants and
Chair of
Friends. The
winner was
Jacob from
Bongos Class. Enjoy your cake!
From the beginning of next term, please
feel free to send in any dona ons of items
for car boot sales, as we will be a ending
these on a regular basis in 2018 to try and
bring extra funds in.
A huge thank you to Friends for all of their
hard work in organising the Christmas
Raﬄe, tombola, teas/coﬀees and mince
pies at each of the performances and for
the money which purchased all of the
children’s presents (just to help Santa
out a bit!).
Please don’t forget to do any last minute
shopping via:

If you would like to consider becoming a
part of the Friends of Herons Dale
CommiAee but would like more
Preston—
informa"on, have an idea for fundraising
you would like to share or for any
Edward—Harmonicas ques"ons you would like to ask; please
do not hesitate to get in touch with our
Finlay—Trumpets
Chair of Friends, Sam Evans
Mya—Triangles
fohd@heronsdale.co.uk
Freddie—Didgeridoos

Assemblies this month
Advent
Dress Rehearsals
Year 5 and 6—e-safety assembly

Term Dates 2017 - 2018
Spring Term 2018
Back to School

Thursday 4 January 2018

Inset Day
Half term:

Friday 9 February
Monday 12 February to Friday 16 February

Finish School

Thursday 29 March 2018

Summer Term 2018
Inset Day
Back to school

Monday 16 April
Tuesday 17 April

Bank Holiday

Monday 7 May—School Closed

Finish School

Friday 25 May

Half term:

Monday 28 May to Friday 1 June

Back to School

Monday 4 June
Tuesday 24 July 2018

Break up for Summer

