Herons Dale Primary School
Dear Parents and Carers,
APRIL 2018

Our Vision
Statement
"Enabling,

valuing and
empowering
all, in our
posi"ve, safe
and happy
school. "

An enormous welcome back to everyone from the Easter Holidays,
which already seem like a life me ago as we have packed so much in
to the two weeks since our return.
Pupils have enjoyed visits from owls and lots of minibeasts as part of our Stunning
Start and there is lots of work going on in our outdoor areas around the school,
sprucing them up and with the children choosing what they want to have in each.
Before we broke up we held our annual Easter Egg Hunt with eggs (or alterna ves)
provided by Friends. Each pupil decorated a paper egg and these were then hidden
around the school (inside this year because of the weather). Everyone then hunted
for their own egg and when they found it they showed it to the Easter Bunny (myself
and Teresa) in exchange for a real egg! The pupils all did brilliantly and were very
quick at spo+ng their own work.

Le ers sent home:
If you have not
received these le ers,
please contact the
school oﬃce
Worth-less
Topic Resume
Topic Web
PLP’s
Pupil Passports
Sun Safety

‘Please
keep
your
contact details
up to date’

Current a endance

94.2%
Target a endance

93%

Thank you very much for your on-going support of the school through your
communica ons with us and for your dona ons of me, money and resources. It is
all much appreciated.

Staffing News
Everyone please welcome Hollie and Jodie who have joined us recently.
Hollie will be working in the Trumpets class and Jodie will be working in
Chimes.
HUGE CONGRATULATIONS TO RED, who gave birth to a beau ful baby girl on
Friday, weighing 8lb 5oz. Welcome to the world Lowri Milton. A baby sister to Elodie.

Attendance
Our A(endance target for the school is 93%
Our current absence a(endance is 94.3
At the end of the Spring term, we sent out 20 cer ﬁcates celebra ng 100% aEendance.
As a reminder, it is really important that you ring in to school on the ﬁrst day of absence as per our aEendance
policy. Please see our website for a copy.

Behaviour Support Clinic
Our next monthly behaviour clinic will be on Wednesday 23rd May
from 9:00am to 10:00am
The dates for following clinics this academic year are:
20 June
18 July
This clinic is for parents to ask for any advice re any behaviours they are ﬁnding diﬃcult to manage at home
or anything they would like advice on involving any behaviour issues.
To book an appointment, please contact Cath Farr on the following email address cfarr@heronsdale.co.uk or
contact the school oﬃce.

Car Park
Thank you for agreeing to our new park and stride scheme. I
feel that I need to share one of the reasons that I have started
this scheme.
A pupil at another school in a diﬀerent County was involved in
a collision with a reversing minibus on their school grounds. Sadly he suﬀered mul ple injuries and died from his
injuries. Because of this, all schools must plan to manage the interac on of site traﬃc (pedestrians and vehicles)
on the school grounds, both when they are accessing the school and leaving it. These plans should be recorded in
a policy, procedure or risk assessment and regularly reviewed.
Our Taxi’s and Minibuses take priority in the car park. Parking on the school site is only for Staﬀ and visitors
a(ending mee"ngs. If there is not a legi mate space to park, please park on the surrounding roads when
delivering/collec ng your children. Please do not park against the fence or block other vehicles in.
Wherever possible we would ask that our parents park
and stride to avoid over conges"on of the school car park
and to allow school transport priority.

Family Support Service
Individual Support and Advice Sessions
Loca on: Herons Dale School, Hawkins Crescent, Shoreham-by-Sea,
From 9am to 11am
Monday 14th May
Monday 11th June
Au sm Specialist – Cathryn Tinker
Email: familysupport@au smsussex.org.uk or call 01243 214120

School Council
School Council have been busy again this month. In our main mee ng we met again
with the people from Crea ve Waves. You may remember last Summer, School
Councillors were asked to help them with ideas to re-design Quayside Park. Well all
the ideas from them and local schools were put together and the children were asked
to vote on their favourite from 4 designs. Our children carefully
looked at all the diﬀerent elements of the designs and then
chose the one they liked the best.
Crea ve Waves were extremely grateful to our School councillors for taking
part in this process.
Well done everybody!

PUPIL VOICE

What I thought of our Stunning Start Assembly ?:
Abi: "I really liked holding the millipede and the grasshoppers. I loved it, it was amazing."

Mason: "I really liked feeding the rabbits I fed them a dandelion."
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Kaiden—”Those Rabbits smell like Rabbits”

Kevin: "I liked the bearded dragon because it looked awesome."

Herons Dale Primary School would like to invite you to play

On Friday 8th June 18 from 7pm in the School Hall
We are raising funds for the outdoor learning environment
Come on your own or bring your family, friends or neighbours (Adults only)
6 Games of Bingo for £5 Plus other games on the evening
Please bring your own Drinks and Snacks
Just so we have an idea of numbers, please return the slip below with numbers aEending and the
correct money to the school oﬃce.

Contact Details: Name: ______________________
Mobile Number: ___________Email address: _____________
Number of persons aEending: ____ Amount enclosed £_____
Please return to the school oﬃce

Federation and Management
Committee update
Rebecca Dunne and Ian
PorriE our Co-chairs of the management commiEee
recently hosted members of the Federa on. They
showed oﬀ our wonderful school and met some of the
pupils.
Geoﬀ Palmer, chair of the Federa on was very impressed with the inclusive nature of the school. He felt the
School aims, values and vision were all clear to see. He observed the pupils both in class and at play.
He also commented on the professionalism and dedica on of all the staﬀ. We
look forward to welcoming them again soon.

E-Safety
Roblox is a popular online game
aimed at children aged 8+ which
gives users freedom to create
their own games or play games which other users have created. Roblox also oﬀers a chat facility.
A recent Net-aware survey found that 16% of children who reviewed Roblox found that the game was risky
due to the ability to be able to:
· Make In-app purchases
· Ability to talk to strangers
· People you don’t know adding you
Roblox does have its imagina ve and crea ve side – it allows children to be crea ve and think about what
they’d like to see in game development.
Although Roblox does have the ability to add privacy se+ngs (pre-set under 12s), there are s ll risks
surrounding the ability to add unknown users, limited control over strangers adding youngsters, bullying and
of course, the ability to make in app purchases. These all carry their individual risks.
For more informa on about Roblox, please visit our website.
Follow the link to Roblox where you’ll ﬁnd some really useful informa on about the app, learn how to add
privacy se+ngs and see what parents/carers and children think about the Roblox. You can also visit Roblox
at: hEps://en.help.roblox.com/hc/en-us/categories/200217934-Account-and-Security

How clever are you?
Do you have any spare me and an interest in making things. If so, we need you! Can you make any of the
following items? All of which support our children's learning and help meet sensory needs. If you are interested,
and would like further
informa on, please
contact the school oﬃce.

Can you help with :
A Wheelchair. Our partners at Sussex …. Would like the use of a Wheelchair to
use to help train staﬀ how to e-down/clamp
Your generosity is amazing, thank you so much for sending in items from our
last wanted list!

Forest School
Cris na one of our HLTA’s is leading our Forest School ini a ve. We have big plans for the area around our
Solardome. Forest school is an inspira onal process, that oﬀer all learners regular opportuni es to achieve and
develop conﬁdence and self esteem, through hands-on learning experiences in a natural environment.This area
will be used in all weathers. There will be lots of messy play so children will need to make sure they have Wellies,
Raincoat, Sun Hat in school at all mes.
Sussex wildlife Trust supported us in designing this area and we have been helped along the way by BG
Groundcare, Jon-Monty’s Dad from Lancing College, Green Gym and many staﬀ. Jus n from our Bongos class has
been really amazing and enjoyed helping to dy this area
Pictures before

Pictures AZer

Plans
We have great plans which include a Fire Circle, Minibeasts Hotel, Mud kitchen and a digging area. We will be
plan ng fruits and vegetables and making a shelter. In our Solardome— which is like a Greenhouse—we have
planted Basil and other herbs. The children can go in there in all weathers to explore their learning and sensory

Stunning Start
The children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in a minibeast workshop when we returned from the Easter Break.
They looked at and even held a millipede, African Land Snails, A bearded dragon, rabbits and many diﬀerent types
of worms, cockroach, beetles and grasshoppers. Theodore very kindly displayed his impressive collec on of
preserved bugs that fascinated the pupils!
We were also very lucky to be visited by 3 owls - Tilly the
barn owl, Oscar the big eagle owl and Rocky the spoEed owl.
We heard about what they eat and when they ﬂy, we even
had some owl pellets leZ with us that we could dissect so we
could see what the owls had eaten. One of the children
walked into an assembly, engaging with adults then the owl
ﬂapped his wings and he was transﬁxed, staring at it un l it
seEled, then watching it for a full minute
We have several
School pets for this
term . A Gecko, a
millipede and snails.

Please see below the signs to support Ladybirds Picnic

Strategy Section
Bikeability is comprised of structured
lesson plans that help younger children
develop gross motor skills, spa al
awareness, dynamic and sta c balance
and bilateral co-ordina on along with the necessary skills to make the
transi on from a balance bike to an ordinary pedal bike in a safe, challenging,
but fun way.
The skills required for cycling have been analysed and broken down into ‘core’
elements that are prac ced in Bikeability ac vi es, both on and oﬀ the bicycle.
The Bikeability programme provides an
opportunity for younger children to be
involved in cycling. Not only does
Bikeability teach children how to ride
without stabilisers, but also balance,
gross motor skills, core stability and of
course, having fun through physical
ac vity.

Children with delays in motor development may have lacked early experience
and the opportunity to develop these skills.
The aim of Bikeability is that it is an inclusive programme that will enable every
child where possible to par cipate at their developmental level and gain the
same beneﬁts that Bikeability can oﬀer to all. The programme aims to ensure
that Bikeability is able to help every child improve their balance towards the
goal of independent cycling.
Every warm-up and balance-related ac vity has been speciﬁcally chosen to
allow the child to experience movement in a number of ways.
Bikeability provides plenty of opportunity for children to prac ce skills in a
number of ways to help move towards the outcomes.

Therapies In Schools (TIS) Update
The TIS team have been working hard driving new ideas and strategies into the
three founda on schools. Alongside the clinical work given to the children of the
nine original families that are part of the TIS project, the team have been
developing staﬀ training packages and systems to help enhance the school staﬀ
knowledge when it comes to embedding therapeu c prac ce into everyday
learning.
Therapy in Schools whole school training has begun!
AZer months of wri ng and delibera ng and re-wri ng we ﬁnalised our level one training programme. On
Monday 16th April we trained 130 teachers and teaching assistants from our three schools. The training
included in-depth 2 hour workshops covering teaching and group work on Physical Development, Sensory
Processing and Life Skills. This touched on science, prac cal strategies and experien al learning. Feedback has
been posi ve and we look forward to con nuing this training to teaching staﬀ.
Water Skills Programme
As part of the TIS project, a water skills module has been developed by the TIS Physiotherapist. This aims to
teach carers and teaching staﬀ the theory, value and delivery of water programmes for children with complex
physical disability. The ‘Seahorses’ team at Pala ne were the ﬁrst team to undertake the challenge and they
have embraced this with open arms (do seahorses have arms?).
All of the team have worked really hard to incorporate their new skills into daily prac ce and class teacher
Frances has embedded this into the ImPACTS curriculum delivered by the team. All of the staﬀ will complete
the training during this term and will be accredited with a water skills module cer ﬁcate for their CPD proﬁle.
Plans to roll this out to Herons Dale and Oak Grove have started and by the end of this academic year we hope
to have trained 30 or more staﬀ in this area. A huge thank you to Frances and the Seahorses team for taking on
the challenge and succeeding!
So what’s next?
Well, we’ve got 130 workbooks to mark, return and then issue cer ﬁcates. We then need to con nue rolling
out the level one training to the rest of the educa on staﬀ across the three schools. This is around another 100
people and the plan is to do that over the two September Inset days and the one in January. In addi on to this
it’s now me for the TIS team to start wri ng Level 2 and 3 and invite those staﬀ with a keen interest to
develop their skills in one of the three areas. It is hoped that Level 2 can be oﬀered to staﬀ during an October
Inset day and level 3 in January but dates are yet to be conﬁrmed. We’re also in the process of ge+ng the
accredita on of the training package signed oﬀ so that all paperwork and cer ﬁcates will hold the CPD
accredita on logo.
We’re now in a posi on to invite parents to come and hear the training that we’re now delivering to all
educa on staﬀ. So if you’d like to aEend a two hour workshop on any (or all) of the available streams then
please look out for booking informa on in our next newsleEer. The ﬁrst date is planned for Monday 18th June
and is likely to be the Sensory Processing stream. We will have a limit for numbers so please make sure you
book onto the course as soon as you can.

Jo Wilkes,
Linnie Chapman and Laura Bagwell
Therapies In Schools Project

Advertising
Advertising in our
Newsletter
We are forever looking at ways of raising funds for the
school. As a way of doing this Businesses and
individuals have the opportunity to buy adver sing
space at a rate of £50 for 11 issues.
This does not mean that the school endorse any
product, business or service but simply u lising another
fundraising avenue.

Please do let any of your friends or family know if this is something which may be of interest.

For all your Decking and Fencing needs
Call Mark at Top Deck

Telephone Number: 07539172335
Email Address: mansell10@yahoo.com

FRIENDS OF HERONS DALE
As you may be aware, the friends of Herons Dale are raising
funds for a new school vehicle—a Kia Carens (7 seater), which
will enable more staﬀ to drive and facilitate more trips to
enhance the curriculum.

Socks-a-Go-Go
Thank you to everyone who took part. We raised a massive £250.95
Winners in the following categories
Most money Collected – AJ
Fluﬃest Sock – Preston
Heaviest Sock – Kaiden
Tiniest Sock – Jake Ritchie
Most Colourful Sock – Georgie Mai
Longest Sock – Cerys
Most PaEerned Sock – Zachary
Most Stripy Sock – Danni

As you know, we are always trying to raise money to help ensure the children’s
experiences at Herons Dale School are varied, mo va ng and tailored to their
needs. A few years ago we joined The Giving Machine which gives us money
every year at no extra cost to parents or the school. The Giving Machine is a nonproﬁt social enterprise whose sole aim is to raise money for UK schools and
chari es.
By shopping via www.TheGivingMachine.co.uk you can ensure that any commission paid on your purchase
is converted into a cash dona on which is given to the school. The Giving Machine receives the commission
and converts 75% of it into cash; the remainder is used to help towards their opera ng costs. With stores
like Ebay, M&S, NEXT, Tesco, Sainsbury and John Lewis taking part with hundreds more, you are bound to
ﬁnd what you want from your favourite shops at The Giving Machine.
You can join to become a Giver by visi ng www.TheGivingMachine.co.uk - entering your name, e-mail
address and postcode and selec ng our school as your chosen beneﬁciary. Then, every me you shop online,
log-in to The Giving Machine before you shop and you will make free cash dona ons with every purchase
you make. You can load an icon on your desktop on your PC/Tablet or iPad which will automa cally log
when you buy an item. It doesn't cost any extra and you do not have to make a special purchase to qualify.

Estate Agent Boards
Cubi( and West, the Estate Agents in Southwick are oﬀering to give the school
£5.00 to anyone who would be willing to have an adver"sing board outside of
their home to adver"se our Summer Fayre on Saturday 7th July.
If you would be willing to put an estate agents board outside of your home
then please contact the school

FRIENDS OF HERONS DALE SUMMER FAYRE
The next Friends of Herons Dale mee ng will be on 1st May at 1.15 in the Community Room at school.
Our Summer Fayre will take place on Saturday 7th July from 12-3pm. We are
asking for dona ons of PLANTS for one of our stalls, so if you are able to help
that would be brilliant. We would also like CAKES so prepare to bake!. We
will also be holding a RAFFLE and a TOMBOLA so if you have anything that
would be suitable please hold on to it. If you can volunteer to help at the
Summer Fayre please contact Sam on the email address below or contact the school oﬃce.
Please feel free to send in any dona ons of items for car boot sales, as we will be aEending these on a regular basis in
2018 to try and bring extra funds in.
If you would like to consider becoming a part of the Friends of Herons Dale Commi(ee but would like more
informa"on, have an idea for fundraising you would like to share or for any ques"ons you would like to ask; please
do not hesitate to get in touch with our Chair of Friends, Sam Evans fohd@heronsdale.co.uk

Our hero's
A huge thank you to the following staﬀ members who will be raising funds for the school

Kelly

Sammy

Ella

Tracy

Margaret

Our School Business Manager, Kelly ran the Brighton 10K earlier in the month and raised £175
Sammy/Ella – will be running the Colour Obstacle Run – May
Tracy Vise is doing a sponsored Muddy Run in June
Last year, Margaret, one of our Dinner Ladies, walked the Thames Path Challenge to raise funds for the school.
She has decided that she would like to do it again, so on 8th and 9th September she will be walking along with
3000 other people along the main Thames Path over two days. Last me she raised a massive £530 for the school,
this year she is hoping to exceed her target.
If you would like to sponsor any of the above, we will shortly be se+ng up a JUSTGIVING Page.

Thank you so much—You are all stars !

Once again this year Horsham Rotary Club will
be running the Special Needs Children's Funfair
in Horsham Park!
This year it will be on Sunday July 8th between
10am and Noon and will be followed by the our
spectacular Funday Sunday containing a mul"tude of fun a(rac"ons.
The 2 hour funfair is FREE and open to all special needs children and their family members who register.
Last year over 750 people registered and a(ended the 2 hour free fun fair! Please make sure you subscribe
by clicking the link below allowing us to no"fy you as further informa"on on how to register becomes available in the coming weeks. Please click h(p://eepurl.com/dspXEz to allow us to contact you.

Herons Dale’s Got Talent—Audi ons Soon
First of our Outdoor Days— Thursday 17 May. Children will be learning
outdoors and Bark Rubbing, Tree drawing, lots of water play—further
details to follow
Transi on for Year 6 children throughout the term
At end of this term – Family Picnic
Year 6—Leavers Assembly on last day of term
Sports Day—Date to follow ASAP
No Pens Wednesday—16th May—a day of communica on without using Pens.
Year 6 Residen al to the New Forest

Assemblies this month
Stunning start—Minibeasts and Owls assembly—see photos
May Day Assembly
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Return to school Monday 4th June.
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Mobile Phones in School
May we please remind Parents/Carers/Drivers and Escorts that mobile
phones should not be used whilst you are on school premises. This is in
accordance with our school policy and is in the interests of safeguarding our
pupils.
Children should not be sent in with mobile phones, however we do understand that
on rare occasions this may be necessary. Please ask your child to leave the phone in
the school oﬃce for safe keeping during the day.
Thank you for your co-opera"on with this ma(er.

Term Dates 2018 / 2019
Summer Term 2018
Bank Holiday

Monday 7 May 2018—School Closed

Finish School

Friday 25 May 2018

Half term:

Monday 28 May 2018 to Friday 1 June 2018

Back to School
Break up for Summer

Monday 4 June 2018
Tuesday 24 July 2018

Autumn Term 2018 / 2019
Inset Day
Inset Day
Back to school

Monday 3 September 2018
Tuesday 4 September 2018
Wednesday 5 September 2019

Half-Term
Monday 22 October to Friday 26 October 2018
Break up for Christmas Friday 19 December 2018

Spring Term 2018 / 2019
Return to school

Thursday 3 Januay 2019

Half Term

Monday 18 February to Friday 22 February

Break up for Easter

Friday 5 April 2019

There will be further Inset Days this academic year

